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PREFACE, 


; „ 
"OGETHER with theſe Letters, I wu lee 
to lay before my Readers ſome account of 


the ſteps by which I was induced to write them, 
and to ſolicit the exerciſe of candour and indul- 
gence to their Author. 

þ I had gone to Sierra Leone with the hope of 

: [i | doing ſomething towards the eſtabliſhment of a 
N ſ Miſſion to the natives; and, after a reſidence of 

1 fourteen months, I returned to England, from a 

1 conviction that I could not effect my purpoſe. | 

x I am fully of opinion that Miſſions would ſucceed | 

| in thoſe parts, if they were taken up with proper 4 

4 ſpirit, and conducted in a proper manner. The 1 
natives are friendly and tractable, and appear | 4 
deſirous of information in religion as well as in if 
letters. The lives and properties of Miffionaries 1 9 
would be ſafe. The necefſaries of life would be — 

＋ found plentiful and cheap; and European accom- 

A modations (as far as is compatible with ſuch an 

0 AuAndertaking) might be procured at Free Town, 

Bence Ifland, or from the ſhips which trade in 

4 | that river. Independent of other unpleaſant 

4 things, which apply pretty generally to all Miſſi- | 

i T5 ons, XI know nothing peculiar as obje&ionable / | 

1 to African Miſſions, but the matter of health. The | 

I inſalubrity of the climate has indeed been much { | 

4 exaggerated, but it will ever remain an inconteſti- | 

I ble truth, that the children of the North do not | 

3 E | generally, | 


——— — — — 


being able to ſupport the hardſhips of ſuch a life 
/ ; 
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generally enjoy health and longevity und&r the 
line. Perhaps the heat of Bengal may be greater 
than that of Sierra Leone; but until the laſt place 
be brought into the ſame ſtate of cultivation as 
the firſt, it will not be found ſo healthy. Great 
improvements are daily making at. Free Town, 
and the benefits, which reſult from them, in re- 
ſpect of health, are already felt in the Colony. 
But African Miſſionaries cannot enjoy the advan- 
tages of Free Town. They muſt, I conceive, 


become inhabitants of the native villages, and as 
thoſe villages ſeldom contain more chan ſixty or 


eighty adults, I ſhould ſuppoſe, that, to effect the 
converſion of the natives, Miſſionaries muſt be- 


come itinerant, as well as ſtationary: ſo that they 
will be obliged to take the country as it is. 


Whether any Gentleman will come forward to 


countenance Miſſions there, or whether Chriſtian 


Miniſters of any denomination will embark in the 
undertaking, time muſt determine. 


I ſaid I returned to England from a conviction 


that I could not effect my purpole—this requires 


explanation. I could not perſuade myſelf to take 


a ſickly, delicate woman and young children, and 


place them in an African wood, where I muſt 
leave them for one half of my time, while I was 
engaged in rambling from village to village. 
Acquainted as I am with their health and habits, 
I could hardly indulge a rational hope of their 
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for many months. Had I conſidered this point 
well, I had never gone to- Sierra Leone; but, 
miſled by my partial attachments, I hoped what 


I wiſhed, rather than what I had reaſon to expect. 
I hoped I might unite the Chaplainſhip of Free 


Town with my Miſhonary purſuits, and by that 
means reconcile the duty I owed to my family, 
by providing them needful accommodations, with 
that duty I owed to God, in propagating his 
truth. But I had ſoon reaſon to ſee that my 
hopes, in that reſpect, were unfounded and chi- 
merical. Whether this reaſon for my return will 


be thought ſatisfactory by others I don't know ; 
but it is ſo to my own conſcience. This, as far 


as I know myſelf, was my principal reaſon for 


relinquiſhing the undertaking; for though I 


had other reaſons of conſiderable weight, which 


concurred to influence my conduct, yet I believe. 


ſuch is my prediliction for the ſervice, that had 


I been a ſingle man, I ſhould have perſiſted in 


my purpole notwithſtanding all the remonſtrances 


of my judgment. The reaſons I refer to are the 
following. The more I conſidered the nature 


of a Miſſion, eſpecially in a country like Africa 


_ where the tribes are thinly ſcattered, the more I 
was convinced that very little was to be done by 
one man, or even by three or four men. As a. 
miniſter of the eſtabliſhment I did not dare hope 


to find miniſters to act with me. If in this I have 


wronged the Church to which I belong, I am 


ready to aſk pardon; and ſhall rejoice to find 
| 1 facts 
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facts to diſprove my judgment, and to ſhame my 


temerity. Whether other Miſſionaries would be 
ſent. there, with whom I could att in uniſon SITU 
very problematical. From the ſmall ſample 1 
had of the hardſhips and ſufferings of ſuch an 
undertaking, I had room to entertain a very ſeri- 
ous doubt whether I had piety and ſtrength of 
mind for a Miſhon. The -united force of all 
theſe reaſons determined my judgment, and, per- 
haps, ever will determine it, to decline all perſonal 


engagement in the ſervice. 


If my readers are curious to know, whether I 
did nothing in Africa, as a Miſhonary, I am ſorry 
that a regard for truth obliges me to anſwer, 


nothing but preach one ſingle ſermon, by means 


of an interpreter. If they ſtill enquire, but could 
you do no more? I confeſs ingenuoully, I might 
have done more than I did; but nothing hke 
whatthoſe whoare unacquainted withmy ſituation 
there, may expect I ought to have done. I had 


gone out with a full determination to ſpend ſome 


months at King Nambanna's town, which 1s on a 
{mall iſland about ten miles from Free Town, 
and I had every reaſon to promiſe myſelf all 
kindneſs and encouragement from that worthy 
old man. But it was four months before my 
Colleague joined me, and ſet me at liberty from 
the reſtraints of the colonial chaplainſhip. At 
this critical time, when I was preparing to go to 
Robanna, the King was ſinking under a malady 
whic 
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which in a few weeks carried him off. His town 
then became the ſeat of bacchanal riot for two or 
three months, while the King's Cry, or funeral rites 


were celebrated; and, not many weeks after, my 
Colleague was called to the Weſt-Indjes, when my 


duty in the Colony, finally excluded the poſſibi- 


lity of reſiding any time among the natives. I 
might have preacheda dozen or twenty ſermons 


in the ſame way I preached the firſt, and my 


reaſon for not doing ſo, is not much to my honour. 
The truth is, I ſaw I could not carry my point 


I felt I had acted precipitately—I charged my- 
ſelf with folly and vanity I lamented having left 


my Pariſh in England—and having placed myſelf 


in a ſituation to which I began to think divine 
providence had never called me I had ſtruggled 
through much oppoſition—ſuffered ſome re 
proach—and had ſtaked all I had to ſtake, on ar 


engagement of which I could make little or no- 


thing—and I anticipated every reproach and 


cenſure I was to ſuffer when I returned to Eng. 
land. My ſpirits were broken, ſleep and appetite 


forſook me, and my health ſuffered infinitely 
more from the exerciſes of my mind, than it did 


from the influence of climate, and from diſeaſe. 


Not being able to do what I wiſhed rendered me 
incapable of doing what was really in my power. 
It ſhould be obſerved that preaching four or five 


times a week in the Colony, was ſome labour; 


and that as in the laſt few months the rains and a 


a ſmart fever impeded my activity, ſo for the firſt 
four 


. 


Vil PREFACE. 

four months after my arrival, I could find no 
place to lay my head aſhore, and my confinement 
on ſhip board was not favourable to my miſſionary 


purſuit. 
Unſucceſsful in my own attempts, I could not 


diveſt myſelf of the intereſt I took in Miſſions; 
nor cculd I conceive that the failure of a hundred 


attempts of the kind ought to diſcourage Chriſ- 


tians from obeying the plain commands of Chriſt, 
and diſcharging a duty which would be obhgatory 
ſo long as there were Heathens in the world. 
The ſubje& appeared to me to ſleep in obſcurity. 
perceived there were reaſons why Miniſters 


declined calling general attention to it. One 


of the firſt things a man would hear, who ſhould 
write to engage others in Miſſions is, Why do not 
you engage in Miſſions yourſelf ? He would find 
much to cenſure, and little to commend; and 
we all know the inevitable conſequence—reta- 
liation. If he meant reproof ſhould be effectual, 
he muſt preſs it home; and when that reproof 
came addreſſed to the Miniſters of Chriſt, he 
could not avoid ſome appearance of arrogance 
and ſelf-opinion. Nevertheleſs, I thought it 
ought to be done by ſome body; and as I had 
gone ſo far, I was willing to go a little farther. 
I had ſuffered ſomething, and I determined what- 
ever the conſequences might be of laying the 
ſubject before the world, I would meet them, 
rather than leave any thing undone which I could 


do 
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do to ſerve the Heathens, I therefore wrote 
theſe letters before I left Africa, and after much 


heſitation, and being often ready to throw them 


in the fire, they are now printed. Since they 


came from the preſs, I have had an opportunity 


of collecting the opinions of ſeveral friends, ſome 
of which were of a nature ſo far from flattering 
and pleaſant to my feelings, that I immediately 
ſtopped the ſale of them, and have deliberated 
earneſtly whether I ſhould not conſign them to 


oblivion. But after continuing ſome days in a 


ſtate of painful ſuſpence, I determined to venture 
them into the world, only cancelling the firſt pre- 


face and ſubſtituting another, in which I would 


endeavour to ſupport my. claim to be treated 


with candour, ingenuouſly confeſs what I con- 
ceived to be the fault of my book, and promiſe 


if I lived to make a ſecond edition, to ſtrike out, 


or correct every paſſage which I can deem as 
really objeQtionable. | Fr „ 


That I have failed, in hg reſpects, in 


writing theſe Letters I can eaſily believe. > 3 


' ventured on no eaſy taſk ; and it might well have 


exerciſed the humility, meekneſs, courage, and 
wiſdom of the moſt aged and experienced Miniſ- 


ter, to have delivered the truths I have done, 
in ſuch a manner as not to expoſe himſelf to re- 


proach on one or other quarter. What I thought 
truth in my ſecret ſoul, I have avowed openly 
on the houſe top, without reſerve, and without 
Palliation. But accuſtomed to receive the moft 
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mortifying truth myſelf, IJ have not been ſuft- 
ficiently careful to recommend it to my readers 
by ſoftening the ſeverity of her aſpett. Occu- 
pied wholly with the importance and dignity of 
the ſubje&, I have neglected to conciliate that 
eſteem for the writer, which ſeems neceſſary 
to gain attention to the ſubjett itſelf. The 
ſubjea unhappily called for ſevere cenſure, 
and I was more warmly intereſted in it than on 
any other which could have employed my pen. 
I feared lenient applications would defeat my 
purpoſe inwriting, andin bending all my ſtrength 
to enforce what I had to advance, and to be felt 


as well as read, I may have been betrayed into a 


degree of aſperity, which carries in it an air of 
ſelf-importance, and of diſreſpe& to my Brethren 


in the miniſtry. On a favourite ſubje&@ I may 


have played the egotiſt. Having never before 
uſed my pen in this way, I have derived no aid 
from thoſe decencies of addreſs, to which he is 
accuſtomed, who. is practiſed in the habit of 
writing. That have been in any degree actuated 
by malice I am unconſcious; and, for a moment, 
to degrade and vilify the ſervants of Chriſt, was 


as far from my intention as to blaſpheme Him 


they ſerve. If I have pained any worthy mind, 


but eſpecially if I have injured religion and her 
Miniſters, I ſhall not only lament it as my miſ- 


fortune, but in the preſence of God confeſs it as 


my Sin, with ſhame and ſorrow. Having meant 


well, ſhall never Juſtify me to > myſelf for having 
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expreſſed my good intentions with improper lan. 


guage, and in an improper ſpirit.— I wiſh the 
raphſodical addreſs to Europe in the Eighth 
Letter had been exchanged for a few ſtrong facts 
and plain arguments. I wiſh the laſt few fen- 
tences of my cenſures on the Eaſt India Company 
had been expunged from my Seventh Letter; as 
petulent and irritating—I wiſh the ſneer of the In- 
fdel in the laſt Letter, and the manner of addreſ- 
ſing myſelf to Miniſters on the 142 page had been 


| wholly expunged, or ſo corrected as not to ex- 


poſe myſelf to be miſtaken. I wiſh I had ſof- 
tened ſeveral other ſtrong touches of my pen, 
and that the whole book breathed more affection, 
and had leſs ſpirit. But were I to write the 


whole over again, I fear while I corrected one 


fault I ſhould commit another. Indeed, if the 
heavieſt cenſure that has been paſſed on my Let- 
ters be juſt, they ought to be deſtroyed; for 


ſhould I write them ten times over, they will 


always have ſtamped upon them the characters 


of my own mind. If vanity be their prominent 


feature, I ſhall not eaſily learn to be meek and 
lowly in heart; and until I can regenerate my- 
ſelf entirely, whatever J write will have one or 
other diſguſting feature of the man of ſin. But 
whatever the ſentiments of good men may be of 


me and my poor performance, I promiſe to la 


bour to conform to them; for it will be ſafer to 
ſtand by their opinion than by my own. 


1 hope the ingenuouſneſs of this preface may 
claim ſome indulgence; but, if to the trifling ſor- 
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rows I have already experienced in a fruitleſs 
attempt to ſerve poor heathens, this laſt effort on 
their behalf, inſtead of producing active com- 
miſeration for them, ſhall only draw upon my- 
ſelf cenſure and contempt, I vill ſee the hand of 
heaven, and if I cannot add to the zeal of my 
Brethren, I. will endeavour to avail myſelf of 
every help they afford me to cultivate my own 
humility. But before I take my leave may I not 
ſubmit to ſuch of my readers as fear God the 
following queries p Can a fleeting mote, like me, 
obſcure the ſun? Shall my faults call more ſtrongly 


for your cenſure than the miſeries of millions call 
or your pity and relief? Should the cauſe of 


_ Chriſt beimplicated with the defects of a character 
like mine? Will gold become droſs in the hand 
of a ſhoe-black, or one truth in this book be 
falfified becauſe it is written by my pen? 


Before I conclude, I beg leave to preſent my 


tribute of the general approbation due to the 
Rev. Mr. Carey, a Miniſter of the Particular 
Baptiſts, for publiſhing two years ago, © An 
Enquiry into the Obligation of Chriſtians to uſe 
means for the Converſion of the Heathens.” I 
recommend the peruſal of this treatiſe to my 
Readers; and, if it may operate as an inducement 
with them to comply with my requeſt, I have the 
pleaſure to aſſure them, that Gentleman has given 
to his precepts the force of example, by attually 
embarking in a MINOR to India. 
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FIRST LETTER. 


To the PROTESTANT MINISTERS of the 
_ BRITISH CHURCHES. 


rere 


Father: and ele in the Goſp Min joy,” 
1 | : FROM: the pulpit, and fam the prefy, we 3 
| hear loud calls on Chriſtians to reſpe& the intereſts 
H of their ſeveral Churches. One while, we of: the Eſta- 
4 bliſhment turn the attention of our brethren to the alarm- 
3 ing progreſs of Diſſenters, and exhort each other to a 
7 ſkilful oppoſition againſt Sectaries. Another while, 
ko Diſſenters rouſe the languid zeal of their people, deſcant- 
ing on the excellence of their own modes of faith and 
worſhip, and indulging vehement inveRive againſt the 
avarice, the ſloth, and the loneinefs of unn 
| d B We 
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We talk of the Intereſts of the Eftabl :ſhment, the Di 3 
ing Cauſe, the Baptiſt and Independent Intereſt, 1 


Methodiſt Cauſe, and the like, until we loſe ſight of * 


Chriſtian Cauſe, the Common Intereſts of mankind, and 
the diligent, peaceable ſervice of our Maſter. Thus do 
we forſake the ſublime of religion, fink into the mean- 
neſs of partizans, and inſpire our flocks with a fierce, 
ſectarian zeal, We firſt baptize our ſecular intereſts 
and evil tempers into the name of the diſintereſted and 
lowly Jeſus; and, then, contend for them, with as much 
warmth and pertinacity, as tho' they involved our ſalva- 


tion. Is not this to fight for Barabbas, and to crucify 
Jeſus ? 


While we are engaged after this goodly ſort, infi- 


delity increaſes, immoralities are multiplied, the ſpirit 
of the world domineers in the Church ; and its pomps 
and vanities inſult the ſtandard of the croſs. While 


the Miniſters of Chriſt ſleep, and indulge their eaſe ; 
while they ſacrifice to the graces and muſes; while 


they aſpire to the reputation of polite! learning, or 
profound- ſcience; while they toil in philoſophical re- 
ſearch, or in planting and watering the tree of civil 


liberty, our Adverſary ſleeps not. With unwearied 
vigilance, he makes head againſt the kingdom of Chriſt; 


and, not content with poſſeſſing his own dominions in 


peace, he wars on the little territory of Jeſus, makes 


bold inroads into the heart of Chriſtendom, and ſtrives 
to diſpoſſeſs us of what we have won from his empire, 
by the labour of ages, and with the blood of an army of 


martyrs.“ 8 | But 
The preſent flate of France ſtrongly proves the aſſertion, 
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But a few years have elapſed, ſince a learned Engliſh- 


man entered upon a calculation to ſhew, that were the 
habitable world divided into thirty parts, nineteen would 
be claimed by the Heathen, ſix would fall to the Maho- 
metan, and five only would remain to be apportioned 
among the divided followers of the catholick Jeſus, 
Whether this calculation be ſtrictly accurate is of trivial 


conſequence; but we muſt all be deeply affected by the 


lamentable view of human nature which it affords us. 
Alas! if every ſincere Chriſtian may fay, with the 


Pſalmiſt, My heart teacheth me the wickedneſs of the un- 
_ godly ; and, if to this, he may add, as we all allow he 
may, My own houſe, my own favorite ſe&, my own 


privileged country, and the Chriſtian Church, give ſad 
teſtimony. to the extenſive ſovereignty exerciſed by the 
God of this world, To what concluſion are we led with 
reſpect to the religious ſtate of the Heathen and Maho- 
metan nations? 


The concluſion is obvious: If the nature of man be 
eſſentially the ſame, in every age and climate; and, if 
the Chriſtian religion be true, the people, who have not 
our advantages, muſt greatly ſuffer from the want of 
them; and, bad as Chriſtendom is, the Heathen world 
muſt be much worſe, being ſunk more deeply than our- 
ſelves in pofitzve' ignorance and vice. | If this mode of 


reaſoning be thought exceptionable, I appeal to matter 
of fact, as far as we are acquainted with it, by thoſe, who 
| have viſited foreign parts, and have given us a candid 
account of the manners of their inhabitants. Should a 
B 2 mene 
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more elaborate proof be required, it cannot be called for 
| | by any man to whom theſe letters are addreſſed. Chriſ- 
| tian Miniſters are too well acquainted with the grand, 
3 excluſive privileges of Chriſtianity, to admit a doubt of 
N f what I aſſert. Whatever ſentiments, Reverend Bre- 
| v thren, may be entertained by others on this ſubje&, you 
| cannot be ungrateful for the bleflings of revelation ; 
- and, whilſt you rejoice in thoſe bleſſings, you muſt have 
a benevolent deſire to communicate them to a people, 
who know not the only true God and Feſus Chriſt whom he 
hath sent. 


When we conſider this deep ſpiritual poverty of a 
major part of our fellow-men, we are admoniſhed, that 
it becomes us to do ſomething for their reliet. On this 
"a we ſeem agreed; but, I am ſorry to remark, that we 
| 31 agree, more generally, to negle& our duty, than to ac- 
| ; knowledge its obligation. Satisfied with the cold appro- 
2} | | bation of a duty, which it is impoſſible for us not to feel, 

| 


Ann _ — — A — 
a . 


| | we diſmiſs proſpects of wretchedneſs too oppreſſive for 
our faith and love; and conſole ourſelves with the unin- f 
=] telligible hope, that the Almighty will execute, ſome- 1 
| | how, and at ſome time, by worthier hands, a work too 33 | 
great, and too dangerous, for us little men. —_ 


Fathers, Brethren, Miniſters of Chrift, in the preſence A 
of God, I charge you — I charge myſelf, with betray- Þ 
ing the grand intereſts of our Maſter, by retuſing to pro- Tz 
5 pagate his goſpel. I charge you with the habitual, open 
| < violation of Chriſt's command, Go, preach the Goſpel to 
| every 
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every creature. 1 charge you with the unſpeakable guilt 


of burying in a napkin, thoſe unſearchable riches, which 


the Apoſtle St. Paul thought it the honour of his life to 
preach to the Gentiles. Laſtly, I charge you with doing 
this, without ſhame, without remorſe, and, almoſt with- 
out an effort to do the contrary. Theſe, Reverend 
Brethren, are heavy charges ; but I ſhall not find it dif- 


| ficult to avoid the puniſhment of a calumniator, by ſub- 


ſtantiating them in the progreſs of theſe letters, which 
have for their objet the ſpread of the CN and uo 


ſalvation of the Heathen. 


To this object, therefore, I ſolicit your attention. 


And, by the mercies of God, I beſeech you . the 


blood of Jeſus, and by our common hope, grant me a 
patient hearing. Suffer not my obſcurity to operate as a 


prejudice againf}. the cauſe I plead. I neither deprecate 


your cenſure, nor dare I deſpiſe it. But permit me to 
hope, that no infelicities of ſtyle, nor defect of genius, 


nor of judgment, with which the ſubject is propoſed, 


may be allowed io obſcure its ſplendour, or detra& from 


its worth, Would to God that ſome one among you, 
whoſe name 1s venerable among the Churches, had 


ſtepped forward to ſave me from the odium of this 
addreſs! But ſince You, who have characters to loſe, 
do not care to hazard them by becoming reprovers in the 
midſt of your brethren, allow me, who am without a 


name, to aſpire to the honor of incurring cenſure for 


telling truths, which none of us like to hear, or wiſh to 


believe; and for telling them, with that plainneſs which 


they require. B 3 ä 


6 wens 


When I conſider, on the one hand, the promiſe and 
faithfulneſs of God, who cannot lie, and, on the other, 
the noble cauſe I eſpouſe, I am animated with ſtrong 
confidence and hope. I come forward, not as a ſectary, 
nor as the leader of a ſet. I am not encumbered with 
polemick armour, nor heated with polemick zeal. It is 
not a queſtion 1n ſcience, politicks, or morals, which I 
lay before you. The ſubje& I aſſert involves the honor 
of our Religion, the ſincerity of her Miniſters, the glory 
of Chriſt, and the beſt intereſts of men. The delegation 
J pretend to is authoritative ; and I am juſtified in ſpeak- 
ing, with all boldneſs, the truths of the God I ſerve, in 
the goſpel of his Son. Diſpenſe then, I beſeech you, 
with all complimentary forms ; and allow me to addreſs 
you, with miniſterial freedom, and to plead the cauſe I 


have undertaken, with that undiſguiſed and generous 


warmth, which it is calculated to inſpire. ; 


He that fears man, when he ſhauld ſpeak boldly for 
God]; and timidly diſſembles truths, which, if felt aright, 
ſhould be told with the ſtrongeſt tones of abhorrence, 
indignation, and contempt, will hardly ſucceed in wri- 
ting upon Miſhons. The ſubject calls for enthuſiaſm. 
It requires vehemence. Thoſe feelings which carried 
me acroſs the water, I ſtill cheriſh in my breaſt. They 
will never forſake me. I rejoice in them. I wiſh to 
impart them to every Miniſter of Chriſt, and to every 
child of God. This 1 cannot hope to do, if I diſguiſe 
or palliate them. It would concern me much to incur 
the cenſure of treating my Brethren in the miniſtry with 

b indecent 
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indecent freedom; but I cannot think that truth, how- 
ever ſevere, will offend the ſervants of truth; or that 


any of my Brethren ſuppoſe themſelves entitled to uſe 


freedoms with the laity, which they will not bear from 


the meaneſt of their own body. No, Brethren. _ While 
you criticiſe my letters, you will applaud my deſign. 


The eſteem you entertain for integrity will give mildneſs 
to your cenſures; and, whatever faults your better judg- 
ment may diſcover in this performance, your good wiſhes 
will accompany it into the world, and your prayer of 
laith draw down the divine bleſſing upon it. 


From the mercenaries of the Chriſtian Church, my 


ſoul turns with loathing. Though I could move moun- 


tains, they would remain immoveable, 'Though I could 
inſpire every real Chriſtian with all the ſenſations of my 
own heart, the unprincipled wretch, who ſees nothing 
in the goſpel miniſtry but an affluent and genteel profeſ. 


ſion, is vulnerable to no ſentiment contained in theſe 


letters. Like Simon Magus, he has neither part nor lot 
in this matter — Nor have I any thing to do with mere 
moraliſts. The waters flow no higher than their. ſprings, 


The ſpirit of theſe letters is, I flatter myſelf, the ſpirit 


of Chriſt — a ſpirit which they have not received, and, 


with the things of which, they are unacquainted, In 


their good opinion, I ſhall, therefore, think myſelf to 


Rand high, if I may paſs for a well-meaning enthuſiaſt. | 


Under God, Reverend Brethren, my hopes reſt on You, 


who are what you are called, Chriſtian Minifters — on 


you who were indeed moved to. engage in the Miniſtry 
| | | | M 
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by the Holy Ghoft, and are animated by a ſincere love of 
that Saviour who ſo greatly loved you, and by a real 


regard for the loſt ſheep, for whom our great Shepherd 


died. You feel your charafter. You have bowels and 
mercies. You are the diſintereſted benefactors of man- 
kind, and whatever concerns the kingdom of your Lord 
you call your own, For you theſe letters are written, 
and to you they belong. But, in them your pious flocks 
will, alſo, claim a part, as m as that intereſt, which | 
they have in the Son of David. 


As the ele& of God, holy and beloved, let us, then, 
mind the things of Chriſt, to whom we are ſet apart as a 
peculiar people ; and revolve all poſſible means of ad- 
vancing that glorious kingdom, for the coming of which, 


we daily pray. Such meditations will diſpoſe our hearts 


to peace. They will beat down many controverted ſub. 
jets, of apparent magnitude, to the humble level of 
their real importance. As we mule the fire will kindle; 
and our Churches and public Meetings, our families and 
cloſets ſhall atteſt the animated devotion, with which 
one Spirit ſhall teach us to cry, Let the people praiſe thee, 
O God, yea, let all the people praiſe thee ! On a ſubje& 
like this, we cannot think long without feeling its attrac- 
tions. It will teach us to make our requeſts to the In- 
ſpirer of every great deſign; and, then, to reſt on his 


grace, his power, and his faithfulneſs, to accompliſh the 


purpoſes. of our hearts. As we advance, diſcourage- 
ments will vaniſh. Obſtacles will be overcome, when 
we learn to think them ſurmountable. Difficulties will 


be 
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be' ſubdued, as we acquire courage to cope with them. 


And, when the honour, glory, and immortality of our 


ineſtimable reward, are ſet full in our view, no forms of 
death and ſuffering will affright us. Inſtead of that 
deſpondency, which has long frozen our benevolent 


wiſhes, hope, like the returning ſun, will bring an 
early ſpring and fruitful ſummer on our ſouls. The ſpi- 
rit of our religion, lulled to lethargick ſlumbers, will 


revive with the energies of the apoſtolick age; and the 


Church will again become illuſtrious, by her victories 
over the kingdoms of this world. 


And Thou, Lord Jeſus, afflicted Father of the Chriſ. 
tian Name, bleſſed Martyr of Humanity, blameleſs Pat- 
tern, univerſal Prieſt, unerring Teacher, omnipotent 
King of Truth, 'of Righteouſneſs, and of Peace, deign 
irom thy glorious throne to {mile on this weak attempt, 
and to accept this poor offering! It is a tribute 1 pre- 


ſent, for the life thou haſt given, for the blood thou haſt 


ihed, and for the joyous hopes thou haſt inſpired, ta 
cheer, and to direct my mortal pilgrimage. Meek Spring 
of heavenly Wiſdom, boundleſs Ocean of univerſal, 
ardent, unprovoked, and undiſcouraged Charity, pour 
thy Spirit into my breaſt, and into the breaſts of all thy 
ſervants whom I here addreſs. Teach me and them to 
intereſt ourſelves in this blefſed work, as becomes men, 
who are diſtinguiſhed y thy venerable name, and ho- 


nored by the miniſtration of thy glorious gofpel ! Baptize 


us with the fire of that love which is ſtronger than death! 


Delightfully oppreſs our gratitude with the everlaſting ' 


mountains 
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mountains of thy benefits, until every ſentiment of frail 
mortality be ſuppreſſed — until faith give us the victory 
over the world — over life and death, until love compel 
us to exclaim, Yea, doubtleſs, and I count all things but 
drofs that I may win Chrift ; and I am willing not only to 
ſuffer bonds, but to die for the ſake of my Lord 7e eſus 


Chriſt, by whom 1 am crucified unto the world and the 


world to me. 


| Commending you, Reverend Brethren, the Chriſtian 
Church, and the benighted nations, as well as their un- 
worthy advocate, to his protection, who takes the ten- 
dereſt part in all our concerns, and is able to ſecure and 
to advance them to the utmoſt, I remain, in the honored 


bonds of his Religion, 


Your humble, but affectionate Brother, 


A, I 
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SECOND LETTER. 
Father and Brethren, | 


'HE genius and pink of our religion, the characters 
aſcribed to our Lord of the Second Adam, of the 
High Prieſt after the order of Melchizedeck, and of a 
Saviour to all people, with many others of ſimilar 
ſignificance; the various ſcriptures, which ſpeak of the 


benefits of OE and interceſhon, of his kingdom 


and reign ; the prophecies and promiſes, loudly declare 
the intention of God, that this laſt and moſt perfect diſ- 
penſation of the everlaſting goſpel ſhould be the religion 
of every tribe, and kindred, and tongue. Nay, we are 
repeatedly aſſured, in the moſt explicit language, that it 
ſhall be ſo — that the truth and mercy, the peace and 


righteouſneſs of our Meſſiah's kingdom, whatever tem- 


porary checks they may ſuffer, ſhall, in the end, over. 
come all oppoſition; and that altho' the river of God 
may, for a time, be diſcoloured and polluted, by the 
pernicious ſoil over which it has rolled it's tide, yet ie 
ſhall, at laſt, free itſelf from every foreign mixture, and 
ſend forth it's ten thouſand pure ſtreams, to gladden all 
the nations of the globe. 


How ought our minds to be affected by theſe proſpeRts ? 
May we not infer from each article of this enumeration, 
and, much more, irom the aggregate force of them all, 


that it is our obvious, bounden duty, as ſervants of God, 


as 


n 3 d oe ER Tr an. nee 
er, ANI IIJrTRNY — EI 2 * 
- 


ae e 


12 LETTERS 


as ſoldiers of Chriſt, and as friends of ſuffering humani- 


ty, to exert all our ſtrength in diſſeminating the goſpel ? 


Is it not in our power to do, or, at leaſt, to attempt 
fomething worthy of the cauſe ? Have we not ſhips, 
which viſit every part of the world? Have we not 
money — money in abundance, if we were ſatisfied to 


live with Chriſtian ſimplicity, and could be prevailed 


upon to part with it, as men ſhould do, who have a bet- 
ter treaſure in heaven? Have we not miniſters who 
prefer this line of ſervice, and would gladly embark for 
the moſt barbarous clime, if they were aſſured of ſpirited 
ſupport, and had reaſon to hope, that the fruits of their 


labour would not die with themſelves? And, if we | 
really have it in our power thus to ſerve mankind, and to 


fpread our Redeemer's glory, Is it not criminal, baſe, 
mnfamous to neglect it? Is not this infatuated negligence 
an open violation of the precepts of both tables of the 
taw 2 Do we love God, revere his majeſty, approve 


bis precepts, and conceive ourſelves bound, by every 


tie, to ſerve him, with all our talents, and with all our 
firength? How does this love, this reverence, this ap- 
probation, this conviftion, accord with the aſtoniſhing 
coldneſs, with which we look upon a world, full of 
cruel habitations ; where virtue and piety ſkulk in cor- 
ners; where ſin is univerſal, uncontrouled and almoſt 
unchecked ; where the Eternal Majeſty is affronted by 
the abominable idols of the Heathen, and the beaſtly 
image of a corrupt Chriſtianity ? NO 


We fay, that to love our neighbour as ourſelf, and 


to do unto all men as we would they ſhould do unto us, 
; | 18 
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is the eee voice of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
of the law and goſpel. We ſay well ; but do we do as 


we ſay, and practice as we believe? Do we love in 


word and in tongue only, or in deed and in truth? 
Speak ye deſolate ſhores of Africa; declare ye bloody 
fields of Indoſtan; bear your impartial teſtimony, ye 
numerous iſlands of the Weſtern and Pacifick oceans ! 
Alas! my Brethren, we dare not abide the iſſue of the 
appeal. We have not done unto them, as we would, 
were circumſtances changed, that they ſhould have done 
unto us. The richeſt fruit of our philanthropy has been 
a cold, ineffective pity. We have ſaid, Be ye free, be ye 
civilized, be ye converted; but we have eaten as hear- 
tily, ſlept as ſoundly, dreſſed as expenſively, and enjoyed 


every good thing within our graſp as freely, as though 


they had been as happy as ourſelves. We have had no 
fellowſhip with the Saviour in his agony and bloody 
ſweat, in his prayers and tears for the ſalvation of man- 
kind. Provided we may live in peace and comfort, do 
a little good in England, accumulate fortunes, marry 
wives, take care of our children, and creep into heaven, 
at laſt, we appear ſatisfied to leave our Maſter to Propa- 
We his own goſpel in the world. | 

To theſe conſiderations, which muſt have weight on 
ingenuous minds, permit me to remind you of the 
ſolemn ſanction of divine command. The following are 
ſome of the laſt emphatick words of Jeſus, as they ſtand 
recorded by St. Mark and St. Matthew : — Go into all 


the world, and preach, the goſpel to every creature ; and 
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teach all nations, baptiæing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to 
obſerve all things, which 1 have commanded you; and, 
2 J am with * always, even unto the end of the world. 


Shall n theſe :njunftions were Jaid on the Apoſ- 


tles only? Impoſſible! The genius of Chriſtianity, and 
the ſpirit of the precept, forbid ſuch an interpretation. 


Let it be obſerved, 1ſt. The Apoſtles did not preach 
the goſpel in many countries beyond the limits of the 


Roman empire; and it was, in the nature of things, 


impoſſible that they ſhould preach it to all nations. 
2, Had our Lord meant the command to oblige the 
Apoſtles only, it would have been ſufficient to pro- 


miſe his protection and bleſſing to the end of their 


lives and miniſtry, without adding that grand amplifica- 
tion, Lo! I am with you always, even unto the end of the 


world. 3. The ſame reaſons, why the Apoſtles ſhould 


preach the goſpel to every creature, exiſt in all their 
force at this day; and ſo far from being antiquated and 
obſolete, gain new. ſtrength with the lapſe of ages. 
4. Whatever excluſive privileges the Apoſtles enjoyed, as 
the firſt promulgators of Chriſtianity, yet the office and 
duty of every miniſter of the goſpel 1s, in ſpirit and 
ſubſtance; the ſame as theirs. From all theſe conſidera- 
tions, it appears, that when our Lord ſpoke theſe autho- 
ritative words, he had in contemplation all his miniſters 


of every age and nation, as well as his immediate diſci- 


ples; and that we cannot refuſe engaging in miſſions, 
without 
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without contempt of his authority, and a ſhametol, deri- 
lection of our _ to God and men: um 


I made bold to ah you, aan 883 
( implicating myſelf in the ſame charge) with betraying the 
grand intereſts of our Maſter, with the' habitual, open 
violation of his commands, and with burying in a nap- 
kin the ſacred depoſitum of the goſpel. I think it un- 
neceſſary to enter into a formal proof of criminations, 
which the whole tenor of theſe letters is intended to 
ſubſtantiate. But, after adducing, from the Scriptures, 
the commiſſion under which we att, and juſtify our 
miniſtry in Britain, am I not authorized to appeal to 
your conſciences, and aſk you, Whether you are not 
guilty of what I lay-to your charge ? What monies have 
we ſubſcribed, what aſſociations: have we formed, what 
prayers have we offered up, what animated exhortations 
have we given to our flocks and to one another on the 
ſubjeft of miſſions? How ſhall we exonerate ourſelyes 
from the enormous crime of which we are guilty ? Shall 
we ſay, we were ignorant of our duty? The world will 
_ reclaim, How dare you teach us our duty as Chriſtians, 
while you continue ſo groſly ignorant of your own duty 
as Miniſters ? If we plead, that we had not ſufficiently 
conſidered our duty, 1s not every man juſtified in retort- 
ing, And why did you not conſider it, before you en- 
tered upon the goſpel miniſtry? In truth, we have no 
excuſe; and it will beſt become us, to bluſh and weep 
in ſecret places, to abhor ourſelves, and to een in 
duſt and aſhes. 2 | 
| Were 
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Were I ever ſo much diſpoſed, it would hardly be in 
my power to exaggerate our fin and ſname. You know, 
better than I can tell you, that the ultimate reaſon of 
any, and of all the commandments,- is the will and pre- 
cept of God; and that we evince the ſame contempt of 


his authority, by the wilful negle& of one clear, poſitive 


duty, as though we neglected them all. According to 
the ſpirituality of the commandment we are chargeable 
with the perdition of all the poor Heathens whom our 
diligence might have ſaved: and aſſuredly, their ſouls 


will che Lord require at our hands. Contraſt the infamy 
of our conduct with the grandeur of our calling, and the 


powers of language fail to give juſt: colouring to our ſin! 


* 


HFad the Apoſtles of our Lord, conduſted them 


ſelves towards us, as we conduct ourſelves to the 


Heathen world, not all the refinements of the eighteenth 
century, would have emancipated us from the worſhip of 
Thor and Woden. But bleſſed be the God and Father 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, their religion was of a different 


temper. Having received the commiſhon of their So- 
vereign, they declined not to engage in this warfare. 
Having counted the coſt, they entered into the combat, 
like men determined to conquer or to die. Confident of 
the ſuperlative excellence of the cauſe, for which they 
Had drawn the ſword, they threw away the ſcabbard, and 
diſdained capitulation with the world. The love of 
Chriſt, which we - coldly talk of, they warmly felt. 
They had beheld his glory, were witneſſes of his holy 
life and bleſſed death, his victory over the grave, and his 
| | aſcenſion 
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aſcenſion to heaven. Their taith was a commanding 
evidence of things unſeen, and gave a preſent ſubſiſtence 
to things hoped for. They knew, emphatically, by the 
witneſs of that Spirit in their hearts, which was at once 
the ſeal of their adoption, and the earneſt of their inhe- 
ritance, the immenſe grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
His poverty had made them rich — rich in grace, rich 
in faith, rich in the promiſe and veracity of God whe 
cannot lie ; nor would they have bartered theſe riches 
for all the kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 
Poſſeſſed of a lively hope, they purified themſelves as 
God is pure; and, enriched by the liberality of Chriſt, 


they fold their poſſeſſions, and gave them to the poor, 
ſeeking for themſelves better riches. As ftrangers and 


pilgrims they expected to be hated by the world; and 
determining faithfully to diſcharge the miniſtry they had 
received, they knew they muſt ſuffer perſecution ; and 
that men, who hated to be reformed, would purſue to 
the death thoſe bold reformers, who obtruded the holy 
light of truth, and forcibly diſpelled the darkneſs conge- 
nial to their crimes. To ſuffer for Chriſt was their glory 
and their joy. Stripes, chains, and death were conſider- 
ed as the higheſt honours of the kingdom of that Jeſus, 


who expired on a croſs ; beſtowed as the prize of valour, 


and the reward of extenſive ſervices and of the moſt ap- 


proved integrity. Unawed by thoſe terrors which ſhake 


our breaſts, as far as reaſon would permit, they aſpired 
after theſe honours; lived in hope of the crown of mar- 


tyrdom; and envied the felicity of their fellows, who 


received it before them. The croſs of Chriſt had cruci- 
| „ | fied 
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fied them to the world and the world to them. In tlie 
ſtrong light which flowed from it, they beheld poverty 
and riches, eaſe and torture, honor and infamy, life and 
death, with a placid mind; and the great world, and all 
that it contained, was doiraied to a point of vanity, 
before the faded luſtre of that eye, which wept over its 
ſins and miſeries. Before that object of endleſs aſtoniſh- 
ment, adoration and love, they died to themſelves and 
revived again to live to him. They were not their own, 
but his. His blood had bought them, and his love con- 
trained them to do and ſuffer all things for his ſake. 
They had no reſerves, no drawbacks on their faith; but, 
having given in their names to Chriſt, they would have 
judged themſelves worthy of the fate of Annanias and 
Saphira, if they defrauded him of their lives and for- 
tunes. With them, all was facred. It was their meat 
and drink to do the will of God, and to finiſh the work 
he had given them. The Apoſtles led the way, and 
other Miniſters followed, from province to province, 
and from kingdom to kingdom. Their King was in the 
midſt of them, and they ſaw, by faith, that ſtandard, 
with that infcription, which vas afterwards feigned to 
have been ſeen by the politick Conſtantine. The world 
fell before ſuch combatants; and its pomps and vanities, 
its riches and honours, its ſcience and learning, its arts 
and arms, its potentates and gods, were ſubdued by the 
doctrine of the Croſs. | 


In this manner did the firſt Chriſtians propagate their 
religion, being mighty, in deed and word; and, living 
rather than ** great things, they put to flight all 


the 
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| the armies of the aliens. Their conqueſts were marked, 
not with the blood of their enemies, but with their own. 
Truth and righteouſneſs were their arms; and patient 
ſuffering, and the doctrine of a crucified Saviour, above 
all miraculous gifts, were the true grounds of the aſto- 
niſhing ſucceſs which attended their preaching. But the 


tide of conqueſt was checked too ſoon; and although, 
fot)a few centuries, ſome illuſtrious names ſupported the 
au of the Chriſtian arms, yet the myſtery of iniqui- 
ty, which began to work in the days of the Apoſtles, 
quickly ſpread, withering the roſes of the Church, ſub- 
verting its faith, and corrupting its morals, until it begat 
a race of men more deſperately wicked than Heatheniſm 
ever bred, and ſuch alone as could be produced 2 te 


Be of E 


| Brethren, I will not now demand your attention to the 
melancholy deſolations of the Church : Nor is it my 
intention to ſoil, with a detail of the tranfactions of a 
corrupt Chriſtianity, this letter, in which I have endea- 
voured to rouſe you from your flumbers, by.enforcing 
the command of Chriſt; and, to provoke you to emula- 
tion, by exhibiting the labours and triumphs of the firſt 
believers. They have done greatly; and, though dead, 
they ſtill live and ſpeak to the followers of their faith. 
It is our part to record their actions, and to give 
them the applauſe they have earned ſo well. But we 
muſt do more. We muſt tread in their ſteps, and derive 
encouragement from their example. We muſt prove 
ourſelves their ſucceſſors, by occupying the exten- 
ſive field they cultivated. If we refuſe to do this, the 
| C2 pres 
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chres built for the old prophets by the phariſaick Jews, 
the monuments of our hypocriſy and guilt. Surely, our 
Lord, his Apoſtles, his Martyrs and Confeſſors, lived 

and died not for the benefit of England nor of Chriſten- 
dom alone. — O my God incline us to call a faſt, to pro- 
claim a ſolemn aſſembly, to bathe our altars with our 
tears, to confeſs our ſin and treachery, to ſound an alarm 
in God's holy mountain, and to animate each other to 
the glorious warfare to o which we are pledged ! 


The night is far ſpent, and the tay is at hand. The 


latter ends of the world are fallen upon us, and we have 


many conſiderations to excite us, if it were poſlible, to 


more than apoſtolick labours. The Eaſt, from which 


the day ſprings from on high firſt viſited us, has long 


been loſt to Chriſt ; and the creſcent of Mahomet ftill 
uſurps the places where the croſs once triumphed. In 


the Weſt, the Roman Antichriſt, accurſed of God and 


man, is ſinking under the reiterated ſtrokes of divine ven- 


geance. The God of the Chriſtians is baring his arm, 
and expoſing the nakedneſs of the Scarlet Whore with 
whom the nations of the earth have committed ſpiritual 


fornication. The prayers of the ſpirits under the altar 


are heard; and a righteous God is avenging the blood 
of his ſaints, by giving her to drink of the blood of her 
children. Yet a little while, and we ſhall hear the cry, 


Babylon the Great is fallen; and ſee the Almighty burn- 
ing her, as with fire from heaven, by the very hands 


which erected and ſupported her hierarchy. The ſhouts 


of triumphant atheiſim, and the ſcoffs of a yain philoſo- 


7 
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phy invade our ears. Unheard of prodigies meet our 
eyes, and ſuſ pend our ſouls with aſtoniſhment and horror, 
The ſame ſpirit and principles, which have regenerated 
one Chriſtian nation to atheiſm, are working in others, 
and will, probably, produce the ſame effect. We ſhall 
foon ſee kindling upon Spain, Portugal and Italy, that 

conflagration, which nothing but the pure ſtreams of the 
Reformation can extinguiſh. Even in this bleſſed land of 
civil and religious liberty, where religon has reared her 
moſt auguſt temple, we have much to fear ; and no hu- 
man wiſdom can determine, whether the Almighty may 

not purge our tin and droſs, with the ſame fire, which 
conſumes the wood, the hay and the ſtubble of Churches 
more corrupted than our own. Vain are all the admo- 
nitions of our Maſter, if we do not underſtand the ſigns 
of the day, and put forth thoſe exertions to which they 
call us. | 


It is not for the Potentates of Europe to guarantee the 
welfare of Religion. She diſdains all foreign aids. She 
M calls not for the ſuccour, but commands the obedience of 
= earthly Kings. We, the Miniſters of Chriſt, are called 


1 upon to give the only aids of which ſhe can admit; and 
de demands our talents, our labours, our fortunes, our 
9 | influence, and our lives. Let us fly to the ſuccour of 
J { our beſt mother, the afflicted Church of Chriſt. O let 
1 us no more fall out by the way. Let liberal Churchmen | | 
6 b and conſcientious Diſſenters, prous Calviniſts and pious | 


Arminians, embrace with fraternal arms. Let the preſs 
_ proan no longer with our controverſies ; and let the re- 
C 9 membrance 
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membrance of the petty intereſts we have contended for 
be buried in everlaſting oblivion. Loet us vote that 
Miniſter, who turns one ſinner from the error of his life, 
a wiſer man than he, who demonſtrates the being of a 


God; and ſtudy to live and preach like St. Paul, rather 


than to ſpeak and write with Cicero, Let us for ever 
forſake the Schools; and build our religion on fatts, 


and not on arguments ; on the power of God, and not 
on the wiſdom of man. Chriſtianity addreſſes herſelf to 
the heart. To the heart, then, which 1s the great ſtrong 
hold of Satan, and the inexhauſtible magazine of infidel 


ſophiſtry, let us direct our war. Let us be frequent in 


our pulpits, and from thence boldly denounce the me- 
naces and promiſes of Heaven. Let the crucified Jeſus 
be the prominent figure of our goſpel ; and be held forth, 
tor what he really is, our ſtrength, our glory, and our 
ſalvation. Let us not viſit and converſe as other men; 
but always intent on the obje& of our commiſſion, as 
guardian angels among our people, adviſe, exhort, re- 


prove with all long ſufferance and ſound dottrine. Let 
us not dare to bury our light for ſix days out of ſeven * 


but, on every proper occaſion, when our flocks can be 
convened, approve our faithful diligence in declaring 
God's word. Let us beware of what the world calls 
Prudence; and ſee that we do not ſhun the croſs of 


Chriſt, and enervate his noble religion, by over anxious 


endeavours to render it reſpectable to men of corrupt 
minds, deflitute of the truth, and whoſe oppoſition to 
the goſpel, does not originate in the defect and obſcurity 
of its evidences, but in inveterate hatred of its holineſs 
nad heavenly-mindedneſs. 


But 
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But let not our zeal, piety, and benevolence ſtop here. 
Let us caſt our eyes upon the Continent. Let us extend 
our views to the ends of the earth. Let us, henceforth, 
conſider it as our indiſpenſible duty to do all that lies in 
our power, to preach the goſpel to every: creature, Let 
Miſſions be treated no more with cold negle&, or be 


vilified With charges of enthuſiaſm. But in publick and | 


* 


in private, from the pulpit and from the preſs, let us 


ſpeak of them as becomes their dignity; and recom- 


mend them, with that forcible and perſuaſive elo- 
quence, with which the love of God and man ſhould 


inſpire us. 


It we do this, with becoming diligence and zeal, we 
ſhall ſoon have it in our power to confute a plauſible 
objection, with which infidels blaſpheme our religion. 
The partial diffuſion of Chriſtianity will then be ſeen to 
have originated, not with God, but men. The Philan- 


thropy of God our Saviour will ſhine forth in its proper 
amplitude, as extending to all men; and we, the Miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt, ſhall be made to confeſs, with honeſt 


impartiality and ingenuous ſhame, that the wretched 
ignorance and abominable vices of the Heathen are 


chargeable on our wicked diſobedience to our Maſ- 


ter's commands. O let us no longer give place to unbe- 
lief, idly affecting commiſeration to that wretchedneſs, 
which we have it in our power to relieve; but ariſe 
and aſſert our integrity and manhood. We have the 


key of promiſe in our hands; let us uſe it with cou- 


rage, 


4 _ 


* 


rage, and . to ws thoſe en of _ gene- 
rations. 


I remain, Reverend Brethren, 


Bhs ac ſervant in the $f Sha and we 4 Chriſt, 
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THIRD LETTER. 
| Fathers and ett 


| IN my laſt letter, I made free to put the queſtion, What 
EF / [ * monies have we ſubſcribed, what aſſociations have we 
| formed, what prayers have we offered up, what animated 
exhortations have we given to our flocks, and to one ano. 
ther, on the ſubject of Miſſions? In reply, I ſhall be 
told, that the Church of England has long eſtabliſhed a 
Society for foreign Miſſions ; that the Unitas Fratrum 
have done worthily in the cauſe; that the Weſlean 
Methodiſts have had, of late years, great ſucceſs in the 
Weſt-India iſlands; that the Particular Baptiſts have taken 
up the matter with ſpirit ; that Elliott, Brainard and others 
have acquired immortality by their labours among the 
North American Indians; that the Danes and Hollanders 
have. their Mifhons in the Eaſt; and, that the Jeſuits, 
and 
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and other religious Orders of the Roman Communion, 
have ſhed much blood for Chriſt, in South u 
3 China, and _ "ESD . 


2 Of theſe UFO TER I am not altogether ignorant. 
God forbid I ſhould depreciate their worth ! The bene. 
1 ' yolent promoters of Miſſions merit my warmeſt praiſe ; 
TE and the miſſionaries, who have acted up to the ſpirit of 
| their engagements, are ſuperior to all human approbation. 
135 Their record is on high, and they will ſhine, as the ſun 
N in the firmament, for ever and ever. Conſidered in the 
abſtract, what has been done deſerves the higheſt com- 
mendation. But when we reflect on the ſubjeR, in all 
its extent, we muſt ſee our labours in a very diminutive 
point of view. Were our Prophet the bloody Mahomet, 
were our religion a mere moral ſyſtem, were its ſanc- 
tions of leſs conſideration than they are, were our own 
ſincerity and the welfare of the world not connected ſo 
intimately as they are, in the propagation of Chriſtianity. 
I would celebrate our good deeds in the moſt jubilant 
ſtrains. But, when I look on the myriads of men who 
lie in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death ; when heaven 
and hell open on my ſoul, and caſt their light upon 
our labours ; or when I ftand by the ſide of the ſuffering 
Saviour of the Heathen, and my bible tells me, that He, 
whom I ſee expiring in agony, is God MAN IT EST 
IN THE FLESH, ſhame, grief, and indignation oppreſs 
my feelings. I caſt up the ſum of our labours, and, 
amidſt ſuch objects, mark it with a eypher. Alas! it is 
evident, we are {till in the infancy of things; and that 
| the 
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the miſſionary ſpirit has not yet warmed the boſom of 
the Church. Contemplate theſe objects, Reverend 
Brethren, which I have ſet before you; and ſay, Whe- 
ther I can with truth and modeſty compliment you on 
our atchieyments? Or can merit cenſure, for repeating 


the queſtion, What monies have we ſubſcribed, what - 


aſſociations have we formed, what prayers have we 
offered up, what .animated exhortations have we given 
to our flocks and to one another on the ſubje& of 


Miſſions? Greenland is, perhaps, the only Heathen 


Country, in which the genuine religion of Chriſt has 


gained a rm footing for ſeveral centuries. 


| Neither a hiſtory ot Miſſions, nor even a review of 
them, can have place in the narrow limits of my plan, 


A few obſervations on the views, with which they have 


been ſet on foot; the manner, in which they have been 
conducted; and the ſucceſs, which has attended them; 


is all that I ſhall offer to your attention in this letter. 


Miſſions have ſometimes been ſet on foot with very 


improper views. Such were the Miſſions of the Jeſuits 


in Paraguay, California, and other parts of Spaniſh 


America. Their end was: the ſubjugativn of the poor 
favages to the dominion of Spain; and Chriſtianity was 


a mere ſtate engine, by which it was hoped the minds of 


freemen might, with more facility, be bowed to the yoke 


of flavery. Whether thoſe good Fathers were more honeſt 


than their employers, and were really deſirous to conſult.” 
the happineſs of their converts, or were ſtimulated only 


by 
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by ambitious and lucrative motives, as they ſtand charged 
by their enemies, I will not preſume to ſay, But we 
know well what was the end of thoſe Miſſions. In one 
day, all the Jeſuits in South America were ſeized, their 
Order aboliſhed, and the ultima ratio regum—cannon and 
muſkets, applied with ſuch good ſucceſs to the miſerable 
Guaranis, that, if they were not made good Chriſtians, 
they were, at leaſt, converted into what the Court of 
Spain had much more at heart — paſſive, ſpiritleſs ſlaves. 
The Miſſions among the Cannadian Indians, while that 
country made a part of the French dominions, appear to 
have originated in ſimilar motives. Happily, their ca- 
taſtrophe was leſs bloody. The miſſionaries, indeed, 
fell by the hands of the untractable ſavages they would 
have converted to ſlavery and chriſtianized ſuperſtition. 
They themſelves ſtill remain to be exterminated, as tribes 
of: their brethren have been, by the Engliſh bayonet and 
the American rifleman. The Miſſions of the Portugueſe 
in Angola, Abyſſinia, and India, had very different 
things in view than the ſalvation of men's ſouls. The 
ſame may be ſaid, I fear, of many other Catholick 
Miſſions. In this reſpect, Proteſtants are not ſo blame 
able: nevertheleſs, we are not, altogether, without hav. 
ing been actuated by unworthy views. Proteſtant powers 
have not made religion the pretext for conqueſt ; for they 
have, in general, valued it ſo little, that provided they 
might carry on their commerce in peace, and cut the 
throats of the Heathens, whenever they reſiſted their 
encroachments, they have left them to take care of their 
own ſouls; as if it was thought Chriſtianity could do 
| them 
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them no good, and the injuries they ſuffered from us 
merited no compenſation. But, to quicken the flow 
movements of piety, even among Engliſh Proteſtants, 
ſome patrons of Miſſions have not diſdained to apply the 
ſtimulus of intereſt, Miſſions would civilize the ſavage 
— He would ſoon be taught to value European Juxu- 
ries — Furs would purchaſe our coarſe goods. Thus 
were Miſſions connected with manufactures and com- 
merce, and gain became a pedeſtal for godlznels to ſtand 
upon. It this mode of reaſoning be thought allowable 


with thoſe, who are not to be influences by more ap- 


propriate motives, I affirm, from certain knowledge, that 


it brings a flur on all undertakings of the kind. I add, 
that if ſuch an argument ſhould engage men of improper 
characters to act in aſſociations for Miſſions, and to have 
any weight in the conduct of them, Miſhons will ſuffer 


more injury from their counſels, than they can derive 


benefit from their liberality. The giving glory to God 


in the higheſt, and the ſpreading of peace and good will 
among men upon earth are the only motives, which ſhould 


influence theſe attempts; and, if we think to promote 
the cauſe of God, by arguments addreſſed to the corrupt 
principles of man, we ſhall cut off our legs, before we 
ſet out in the race. 5 


The manner, in which Miſſions have dong conducted. 
has been as different, as the views in which they origi. 


- nated, and the characters oi thoſe who ated in them. 
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In South America, the ambition and avarice of the 
Jeſuits, or their piety (God knows which) were ſubſer- 
vient to the politicks of the Court of Madrid; and this 
co-operation, ſo long as it continued, gave an aſtoniſhing 
momentum to their labours. The. Pope, the King of 
Spain, and zealous Catholicks enriched their ſunds; and, 
that the immoral lives of the Spaniards might.not preju= 
dice the Indians againſt the faith of Chrift, they were 
prohibited from any intercourſe with the Nations, who 
were to be converted, The Jeſuits, on their part, em- 
barked in the undertaking in great numbers. They con- 
ducted the enterprize with wiſdom, courage, and perſe- 
verance. Many of them were the victims of their zeal; 
falling by the hands of the Indians, or in confequence of 
the hardſhips they endured. The members of that learned 


Order were metamorphiſed into maſons, carpenters, and 


ſmiths, and, at once, inſtructed their converts in the arts 
of life and in the truths of religion. They prevailed; 

and collected the wandering tribes into villages, where 
they appear to have lived happy under their lenient go- 
vernment. But the queſtion was, Whom theſe poor 
creatures ſhould acknowledge for their maſter, the Jeſu- 
its, or the King of Spain? Hence thoſe jealouſies, 
which terminated in the ruin of the OY and hone g 
abolition of the Order of Jeſuits. 


In oy and China, we have memorable documents 
of the proweſs of that celebrated Order. Francis Xavier 
was himſelf a hoſt. His labours were wonderful; and 
through every unhappy medium that we are to contem- 

plate 
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plate his character, he appears a man of the firſt magni⸗ 
tude.” An eulogium, ſuperior to the queſtionable. mira- 
cles, wich which his biographers adorn his lite, may be 
collected from the reverence in which he was held by the 
Japaneſe, and the hatred with which he was perſecuted by 
his companions from Portugal. He ſeems to have been 
too good for their purpoſes. The men, who have ſince 
born witneſs to his worth, were thoſe on whom his death 
18 chargeable. It is well known, that this Apoſtle of the 
Indies expired in the Iſland of Sanchian, deſerted by all 
his countrymen, at the time he was endeavoring to pene- 
trate into China. — But the indefatigable Sons of Loyala 
ſoon trod in the ſteps of this famous leader. After ſur- 
mounting innumerable obſtacles, which were thrown in 
their way from the policy of the Chineſe, and the con- 
cempt and jealouſy in which they held Europeans, they 
found means to recommend themſelves to the Emperor 
and the Mandarins of his Court; and ohtained many pri- 
vileges and indulgences for their Order. Their ſkill in 
the Mathematicks, Aſtronomy, and other ſciences, and 
their elegant and expenſive preſents of curious pieces of 
mechaniſm,. gave them great influence in a kingdom, 
whoſe Monarchs have given the moſt diſtinguiſhed patro- 
nage to men of letters and ſcience. Their converts in 
Japan and China ſoon amounted to ſeveral hundred thou- 
fands ; numerous churches were built; books of religion 
were tranflated i into the native ems; and their affair 
wore an aſpect, ſo favorable, as to promiſe a permanent 
and extenſive eſtabliſhment of the Roman religion, in 


both thoſe empires. But the Miffionaries themſelves ſap- 
ped 
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| 15 the foundations of the fabrick they had erected. In- 


toxicated with ſucceſs, they affected too much notoriety. 
Laying afide that humility which had at firſt 'recom. 
mended them to notice, they betrayed a lofty and impes 
rious ſpirit. They ſuppoſed the favor of the Sovereign 
the beſt ſecurity for their labours; and ſoon became ac- 
compliſhed courtiers. The nobility; offended - at the 
intereſt which a few obſcure ſtrangers had acquired with 
the Prince, united to deſtroy them. The Dominicans, 
who had been aſſociated in their labours, quarrelled with 
the Jeſuits; and their mutual ill offices rendered 
the Emperor ſuſpicious of the conſequences of introdu- 


ding the papal power over the conſciences of his ſubjetts. 


Perſecution lowered. Baniſhment, impriſonment, and 
death ſoon followed. Great numbers of the Jeſuits and 
of their converts ſuffered with invincible fortitude; and, 
in their laſt moments, approved a hope full of immorta- 
lity. Chriſtianity may be conſidered as exterminated in 
both thoſe great Empires; except, that in the laſt, a few 
diſguiſed prieſts ſtill find means to conceal themſelves in 
Canton, to keep alive the dying embers of the mighty 
flame they had kindled. The Jeſuits ſtand convicted of 
granting to their proſelytes large indulgence of heathen- 
iſh ſuperſtition ; but I ſee not why Proteſtants ſhould be 
ſurpriſed at their conduct, and much leſs, why Papiſts 
ſhould criminate it. Men, who offered ſaint-worſhip to 
that Moloch, Dominick, and other illuſtrious villains of 
the papal calendar, could not deal rigorouſly with the 
Chineſe, for ſimilar honours they paid to the benevolent 
Confucius and the ſpirits of their progenitors. Nor do 
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I ſee, why we ſhould think ſo meanly of their converts; 
Thouſands of them died for their religion: and il, amidſt 


all the trumpery of antichriſtian ſuperſtition, we can dif. 


cover ſpirits ſo pure and elevated as thoſe of a Fenelon and 


Paſcha}, T think there 1s great reaſon to believe, that the 
commanding features of revealed religion, rendered dou- 
bly impreſſive from their novelty, might produce the moſt 
ſalutary effects on the converts of China and Japan. 


Of the attempts which have been made by the Society 
for Foreign Miſſions, I wiſh to ſpeak in handſome terms. 


But, I am ſorry to obſerve, that there is nothing on the 


face of the accounts of their proceedings, which have been 
laid, from time to time, before the Publick, upon which 
I can ground a compliment. Their money and their 


labours have been extremely unproductive; and, I fear 


very little is to be expected from that quarter, until a 
conſiderable alteration takes place in the ſpirit of the 


Church of England, and in the manner in which her 


miſſions are conducted. We ſeem almoſt deſtitute of the 


zeal and courage required for theſe engagements. I be- 


lieve the Society are frequently at a loſs to find miſſion. 
aries; and, under this diſcouragement, are often obliged 
to take up with improper characters. We have no 


diſcipline. We have no common habits to unite our 


miſſionaries. They are are thinly ſcattered in Miſſions; 
and not enjoying the advantages of numbers equal to their 


attempts, nor acting with united ſtrength and counſels, | 


they cannot have great ſucceſs. Let cauſe and effect be 
compared together, and it will appear, that theſe attempts 


have been as fruitful, as was to be expected from the 


manner 


Wr 


= ww "8 Wy > Ig Pt, 


ON MISSIONS. 33 


manner in which tliey were conducted. The Society in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge have des 
ſerved well of their own country; and have made many 
attempts to convert and civilize the North American Sa- 
vages. Some of their miſſionaries have been apoſtplick 
men, and God has bleſſed their labours with conſiderable 
ſucceſs. They have evinced a true ſpirit of Miſſions, by 


expoſing their perſons to all the dangers and hardſhips 


of living among ſavages. If this Society has erred in 
any thing, it is in expoſing theſe excellent men ſingly 
and alone, to contend with all the diſcouragements of 


ſuch undertakings, This muſt have thrown a great damp 
on their activity, depreſſing their ſpirits, injuring their 
health, and accelerating their death. No human mind 
can at all times ſupport itſelf under diverſified ſuffering. 
and diſappointment. If any man on earth needs the ſup- 
port of a few kindred ſpirits to cheer his heart, invigorate 


his zeal, and ſupport his patience and fortitude, it is a 


miſſionary to Heathens. David Brainerd, and a few ſu- 
perior minds, may have walked through life, without the 
conſolation of a friend and comforter. But the conver- 


ſion of Heathens will never be effected by a few ſuch 
characters. Common men muſt be employed, and Miſ- 


ſions, to be ſucceſsful, muſt be rendered, as much as 


poſſible, common things. Perhaps, we are hardly juſtifi- 


able in expoſing inſulated individuals in ſuch circumſtan- 
ces of trial; and let them anſwer our expectations ever ſo 


well, their ſucceſs will always be inadequate to the ob- 


je& of Miſſions, which is an extenſive ſpread of Chriſt's 


religion. I know not that the Dutch have merited com- 
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mendation by | their miſſionary 8 I am m equally Is 


norant of what bas been done by the Swedes. The 


Danes are entitled to the approbation of their fellow 
Chriſtians for their labours of love in Greenland and in 
the Eaſt; but as I can ſpeak of them only in general 
terms, and my Principal intention is to confine my 
obſervations to what has been cone among ourſelves, I 


dare form no eſtimate of their ſervices. 


The Moravian Brethren, have been among us, what the 


Jeſuits were in the Roman Church. They have laboured, 


and ſuffered, and effected more than all of us. Their 
motives have been pure; their miſſionaries unblamea ble; 
their ſelf denial, courage, hardihood and perſeverance 
admirable ; and their ſucceſs ſuch as to give general en- 


couragement. They have never provoked perſecution 


among the Heathens, nor incurred reproach among Furo- 
peans, by a ſecular, ſordid, turbulent ſpirit, Their ſuc- 
ceſs cannot be referred to the learning of their Miniſters, 
the richneſs of their funds, or the names and influence 


of great patrons. The caſe was far otherwiſe: In all theſe 
reſpects they have lain under heavy diſcouragements. 


We muſt then account for their ſucceſs upon other prin- 
ciples; and they are, I think, very obvious. Their miſ- 


ſionaries have been men of ardent piety. The Brethren 


had it in their power to hold out no improper induce- 


ments to them. They are all of them volunteers; for it 


is an inviolable maxim, with the Moravians, to perſuade 
no man to engage in miſſions. They ſeldom make an 


attempt where there are not half a dozen of them in the 
Miſſion. ; 
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Miſſion. They live together in one family, and, where 
they find it neceſſary, labour with their own hands. 
Hence their Miſſions are leſs expenſive, than thoſe of 
any other people; they can engage in more Miſſions, 
than they would otherwiſe be able to ſupport ; and their 
miſſionaries are enabled to ſubſiſt, where thoſe of other 
denominations would ſtarve. Their miſſionaries are en- 
tirely of one mind, as to the doctrines they teach, their 
mode of inculcating them, and the diſcipline they exer- 
ciſe over their flocks. Their habits are congenial; and, 
accuſtomed for a courſe of years to give ſcrupulous at- 
tention to every rule of their Church, few caſes can 
occur to produce diverſity of judgements among them. 
They live together with the regularity of a monaſtick 
inſtitution ; and the frequent ſtated returns of devotional 
exerciſes keep up the ſpirit of piety. They have each of 
them their proper department in the family ; and occu- 
pied as they are, with ſtudy, private and public: devo- 
tion, preaching, and the various exerciſes of the paſtoral 
care, they have no time to be idle. If any of their miſ- 
ſionaries are carried off by ſickneſs or caſualty, men of 
the ſame ſtamp are ready to ſupply their place; and the 
office of a miſſionary does not go about knocking at a 
hundred doors doomed to be rejected by them all, as too 
often happens in the Church of England Miſſions. Thus 
mutually ſupporting and inſpiriting one another, they are 
ſheltered from thoſe tempeſts, which diſcharge their fury 


on a few ſolitary beings, badly united together, and 


placed in circumſtances, where the zeal and abilities of 
an individual, however great, can effect little. 
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The Methodiſts have lately entered -upon this career, 
and bid fair to run it with the ſame ſucceſs, The cha- 
| rafter of their miniſters, the nature of their diſcipline, 
and the integrity of their views, are ſimilar, in many 
reſpects, to thoſe of the Moravians. But there are 
alſo ſome features, in which they are ſtrongly contraſ- | 
ted; and they will, probably, produce a conſiderable 
difference in the nature and ſacceſs of their miſſionary 
warfare, both of a favourable and unfayourable kind. 
The zeal of the Moravian is calm, ſteady, perſevering. 
He would reform the world, but is careful how he 
quarrels with it. He carries his point by addreſs, and 
the inſinuations of modeſty and mildneſs, which com- 
mend themſelves to all men, and give offence to none. 
The habits of- ſilence, quietneſs, and decent reſerve, 
mark his character. The zeal of the Methodiſt blazes, 
and burns every thing before it. He is open, active, 
bold, and ardent. He ſees himſelf in a puſhing world, and 
puſhes with the foremoſt, He cannot brook the general 
coldneſs ; and, fearleſs of conſequences, cenſures with 
ſeverity what he deems cenſurable. He mixes in the 
world ; makes a hundred different attempts to effect his 
purpoſe ; and, if baſed in them all, direct his labours 
to {hme other quarter, which affords full ſcope to his 
activity. He lives in action; and is dejefted and un- 
comfortable, if he wants active employment. The 
Methodiſts are known chiefly for what they have done 
at home; the Moravians for what they have done 
abroad. The MHravian diſcipline is more ſevere and 
complicate, and requires a ſubmiſſion and docility in 
their 
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their people, againſt which the high idea of perſonal 
liberty that prevails in Europe, ſtrongly militates. The 
Methodiſt diſcipline is more lax and liberal ; and while 
it 1s ſufficiently ſtrict, in guarding men's morals, it 
carries nothing in it to repel proſ-lytes. Itinerancy is 
the Palladium of Methodiſm. Fixing on ſome favour- 
able poſt, they revolve in a circle round it, perpetually 
making incurſions in the neighbouring. country, and 
multiplying their circuits and their preachers in propor- 
tion to their ſucceſs. If they do not ſplit of themſelves, 
there is hardly any thing in the miſſionary line, which 
they may not attempt and ſucceed in. But they will not, 
I fear, be able to ſteer clear of perſecution, as the Mora- 
vians have done ; nor do I conceive, that they have 
patience and perſeverance for a Greenland Miſhon, 
A. Methodiſt preacher would think his life thrown away, 
in ſpending twenty or thirty years upon a few converts. 
And, I flatter myſelf, the Methodiſts are too well ac- 
quainted with themſelves, to engage in ſuch underta- 
kings, while ſo many large and populous kingdoms are 
acceſſible to their labours. | | 


When we come to make a general eſtimate of the 
ſucceſs of Miſſions, both in the R man and Proteſtant 
Communions, I fear, I ſhoud be too liberal were I to 
ſay, that there are in the whole Heathen world, one 
hundred thouſand genuine converts to Chriſtianity. And, 
if this be all we can ſhew tor our labour, from the Refor- 
mation of Luther to the preſent day, I think it invincible 
demonſtration, that we have not taken up the matter 
with a proper ſpirit, nor conducted it in a proper man- 
ner. D 3 | From 
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From the foregoing obſervations, I come to the fol- 
lowing concluſions. Firſt, that if we continue to go on 
with Miſſions as we have done, we can hope for no better 
ſucceſs ; and the day of judgment will ſurprize us quar- 


reling with each other i in Europe, where we have earth- 
ly intereſts to engage our paſſions, and doing nothing 


in the reſt of the world, where all the intereſts of 


Chriſſ are neglected. Secondly, it will be more manly 


and ingenuous to renounce all our Miſſions, to deny 
the obligation of acting in them, and to acknowledge 
that we are mercenaries, who muſt be paid for our pater 
noſter, than thus to go on ſhamefully deceiving ourſelves, 


and endeavouring to impoſe on God and men, by a ſhew 


of zeal for religion, which has no real place in our 


hearts aud conduct. Thirdly, miſſionaries muſt be uni- 
ted perfectly, in common principles and habits, and act 


- with that energy which reſults from united counſels and 


actions; and, it is with the view of ſhewing the neceſſity 
of it, that I have expatiated ſo freely on the Jeſuits, 
Moravians, and Methodiſts. Fourthly, miſſionaries muſt 
be tound in larger numbers, and ſuitable funds muſt be 
eſtabliſhed for the work. An enquiry into the beſt way 
of conducting Miſſions, and the conſideration of what 
ſteps it is. incumbent on ns to take in this buſineſs, will 


| furniſh matter for my next Letter. : 


I remain, Reverend Brethren, 


\ 


Your affectionate, humble ſervant, 


MH 
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FOURTH LETTER. 


Fathers and polio 


JN writing upon Miſſions, I propoſed only to call gene- 
ral attention to the ſubje&, and to ſatisfy myſelf with a 
few hints on the manner of conducting them. But, at 
| the requeſt of ſome friends, whom I have conſulted, 
and to whoſe judgment I owe much deference, I am 
now prevailed upon to ſay, ſpecifically, what it is I 
expect from my Brethren in the miniſtry reſpecling 


Miſſions ; and to obtrude my own particular views of 


the moſt eligible way of carrying them into effect. 


Of you, Reverend Brethren, I require, that you 


will ſet to heart the ſalvation of the Heathen, meditate 


on the ſubje& with the moſt ſolemn, and affectionate 
feelings, and cultivate your zeal and philanthropy by 
earneſt prayer to God, that he would give you towards 
them bowels and mercies, I would have you ſuppoſe it 
_ poſſible, that it may be your duty to take a more active 
part in Miſſions than you have imagined ; and conſe. 
quently, I wiſh you to diveſt yourſelves of every preju- 


dice, which might bias your judgment, and preclude the - 


convictions of duty. I expect, that you will not treat 
the ſubje& with levity, and, much leſs, with contempt ; 
but ſpeak of it with reſpe& and approbation. I think, 


you ſhould take opportunities of ſetting the importance 


of theſe undertakings before your flocks from the pul- 
pit; 
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8 pit; and, by your exhortations and liberality, give them 


examples of zeal and benevolence. I add, that if your 
convictions of duty lead that way, you ſhould come 


forward with all boldneſs, and take your part in the 


buſineſs, whatever it my be, in ſerving Miſſions, by 
your pen, your influence, your advice, or your perſonal 


labours, either at home or abtoad. 


From Minifters, as connected with each other, I 
expe, that they mutually communicate their views as to 


the moſt effeftual methods of ſpreading the goſpet; and 


exhort each other to a generous and noble exertion of 
minifterial zeal. I require them to form Aſſociations» 


for collecting money, obtaining information, procuring 


miſſionaries, and tranſatting the variety of concerns, 


which fall under the conſideration of Miſhons. In 


theſe Aſſociations, I wiſh thoſe Miniſters to come for- 


word, whoſe character and ſervices give them moſt 
reſpectability, and will enable them to promote effectu- 
ally the caule they undertake. Laſt of all, having once 


engaged, I would have the Aſſociation to be actuated by 
a true ſpirit of Miſſions, They ſhould be zealous, active, 
indefatigable. Any Miniſter who is not warmly affected 


to Miſſions, ſhould be excluded from the acting Commit- 


tee. What theſe Gentlemen are, their miſſions will 
be. Having in their power the choice of miſſionaries, 
and the management of the Miſſion, they will not fail 
to give to the whole undertaking the features and com- 
plexion of their own characters. — This is the ſum of 


my requiſitions ; and I flatter myſelf that there is in it, 


nothing 
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nothing | ;Hrantonal, nothing, to the ng of 
| which our ar calling does not _—_ us. ö 
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1 The oo Merk 0 which has des Miſſions ſhould 
incline us to ſuſpe&, that they have not been conducted 


in the moſt eligible way; and diſpoſe us to examine 
with candour any new method, which may be propo- 
ſed. I will, therefore, ſhew my opinion. But as I do 


not preſume to diate to any man on the ſubje&; ſol 
am aware, that no one plan can be formed, which wiil 
equally apply to Nations, who differ in their degree of 
civilization, their police, their religion, and the face of 
their country. Whoever, therefore, are intruſted with 
the execution of our plans, ſhould have the diſcre: 
tionary power, of deviating in their application, as 


the reaſon of the caſe ſhall demand. This obſerva- 


tion premiſed, a general view of the nature of Miſſions, 
and of the flate of the Heathen Nations, may ena- 
ble us to infer ſomething as to the line of conduct 
Nee likely to eee en | 

Before we'can juſtify ſanguine hopes, a conſiderable 
alteradon' in favour of religion muſt take place among 


ourſelves. We cannot give to others, what we do not 


poſſeſs; and before our zeal will acquire ſufficient 
momentum to effect great things for the ſalvation 


of the Heathens, it is neceſſary that a more general and 


ſerious care ſhould prevail about the ſalvation of our 


own ſouls. While we look for this deſirable change, we 


cannot do better than renew our . engagements; 
which 
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| whichwill have the moſt favourable operation in bring- 
ing it about. Great deſigns and great undertakings form 


great men. They call forth talents, of which we never 
ſuppoſed ourſelves to be poſſeſſed; and give an exhibition 


of ſplendid virtues, which do not frequent the common 
paths of life. Courage provokes courage, and zeal en- 


kindles zeal. Conſiderable ſucceſs, in any one miſſion, 
would encourage many undertakings; and the activity 


exerted in tavour of the Heathens, would naturally call 


attention to the ways and means of doing good among 
our own countrymen, 


Want of ſucceſs is the moſt fatal objection which lies 
againſt Miſſions. We have not taken proper ſteps to in- 
ſure ſucceſs. We have hardly dared to hope for it. A few 
hundred converts have been conſidered, as a great thing ; 
and a few thouſand have been the ne plus ultra of our hope, 
A revolution muſt take place in our ideas on the ſubject. 
We muſt hope for great things. We muſt attempt great 


. things. Until this is done, tolerable ſucceſs is not to be 
expected. There is a proportion between the object we 


embrace, and the zeal and exertion we ſhew in accom. 
pliſhing it. Such limited views as theſe preclude exer- 
tion. Whereas, where great advantages are propoſed, 
men are forward to incur great expences, and to run great 
riſks. Let us, then, determine to give a fair trial to Miſ- 
ſions, and undertake ſomething which will help us to 
form a reaſonable judgment of what is, or is not to be 


expekted from them. Let our object be to evangelize 


the 
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the Iſlands of ihe South Sea, or to obtain for Chriſtianity 
a firm fowting, and extenſiue ſhread in India, China, Tibet, 
Borneo, Perſia, Tartary, and other great kingdoms. 


The preparations we make muſt be anſwerable to the 
views we adopt. Men and money are the nerves of war. 
A few ſcattered miſſionaries, and paltry funds, are inade- 
quate to ſuch conqueſts. But, as our ſtrength is ſmall, 
and our forces new levies, unpractiſed to theſe perilous 
encounters, I would recommend to no Denomination of 
Chriſtians to engage in a ſecond Miſſion, until experience 
has convinced them that they are more than equal to the 
firſt, Woe muſt alſo be reſolved to take the field 1 in the | 
very boldeſt line of ſervice. A Miſſion, eſpecially ſuch 
a Miſſion as I propoſe, is one of thoſe enterprizes where 
the meaſures which, at . firſt ſight, appear the moſt ha- 
zardous and deſperate, are the moſt deliberate and ſuc- 
ceſsful. Men, who are not diſpoſed to run all chances, 
and to undergo ſufferings, which on the relation might 
freeze the blood of thoſe who hear them quietly by their 
fire ſides, have no buſineſs in Miſſions. And, if miſſiona- 
ries of this caſt are not to be had, we may, without any 
great detriment to the Chriſtian Cauſe, wait with patience 
until ſuch characters appear in the world. Men of other 
diſpoſitions will do, as little as has been done: and if a few 
individuals of a peculiar turn »f mind are willing to relin- 
quiſh a large ſphere of u'efulneſs in Europe for the hope 
of converting a handful of people in India, they will not 
have man followers: But they will furniſh for us, at 
home, a pretext for talking about greater things, than we. 
have godlineſs or courage to perform. Igive 
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1 give my advice that no Miſſion, of the deſcription I 
knve pointed out, be undertaken with a ſmaller number 
than ten or twelve miſſionaries ; and that number ſhould 
be increafed in a treble or quadruple proportion, as the 
ſucceſs attending the Miſſion may require. To procure. 
a large ſupply of miſſionaries, I propoſe that an equal 
number of pious lay brethren ſhould be employed in 
every Miſſion, as ſchoolmaſters, tranſcribers, exhorters, 
and to aſſiſt in all the emergencies of the Miſſion, to 
which miſſionaries may not be able to give attention. 
Voung men of twenty, or one and twenty years of age, 
would eaſily be found among every Chriſtian people, who 
have good natural talents and zeal for God, which would 
make them rejoice to be aſſociated in our labours. Their 
youth and inexperience would derive inftruftion and ſup- 
port from their elder Brethren, and, after a few years 
trial, they might be promoted to the honorable ſtation of 
miſſionaries. Such an eftabliſhment would be the beſt ſe- 
minary of education for miſſions, and, with occaſional 
helps from Europe, be ſufficient for all demands. Nor 


is this idea, altogether novel: the Unitas Fratrum, in 


their Miſſions, have availed themſelves lad of the 
piety of their lay brethren. 


As as expence of 1 ſo large a number of miſ- 
fionaries would be very great, and far beyond the ſtrength 
of any funds, which can, at this time, be ſet on foot, I 
propoſe that no miſſionary be received until he has ac- 
quainted himſelf with one or other art, by which he may 


do ſomething towards his own maintenance. This is, I 
| think, 
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think, a matter of indilpenſible au The Apoliles 
of our Lord, the Jeſuits, and the Moravians, have expe- 
rienced the advantage of practiſing theſe honeſt arts. I 
have elſewhere given my reaſons for diſcharging married 
miniſters from this warfare; nevertheleſs, if ſuch are to 
be found, as are defirous of engaging under all the dif. 
eouragements of their ſituation, let them go. With God's 5 
bleſſing, both they and their wives may be very ee in N 
a miſſionary mii. | 


ith ſuch difficulties and dangers before them, it 
would be ungenerous and unfeeling not to give to miſ- 
ſionaries every comfort and accomodation we can afford; 
but a ſtated ſalary is, in my idea of it, unneceſſary and 
improper. A few books, and clothes, with the proper T1 
implements of their reſpective arts, is all they can need, 
and all they could retain with ſafety in an uncivilized 


— 
£©% 
. % 


country. : 
Suppoſe twenty miſſionaries and lay-brethren ſafely 
landed in Otaheite, they muſt recommend themſelves = 
by liberality, and purchaſe a few acres of land for culti- | 
vation, as well as a competent ſtock of the neceſſaries of | | 
the country. They will build a large houſe for their 
eſtabliſhment, and erect a church for divine worſhip. 
After they begin to be acquainted with the people and 
country, they may, if it be thought adviſable, make two 
or three more eftabliſhments in different parts of the 
Iſland. They will form vocabularies, and reduce the 
language to rule; make obſervation on all they ſee and 
3 hear, 
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hear, write it down, and commit it to memory ; they 


will acquaint themſelves with the religion, government, 


and manners of the natives; begin to inſtruct youth, 
communicate all the knowledge they poſſeſs, learn to cul. 


_tivate their lands, and, to do every thing elſe needful for 


their ſupport. During this time they may alſo give the 


natives ſome hiſtorical accounts of Chriſtianity, and the 


leading principles of our morals. But their grand labour | 
will be the acquiſition of the language, and the improve- 
ment of their piety, as well as the giving of an example to 
the iſlanders, 'by the regular and frequent returns of all 
the exerciſes of piety and benevolence. In two years 
time I ſuppoſe them tolerably well acquainted with the 
language, and thoſe who ſpeak it, their affairs in good 
train, and the plan of operation laid down with mutual 
conſent. They may now proceed to buſineſs, and open 


their commiſſion with due ſolemnity. 


If they did not before multiply their eſtabliſhments, it 
will now be neceſſary to do it. In each department, they 
will open a ſchool for youth, rather than children; and 
others of them may be employed in travelling through 


the country in a regular itinerancy, preaching every night 


and morning; and after a circuit of a fortnight, return 
to the eſtabliſhment, And in this manner muſt they con- 
tinue to aft, increaſing their labour in proportion to their 
ſucceſs, and to their numbers. If, inſtead of Otaheite, 
they make their attempt in India, they may conduct them- 


ſelves in much the ſame way. It may be needful to ſay 


that they ſhould form their eſtabliſhments in all the great 
cities 
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cities of the empire, after the example of the Apoſtles, 


who ſoon formed Churches 1 in Alexandria, Antioch and 
e | | 5 


- 


In miſſionary eſtabliſhments, the greateſt care ſhould be 
taken in giving to every man his proper department, and 
in preſerving a general cooperation in all their efforts. 


If abſolute ruin be not the conſequence of their acting 


independently of each other, yet their ſtrength will be ſo 


diminiſhed by diviſion, as to produce no fruit worthy of 


their toil. If there be any concluſiveneſs in this reaſon. 
ing, it will ſhew the abſolute neceſſity of each miſſion- 
ary's guarding againſt pertinacity of opinion, and the 
encouraging of thoſe habits of faſtidious delicacy which 


grow upon men who are accuſtomed in all things to 


conſult only their private feelings. — Unleſs we can 
reſoive on this ſacrifice, we are not qualified to act i in 
Miſſions. 


Under the conſideration of the moſt eligible way of 
conducting Miſſions, it may not be improper to add a 
few obſervations on the manner of preaching, and the 
behaviour with reſpe& to ſome important points, which 


will be moſt likely to give ſucceſs to miſſionaries. His 


doctrine and the way of propoſing it are the firſt things I 
ſhall notice. He ſhould remember, that he is a prea- 
cher of the goſpel, and that it is not ſo much moral 


truths, as goſpel principles and motives that he is to 
inftil into his auditors. The morality of Chriſt is the 


moſt perfe& and admirable ſyſtem which ever appeared, 
or 
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or can be conceived of, as applicable to the ſtate and 
ſituation of mankind, ' Conſidered in its due extent, it 
embraces our whole duty to God and men ; it regulates 
not only every action of our external conduct, but alſo 
forms every diſpoſition of the mind, controuls every 
faculty of the ſoul, and exerciſes a ſovereign authority | 
over every ſecret of the heart. It is always beautiful, 
and harmonizes with itſelt in all its parts, In no caſe, 
and to no man does it grant indulgence of unrighteouſ- 
neſs. But to preach this moral rule in all its extent is 
not to preach the goſpel, So far from it, that they, who 
have inſiſted upon it, ſo, as to obtain, the name of 
Moral preachers, have in fact ſubverted the goſpel, and 
broken the moral law into a thouſand pieces, a few of 
which are gathered up, by thoſe who mean to go to 
heaven by the merit of their works, and they conſider 
themſelves as enriched by their partial acquiſitions. . 
Archimedes, exulting in the ſucceſs of an experiment 
in mechanicks, exclaimed, Find me a place to ſtand 
upon, and Twill move the earth! Theſe Moral Preach- 
ers, are in the very dilemma of the Philoſopher.— 
Could their engine move the earth, they want a ſolid 
ſpot to fix it upon. Unleſs they ſupply this defect, their 
boaſted morals are good for nothing; and their zeal to 
do good a mere beating the air. The Goſpel Preacher 
ſupplies their defect, and both magnifies and eſtabliſhes 
the law, in all its extent, and ſpirituality, by placing it 
on the glorious, everlaſting foundation, of Chriſt eruci- 
fied, Juſtice, mercy, truth, however we may differ in 
the application of the terms, are things, in which 
Heathens 


: 
1 ee . 
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Heathens will think themſelves as well informed as our- 
ſelves: But the original rectitude and ſubſequent de- 
pravity of man, the incarnation and death of the Son of 
God for our redemption, a free juſtification by the 
grace of God, a regeneration of the whole man, con- 
ſiſtent univerſal holineſs, inforced on the ground that we 
are not our own, but Chriſt's, the ſupernatural ſuccours 
_ of the Divine Spirit, and the commanding doctrines of 
eternal judgment, are things of which they have no con- 
ception. Theſe grand, forcible truths, with the varied 
apparatus which belong to them, are thoſe on which miſ- 

ſionaries are called to inſiſt; and the crucified Jeſus is the 
central point, from which all the lines of our divinity 
muſt be drawn. In a word our miſſionaries muſt be goſ- 
pel miniſters, and not merely moral ones. 


Hie that believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, ſaid the 
| bleſſed Jeſus, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
This ſhould be inſiſted on with becoming firmneſs ; but 

I incline to think, that we ſhould not abroad, and eſpe- 

cially in the early Pages of our Miſſion, deal ſo freely in 

the figure anathema, as we do at home. In England every 
man profeſſes Chriſtianity, and is ſufficiently acquainted 
with the leading principles of our faith to criminate his 
diſobedience. , We may argue with him from his own 
data, and aſſume with him a tone of authority, which will 
not be juſtifiable with poor Heathens. The progreſs of 
the human mind in the inveſtigation of truth is not rapid, 
eſpecially when it is clouded with inveterate prejudices, 
We ſhould, therefore, be careful how. we bring in our 


E, damnatory 
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damnatory clauſes prematurely, againſt a people, who are 
not acquainted with our principles, and can form no eſti- 
mate of the conſequences of rejecting them. This obſer- 
vation might, perhaps, have been ſpared; although I hope 
to meet with indulgence for inſerting it. 


I have before ſaid, that in another place I ſhould give 
my reaſons for wiſhing to diſcharge married men, and 


' fathers of families, from this warfare. Single men will. 


be expoſed from the infirmity of their nature to think of 
entering inio the conjugal ſtate. This 1s a propenſity 
which it would be well to diſcourage as much as poſſible, 


without advancing ſo far as to criminate men for comply- 


ing with the imperious will of heaven. But much atten-_ 
tion ſhould be paid to the manner in which miſſionaries 
ally themſelves. . Upon this head no certain rules ean 


be given. Among politer nations fewer opportunities 


will occur of marrying into noble families, and among 

more ſavage tribes I fear it is hardly to be wiſhed. A_ 
heathen woman would be a very degrading companion for 
a Chriſtian Miſſionary; and the example would have a 
fatal tendency on our converts. 


The preaching of the goſpel, with fidelity and boldneſs, 
implies a conſiderable ſhare of publicity ; but nothing 
ſhould be guarded againſt with more attention than an 
oſtentatious diſplay of Chriſtianity. While our converts 
are few, perſecution is not to be feared; but as truth pre- 
vails the enemy of our ſalvation will ſtir up his emiſſaries. 


While, therefore, we ſhun no diſcovery of ourſelves, as | 


far - 


\ 
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far as the proſperity of the goſpel is concerned, we ſhould 
be careful how we give a handle to the Devil and his 
Children, by counting numbers and boaſting of noble 
converts. In all things, it becomes Chriſtians to carry 
their faculties with meekneſs; but in nothing ſhould we 
give ſtronger demonſtrations of humility, gentleneſs, and 
unaſſuming modeſty, than in the introduction of our 
religion among a foreign people. 


There are two ranks of men whom our miſſionaries 
ſhould manage with peculiar caution and addreſs I mean 
the Prieſts and Chiefs of a Heathen people, eſpecially the 
King, if their labours ſhould fall within the ſphere of roy- 
alty. Let them remember, that, in every country, Prieſts 
have a ſtrong hold on the ſentiments of mankind. If they 
are not ſincere, humble, pious and benevolent, the oppolite 
qualities may be expected to predominate in them, more 
ſtrongly than in other men. In moſt, perhaps, all ſyſ. 
tems of Heatheniſm, there 1s not only much ſuperſtition, 
but alſo a large ſhare of ?mpoſture. As publick deceivers, 
Heathen Prieſts muſt be bad men. Prieſts live by their 
religion; hence they are the bloodieſt, and moſt malig- 
nant perſecutors. The perſecutions of the laity are affairs 
of policy and fanaticiſm, and are not inflamed with per- 
ſonal rancour. The Prieſt contends, at once, for his 
honours, his gains, and his Gods. Here we have to 
cope with three of the ſtrongeſt principles of human cor- 
ruption, fanaticiſm, coveteouſneſs, and pride; all which 
are driven to madneſs by the ſecret guilt of unprincipled 
falſhood. It is equally the intereſt of theſe men to with- 
ſtand our words, as it is in their power to do ſo. Their 

E 2 _—_» friendſhip 
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friendfhin v will, therefore, be ſuſpicious ; their Aociation 
undeſirable. An obſequious, but diſtant, and guarded re- 
ſpect will be all they merit at our hands. Fair appearan- 
ces and haſty overtures ſhould not be credited from men 
of their character. Nor will the mind, inclining to con- 
verſion, and characterized by humility and earneſtneſs, be 
diſcouraged by a prudent reſerve in his inſtructor. Religi- 
ous conviction is a principle too forcibly operative to be 
long concealed; and until it developes itſelt by unqueſ- 
tionable teſtimony, we ſhould not commit ourſelves to the 


dangers of an eaſy faith. If God ſhould indeed touch 
their hearts, they will be the moſt potent auxilliaries, and 


worth a hundred of their countrymen. 


With reſpett to Chiefs, we know that power, affluence 
and honour deprave the heart. They are an order of men 
who do not, in general, affect religion. As wicked men, 
they deſpiſe and hate it; and, as worldly politicians, they 
tear it. Accuſtomed to command 1n civil matters, which 
they 1 underſtand, and in which they have a natural claim 
to take the lead, they are forward to uſurp authority in 


| things ſacred, over which, as God has given them no ju- 


riſdiction, ſo it is in the power of man to give them none. 


Did not truth compel the confeſſion, I ſhould wiſh not to 
lay, that even Chriſtian Prieſts, by bold inroads on the 


ſecular power, have ſtrengthened this propenſity in the 
great, who cannot now think themſelves in ſafety, while 


religion is free. Hence the bold attempts to bind this ce- 


leſtial ſtranger with the fetters of human laws. Without 
expatiating farther on this topic, it may ſuffice to ſay, that, 
on a ſmaller ſcale, religion and ner miniflers muſt expect to 


meet, 
5 
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meet, in Otaheite, obſtrutions ſimilar to thoſe under 


which ſhe labours in Europe. To aſſert the freedom at 
religion and her miniſters calls for actions and not for 


words. The miſſionary muſt prove by his conduR, and 
miniſtry, that his religion 1s a keavenly thing, and him- 
ſelf a heavenly man. He muſt ſhew that government has 
| every thing to hope, and nothing to fear from religion. 
He muſt inviolably adhere to his principles; for the 

moment he deſerts them, and treads. on unhallowed 
| ground ; that moment he ſtretches out his hand to re- 
ceive the chain, and betrays religion to the ſecular 

power. By affecting the favour of the great we degrade 
our miniſtry, endanger our own ſalvation, and render 
the men we flatter and fawn upon worſe than they were 
before, Any extraordinary zeal to make noble prolelytes 
indicates mercenary and ambitious views. The rich are 
no leſs ſagacious than the poor in diſcovering the motiyes 
of our condutt, They accept our adulation, and deſpiſe 
us for it. Had the Roman Miſſionaries kept at an awful 


diſtance from the imperial thrones of China and Japan, 


they and their converts might, perhaps, have lived in 


peace to this day. And the imitation of their conduct, 
even in Otaheite, might overwhelm Proteſtant Miſſion» 
aries in ſimilar ruin. Piety and benevolence will com- 


mand eſteem, and give us all the influence we can want. 


: Let Chriſtian Miſſionaries, and their converts, ſhew them- 
ſelves the moſt peaceable, loyal, and affectionate of lub- 


_ jefts, and this not from policy, but for conſcience ſake, 
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The laſt thing I ſhall guard miſſionaries againſt, is the 
uſurpation of dominion over their flocks, and particularly 
dominion of a ſecular kind. Such a conduct will merit 
the abhorrence of God and men: and muſt draw perſecu- 


tion on themſelves. The ſtate of thoſe Iſlands might 
induce men of enterpriſe, under the ſpecious pretext of 
civilization, to advance farther than they intended with- 
out being aware of the conſeqences ; and the ignorance, 
confidence, and docility of their converts may be ex- 
pefted to throw into their hands a degree of power and 
influence, which are liable to the vileſt abuſe. Let them, 
therefore, meditate on the hiſtory of the Church, reflect 
on their own weakneſs, and remember, that they, who. 
ſucceed to their labours, will have a greater love of com- 
mand, as they may not have their piety, and at the ſame 
time will be in circumſtances more favourable to the uſur- 
pation of dominion, than they themſelves now are. 


If Chriſtianity is no better ſerved by our Miſſions, than 
ſhe has been tor centuries paſt, all theſe admonitions may 
be ſpared; for they will have no occaſion to be applied ; 
but if Miſſions ſhould be taken up in the way I propoſe, 
and meet with the ſucceſs, which I am ſanguine enough 
to flatter myſelf they would do from that way of conduQ- 
ing them, eſpecially in the South Sea Iſlands, they are 
neceſſary, and merit all attention. 


I remain, Reverend Brethren, 


Your affectionate, bumble ſervant, 
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Fathers and B rethren, 


HE qualifications of the miſſionary enter ſo dh 

into my ſubject, that I cannot paſs them by, without 
offering you my opinion. But on this point, as well as 
on many others, which I have diſcuſſed, I certainly do 
not mean to ſpeak as ex cathedra. Different opinions 
will prevail on what I have to offer; and they, who are 
above others intereſted in it, as being willing themſelves 
to engage in Miſſions, will certainly do. well to abide by 
their own. | 


Piety is the only baſis of the miſſionary character. 
Every attempt to convert others, while we ourſelves are 
unconverted, is 1bſurd and nugatory. On this it is un- 
neceſſary to inſiſt. They, who are deſtitute of the faith 
and hope of the goſpel, are never likely to volunteer in 
this ſervice. Gold, which has transformed ſo many 
Apoſtles of the Devil into the. Miniſters of Chriſt, 
might alſo make them miſſionaries ; but it 1s our buſineſs 
to preclude the poſſibility of ſuch inducement. Let 
godlineſs, and not gain, be the only object propoſed to 
their choice, and we ſhall effectually W the door * 
all mercenaries. 


But in the qualification of the miſſionary, we muſt 
enquire r not only into the vincerity of kis piety, but alfo 
| into 
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into the power of it. We ſhould i injure many by queſ- 
tioning their piety, who are yet not poſſeſſed of that 
\ vigorous and ſteadfaſt faith, that joyous hope, and that 
fervent love, which are abſolutely neceſſary to ſupport a 
man under all the ſacrifices, dangers, hardſhips, and 
diſcouragements of a miſſionary warfare, The tree, that 
is green, flouriſhing, and fruitful, while it ſtands in a rich 
ſoil, and is ſheltered by a ſurrounding wood, might wi- , 
ther and die, or be torn up by its roots, if removed to a 
heath, where it enjoys none of the ſame advantages. It 
is not impoſſible, that a man, whoſe piety would have 
ſaved himſelf and his neighbour, in England, might, in . 
5 India or Otaheite, loſe his own ſoul, and become a ſtum- 
3 bling block to others, This is an awful confideration; and, 
2 if attended to, would prevent all raſhneſs, either in enga- 
| ging ourſelyes, or in perſuading others to engage, in 
Miſſions. A tolerable ſtrength and maturity of religion, 
wal. therefore, be as needfu] as the ſincerity of it. 
Zeal is a anden for Miſſions of à nature inferior 
bes only to piety, It is in a conſiderable degree its inſepe- 
9 rable concomitant; and that man will hardly be defective 
in it, who enters upon Miſſions ſui ſponte, and in com- 
pliance with the bent of his own inclinations. The great 
matter will be to determine, whether this zeal be the 
pure flame of piety, and has heavenly oil to feed its fire, 
85 or is the reſult of an ardent temperament and a ſplendid 
| imagination. When there is evidently a mixture, which 
I ſuſpett is generally the caſe, we muſt diſcover, by a moral 
analyſis, what may be referred to nature, and what to 
grace; 
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grace; and determine on a man's qualification, in this 
reſpect, as there is the larger ſhare of valuable bullion, or 
of baſe alloy. ; 


Here I cannot but indulge an obſervation, which 
ſtrikes me as being of conſiderable weight. A Miſſion is 
an undertaking ſo extremely remote from the common con- 
cerns of life, and carries in it ſo much to revolt the heart, 
that when men of reputed piety, freely offer themſelyes 
for it, there is a ſtrong preſumption, that, in following 
the bent of their own inclinations, they do. not altogether 
miſtake their proper object. We ſhould be extremely 
| fearful in counteracting the Holy Ghoſt, who, if we 
would ſubmit to his wiſdom, would not fail to ſet apart 
proper inſtruments for the work. Should, therefore, one 
or other miffionary qualification, not exiſt ſo eminently 
as we could wiſh, in the man who offers himſelf ; yet | 
this noble yolunteering, in a cauſe, where every princi- 
ple of nature muſt be laid on the croſs, ſeems to imply 
ſo very much, that our objections muſt be palpable indeed, 
before we are juſtifiable in rejecting him. God ſeeth not, 
as man ſeeth; and, if David's youth and unwarlike ap- 
pearance had been more regarded, than the honeſt indig- 
nation and noble confidence, with which he came for. 
ward to affert the honour of the Lord of hoſts, Iſrae 
had wanted the only en * of upholding his 


glory. 


It is to be wiſhed that the mi ſſionary's zeal ſhould not 


have been lately kindled, but ſuch as having burned for 
years 
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years promiſes to continue in its heat. But his zeal may 
be too hot, as well as too cold. His fire ſhould be mode- 

rated, by ſome experience in the miniſtry. Zeal and 
courage will be likely to precipate an unexperienced 


young man into raſh meaſures and intemperance of 


mind; and he may fall the victim of impatience and diſ- 
appointment, It is, therefore, neceſſary that he ſhould - 
have been taught to exerciſe a good degree of gentleneſs, 
patience, and long ſufferance; by being accuſtomed to 
wreſtle with the unruly will of men, by ſeeing many of 


| his well meant efforts fruſtrated through invincible de- 


pravity, and by obſerving the failure of ſome of his moſt 
ſanguine and reaſonable expectations. Add to this, there 
is an art in managing men's minds, which nothing but 
experience can teach him, and that man will have little 
kill in ruling the tempeſt of the human paſſions, who has 
not learned to moderate the ardour of his own feelings ; 


and who does not know when to preſs his point and when 


10 decline it, when to command and when to entreat ; 
and how to avail himſelf of all the mollia tempora fandi. 


There are ſome worthy, — ſome pious men, who are 
capable of every thing, and yet do very little in life. 


They are diſorderly in all their habits, and verſatile in all 


their purſuits. Superior to fear, they are, unhappily, duc- 
tile, and receive the impreſſion of minds inferior to their 


own. Capable of vaſt exertions, they are naturally in- 


dolent. With a vivacity, which often ſparkles and 


charms, they unite a morbid melancholy which preys 


upon the heart. They are amiable, but not venerable. 
| Such 
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Such men may engage in Miſſions, but will hardly ſuc-' 
ceed in them. The miſſionary ſhould polſeſs much ſelf | 
denial, and be regular in all his habits. He needs not 
have the razor's edge ; but he muſt be as the blade of a 
well tempered knife. He muſt be a man of diſcipline 
«and ſelf command. | | ME a 


His character ſhould be diveſted of ſloth, effeminacy 
and indulgence. Perhaps, he ſhould rather be capable of 
becoming a man of letters, than actually be ſo. All bis 
habits ſhould be active rather than ſedentary. A diſpoſi- 
tion favourable to the feelings of ardent and ſublime de- 
votion, and a delight in the exerciſes of the pulpit and 
_ the paſtoral care, ſuperior to what he receives from the 

ſtudies of eloquence, languages, and all things ſubſidiary 
to his miniſtry, ſhould preponderate in his character. In 
a word, he ſhould be more the active man, than the con- 
templative one. A ſound conſtitution, hardened to the 
viciſſitude of the ſeaſons, and capable of ſupporting the 
extremes of ſufferance is greatly to be deſired: but a mind 
ſuperior to ſuffering is a conſideration of far more im- 
portance, than that corporeal Figour and hardineſs which 
is invulnerable to fatigue and want. | 


We require in our miſſionary a diſintereſted, generous 
way of thinking and acting, above low cunning, ſervile 
compliance, and a preſumptuous invaſion of powers to 
which his character does not entitle him. We would 
have him ſincere, open, and affectionate. Inſtead of. 
authoritative commands, we would arm him with prayers , 

entreaties, 
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entreaties, and tears. We expect that he ſhould have 


learned to bear a d forbear, We think that ignorance 


ſhould excite his pity, and not rouſe his contempt. We 
would not have him ſhun the aſſociation of the poor ſa- 
vages he would convert; but we ſhould be ſorry to ſee 
him ſink into indolent familiarity, and indiſcriminating 
communicativeneſs, which betray a relaxed mind that has 
no guard over itſelf. Silence he ſhould have learned to 
eſteem as a grand part of miniſterial prudence, He nit 
be an extempore preacher, and pofleſs a facility of con- 
veying to the mind his ideas clear and ſtrong, indepen- 
dent of thoſe modes of ſpeech which originate in the laws, 
and manners of Europe. He muſt be far removed from 
narrow bigotry, and poſſeſs a ſpirit truly catholick. It is 
not Calvinifm, it it not Arminianiſm, but Chriſtianity, 
that he is to teach. It is not the hierachy of the Church 
of England; it is not the principles of Proteftant Diſſen- 
ters, that he has in view to propagate. His objett is to 
ſerve the Church Univerſal. It is not latitudinarianiſm 
of principles, but largeneſs of affection, which I recom- 
mend to the miſſionary. I would not have him indiffe. 
tent to his own pecularities, whether they reſpect the 
doctrines he receives as truth, or the points of eceleſiaſ- 
tical polity he conſiders as moſt friendly to religion; but 
I would have him thoroughly ſenſible, that the ſucceſs of 


his miniſtry reſts not on the points of ſeparation, but on 
| thoſe wherein all godly men are united. He ſhould 


know to what place 1n the grand ſcale of truth he is to 
refer each article of his creed; and be infinitely more 


concerned to make 1 men Chriſtians than to make them 


Church 
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Church of England men, Diſſenters, or Methodiſts 
Would to God this were more attended to among us! 
and then, inſtead of obſerving with jealouſy the proſperity 
of any other Denomination of Chriſtians, and conſider- 


ing it as an obſtruction to the ſucceſs of our own party, 


we {hall rejoice in hearing that Chriſt 1 is preached, and 
ſouls are ſaved. : 


Much more might be ſaid on the qualifications of the 


miſſionary ; but I ſhall finiſh this ſubje& by obſerving, 
that his character cannot be too perfect, nor his talents 
too great, nor too highly cultivated for this calling. Bat 
in addition to what is included in the idea of a godly man, 


there is a vaſt progreſſion of ability, between the extremes | 


of talents, ſo limited as to exclude a man from Miſſions 
or ſo great as to give him a lead in them. We may err 
by requiring too much, and by being ſatisfied with too 
little. What a miſſionary is expected to do and to ſuffer 
ſhould a:ways enter into the eſtimate we make of his qua- 
lifications. | 


The man who reads the Fngliſh language and has good 
ſenſe enough to make uſe of Henry's commentary on the 
Scriptures, may be of ineſtimable benefit to the lower 
orders of people in England, though he be unfit to 
inftru the intelligent, and ſhould torture the ears of the 
polite. Such a man may be a very proper. miſhonary to 
the Negro Slaves in our Welt India Iſlands. No com- 
paſs of talents is required for ſuch a ſituation ; nor do 1 
conceive that men an e will require one jot 

| more 
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more piety, or bind him over to ſuffer more hardſhi p. than 
he will have occaſion to exerciſe in England. Sucha Miſ- 
fion is rather nominal than real; as the miſſionary will 
preach the goſpel in thoſe Iſlands. with every advantage 
he could enjoy in his own country, | 


Where a language 1s to be learned, European comfort, 
to be relinquiſhed, and a Miſſion is to be taken up under 
all the diſcouragements which uſually attend the under- 
taking, we require more experienced piety, warmer zeal, 


and better talents. The miſhonary ſhould at leaſt, be fur- 


niſhed with the rudiments of grammar, and ſome general 
knowledge of men and things, as well as poſſeſſed of an 


underſtanding capable of improvement, and a ſpirit of 
application to improve it. For China and other nations 
in an improved ſtate of civilization, he ſhould have thoſe 
talents, and that information, which render him reſpetta- 
ble in England. But, even in China, the bulk of the 
people are on the ſame par of information with the com- 
mon people in our own land, and many miſſionaries of 
inferior talents might very well be aſſociated with a few 
of greater ability. 


In the Eſtabliſhment, I believe the ſentiment has pre- 
vailed pretty generally, that miſſionaries ſhould be men of 


learning; and under the influence of this idea ſome wor- 
thy candidates for Miſſions have been rejected for inſuf- 
ficiency. The Methodiſts and ſome Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters, I am apprehenſive, incline too much to the oppoſite. 


extreme, For I have heard it ſuggelied among them, 
that 
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that their weakeſ? miniſters, who can be of little ſervice 
in Europe, are very proper for miſſionaries. In this 
ſentiment there is /ome truth ; but we form very erroneous 
ideas of Miſſions, if we ſuppoſe ſuch men only are want- 
ing for the ſervice. We muſt have men to lead as well as 
to follow; and even in the Weſt India Iſlands, where I 


have ſuppoſed pious miſſionaries of the {malleſts gifts to be 


ſufficient inſtructors for the Negroes, there are many Eu- 
ropeans of intelligence who will attend their miniſtry; 
and if we wiſh our Miſſionaries to be reſpeRable, there 
ſhould be be ſome of better talents amongſt them. In 
every place, but the Weſt Indies, a Miſſion will require 


good talents, as well as the moſt exemplary piety. Under 


ſhelter of the opinion that men of the beſt talents muſt be 


kept at home, we ſhall give too much encouragement to 
that ſelf complacency which cleaves to men of talents, 


and grant them a diſmiſhon from the ſeryice, which they 


will be glad to avail themſelves of. But I cannot believe 


thoſe Gentlemen think ſoberly of themſelves, as they 
ought to do, who ſuppoſe themſelves too great and too 
conſiderable to engage in Miſſions. One would think 
that conſidering the nature of the work, and the diſad- 
vantages we lie under from the want of Apoſtolick cre- 
dentials, we ſhould wiſh as much as poſſible to ſupply 


their place by talents and learning, Piety 1s better than 


learning, and learning with piety has great advantage over 


Piety alone. Every thing elſe being equal in our Miſfions; . 
that Miſſion will certainly be moſt productive which 
claims the moſt learned miſſionaries. As a man of no 
learning myſelf I cannot. but feel it a little contemptuous 


for 
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for me and my poor Brethren, who are like myſelf ille- 


terate men, to be ſhoved with ſo much good will into the 
| hotteſt front of the battle, by men who are fitter for the 


work, but who claim that very fitneſs, as the apology for 
their ſitting ſtill. On the other hand could I boaſt of 
talents and of letters, and confider myſelf as a leading 
man in the Church, I ſhould bluſh to ſee a few. ſubalterns 
generouſly expoſing themſelves in a warfare which I 
thunned, 


1 


Let us then endeavour to preſerve a mean between 
theſe dangerous extremes. Let no worthy volunteer 
be rejected for incompetence of learning; nor let us 
allow of any man's pleading his literature and popular 
elocution as a diſcharge from the war. As bringing our 
gifts to the Lord's treaſury, let us give largely and freely, 


and, after all, learn to know that we are unprofitable 


ſervants. But though we could caſt in our ten thouſand 
talents, let us beware of treating with contempt our poor 
brother, who after the example of the widow, who was 
bleſſed in her deed, ſhall offer his two mites for the ſer- 
vice of the ſanctuary. He may, for ought we know, 

have preſented a richer offering than us all. Our Lord, 
inſtead of throwing back the widow's mites with con- 
tempt, gave high commendation to her faith and libera- 
lity. — May I never be in the place of thoſe who reje& 
the pious candidate for Miſſions, and vilify his zeal with 
charges of enthuſiaſm and ſpiritual pride — for what ? 
Becauſe he wants Latin and Greek ! Becauſe he has the 
inſolence to offer his mite to the gracious Lord of cha- 

rity! 
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rity! Becauſe, that believing the race is not to the ſwift, 
nor the battle to the ſtrong, he has courage and confi- 
dence in his God, to go forth with a ſling and a ſtone 
to encounter a Philiſtine, whoſe gigantie ſtature and 
formidable arms appal all the armies of our Iirael ! 


Somewhat ſimilar to the queſtion between lea ned and 


unlearned miſſionaries, is another between married and 
ſingle mep, which of them we ſhould conſider moſt eli. 
gible for Miſhons. But theſe queſtions ſeem to proceed, 


both of them, on a falſe ground. They ſuppoſe ' 


that Miniſters learned and unlearned, married and 


ſingle, are ſo very zealous of preferment in this way, 
that our choice is puzzled, and we need great deliberation 


on whom. we ſhall confer the obſolete honours of hunger, 


thirſt, heat, cold, nakedneſs, ſickneſs, poverty, contempt, 


perſecutions, and death. But the caſe is. altogether dif- 


_ ferent. We wk for ſome learning in our miſſionaries; 
but we muſt be content, for one man of letters, to re- 
ceive twenty, who have no pretepſion to learning. It will 


be the fame with men, who have wives and families, 


ſhould we prefer them. They will not generally be pre- 
vailed upon to look Miſſions in the face. And as I am 
more diſpoſed to reaſon from facts, than from precon- 
ceived theories, and much inclined to believe that men's 
minds, like waters, find their own level, I conceive that, 
from the invincible averſion which men of learning and 
fathers of families ſhew to this buſineſs, we may arrive at 
the concluſion, that they are not, generally ſpeaking, pro- 
per perſons for Miſſions. A few great leaders appear ab- 
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ſolutely neceſſary ; and if learned men were equally wil- 
ling to become miſſionaries, they would claim a prefer. 
ence; but as they are not equally willing, and as they will 


probably never be ſo, we not only may, but muſt give 
them the diſcharge they require. We muſt do the ſame 
with married men. I cannot perſuade myſelf that the 
relations of huſband and father conſidered ſimply in them- 
ſelves, abſolutely prohibit the engagement ; but I am 
fully of opinion that there is a wide difference between 
the caſe of learned and! married men inliſting for this 
war. If there be equal piety in the learned, learning 
muſt give them great advantage over the unlearned. 
With reſpect to the married, as they muſt be greater ſuf- 
ferers in Miſſions than the ſingle, they ſhould have 
more zeal and piety than ſingle men to engage them te 
ſuffer; and, even with this advantage, the incumbrances 
of a wite and family muſt lay inſuperable obſtacles in tlie 
way of their acting, with that energy and deciſion we may 
expect from ſingle men. As I find public opinion lean- 
ing much in favour of the claims of married men, it may 
be worth our while to ſtate the reaſons urged on both fides, 
and to examine on which they are the moſt concluſive, 


In favour of the married, it is arged, that their wives | 
would be extremely ſerviceable in a miſſionary eſtabliſh- 
ment—that they would be very uſeful among their own 
ſex, eſpecially in the Eaſt where women are ſecluded, 
and the ſanctity of the Haram would. be polluted by the 
preſence of any but female miſſionaries ; and that they 
would be a ſaleguard to the characters of ale huſbands, 

which 
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which might otherwiſe ſuffer from a miniſterial inter- 
courſe with female converts. To enforce theſe argu- 
ments, is adduced the example of the Unitas Fratrum, 
who. in their Miſhons i make uſe of married 
men. | 3 7 


It is granted a pious, active, healthy woman, might be 
ſerviceable in a miſhonary inſtitution: but it ſhould be 
remembered that the ſex in general are not calculated to 


ſupport hardſhip ; that young women, who are bearing 


children, more frequently require to be waited upon, 
than are able to wait on others; and that the care of a 
young family will leave them little time to aid their huſ- 
bands miſſionary labours. And if it be conſidered that the 
men who will engage in Miſſions are generally ſuch as 
are in the prime of their years, our miſſionary eſtabliſh. 
ments may ſoon be expected to be very populous. With 
reſpect to the ſervice hoped from them of . introducing 
Chriſtianity into Aſiatick Harams, I fear they will not 
effect much. Huſbands have, in general, more influence 


in forming the religious principles of their wives, than 
wives have on thoſe of their huſbands. If the men 


are converted, they will carry their religion home to 
their wives; and if they can once be prevailed on to em- 
brace our religion, 1 it is not unreaſonableto think, that they 
will ſoon adopt our manners, and give us as free an in- 
tercourſe in their families as is to be wiſhed. The pro- 


tection they may afford to their huſbands morals, as well 
as their characters, I ſhall not affect to deſpiſe; but it 
cannot be weighed againſt the diſadvantages they would 
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lay them under in their work. Nor is the example of 


the Moravians to the point. They are in this, and many 


other reſpects, a ſingular people. And, if it might not 
give offence to the wives of miniſters of other Denomi- 
nations, I ſhould ſay that their women are educated in a 
way which render them fitter companions for miſſion- 
aries than any other women in the world, But, in 
addition to what I have here advanced. much more is 
to be ſaid. I have recommended Miſſions to be 
taken up on a larger ſcale, and with a bolder ſpirit of 
enterprize, than that in which they have been hitherto 
conducted. If, therefore, a few women and their fami- 
hes might be ſettled in ſome ſituations, were accommo- 
dations are to be had for them, nevertheleſs they will be 
unfit companions for the larger part of miſſionaries, who 
will be engaged in perpetual travels and labours among a 
Heathen Nation, where they muſt undergo all poſſible 
hardſhips. I propoſe to ſend forth miſſionaries in large 
numbers, and I ſuppoſe that the fruit of their Jabours, the 
humanity of the natives, and the largeſt ſupphes which 
can be ſent from Europe, will altogether form a fund 
very inadequate to the ſupport of women and children. 
I expeR, if they have the ſouls of miſſionaries in them, 
that they will often, between their charity and their zeal, 
be placed in circumſtances ſimilar to thoſe of St. Paul, in 


nakedneſs, in want, in perils by land, in perils by ſea, 


and in all the varieties of ſuffering. And are theſe men 
to have wives and children? Will men of a ſpirit like 


this be likely to pine for the indulgence of a lady's lap? 


It 


en @ 


If Jam thought to have loſt myſelf in the regions of 
romance, and to be conjuring up inchanted caſtles which 
never did exiſt, for the ideal pleaſure of killing giants, 
chaining lions, diſſolving ſpells, and freeing captive 
dames, I muſt perſiſt, like the Knight of La Mancha, to 
vindicate the ſanity of my intelle&, and to affirm that the 
things I talk of have exiſted, and will exiſt again, and 
that until they are made to do fo, I am a ſober man, and 
read my book accurately, The ſoundneſs of their in- 
tellett may rather be ſuſpected, who think of ſending half 
a dozen married miſſionaries and their families to India, to 
give them ſnug births and good ſalaries at Calcutta, or 


other European Settlements, where they are to ſuperin- 
tend a ſchool, and preach to a few luxurious Europeans, 


and ſuch Natives as care to come into their Churches. 
And for what purpoſe all this aſtoniſhing apparatus? To 
convert the Natives of Indoſtan to Chriſtianity! And 
by what year of our Lord may we expett that he Goſpel 
will be ſpread through that Empire ? As ſoon might one 
hope to empty the ſea by lading 1t out with buckets, or 
think of giving light to the world by the glimmering rays 
of half a dozen wax tapers! Surely gentlemen who will 
only patronize Miſſions conducted on this ſcale, and 
gravely talk to the world of their wiſh to ſpread the goſ- 
pel, cannot reproach me for credulity and enthuſiam. 


I am not weak enough to ſuppoſe an Apoſtolick work, 


be effected in any but an Apoſtolick way. Had 
Apoſtles themſelves ſet down in India to teach Scho 


and to act as parochial Miniſters, not all their miraculous 
F g credentials 


ſuch as the converſion of the Heathen Nations is, he 
he 
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credentials weels have ſpread the goſpe] ea The. 
Reverend Mr. Swartz, a Daniſh Miſſionary, and one of 


the moſt reſpectable and ſucceſsful men, who has appeared 


under that character in Indoſtan, has found it neceſſary 
to travel a good deal about in preaching the goſpel ; and 
a few others, poſſibly imitate his example do not mean 
to repreſent that Gentleman as properly an itinerant 
preacher ; but only to inſiſt, that he is ſenſible, that he 
muſt go after the loſt ſheep, and not leave them to ſeek 
a faithful ſheperil. He therefore preaches out of doors, 
and lays hold of every opportunity of going among them. 
But, I fear his example meets not with general imitation , 
and, if it did, as married men cannot do what ought to 


be done in that way, ſo the number of miſſionaries 


employed there is inadequate to the work. Whatever 
difficulties, therefore, there may be in finding miſſionaries 
ſufficient number for ſuch an attempt, it muſt be done, 
or nothing will be done worthy of our religion—worthy 
of God manifeſt in the fleſh. And, if this is to be done, 
I believe few people will think it adviſeable to carry wives 
and children into ſo hot a war. For whatever miſſiona- 


ries are willing to ſuffer in their own perſons, they will 


expeR, and will have a right to expect, ſuch a ſupport for 
their wives and families, as an undertaking fo circum. 


ſtanced could not afford them, 1 85 W 


Single men are then the proper perſons for this wut. 
They have no ties. Private charities will hot counter- 
act publick ones. They can live cheap, fare hard, and 
Wy | | | are 
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axe ready for every ſervice. If after ac luainting them- | 
ſelves with a country and its. inhabitants, they think it 
adviſeable to marry, I ſee no reaſon why they ſhould 
think their European. blood contaminated by an alli. 
ance with the women of the country; and if they 
make any converts, there will certainly be females 
enough whom they may marry. They will 'be the pro- 
pereſt wives for them who are born in the country, ſpeak 
its language, are inured to the climate, and accuſtomed 
to the manners of the inhabitants. Such women may be 
able to take a ſhare in the hardſhips of a miſſionary life, 
and by their labour, as well as their connections, do 
ſomething for the ſupport of their Huſbands. None of 
theſe advantages can be hoped from an European woman. 
If they are true converts, they will be animated by the 
zeal which attends ſo bleſſed a change ; and that patriot 
love and warm attachment to our native land, which 
glows, more or lefs, in every human breaſt, will cooperate 
with it, to make them zealous auxilliaries in' converting 
their countrymen. They will attach their huſbands 0 
to the country, and keep them Ready to the work. Their 
children educated in Chriſtianity, and endende to the 
country in which they are born, and have many relatives, 
will ſome of them tread in the ſteps of their fathers; 

and, though they ſhould not, they will, in other reſpetts, 
countenance and-ſupport the religion in which they were 
brought up—a religion which though they ſhould not 
chuſe to practice, they will hardly forſake for the deformed 
ſyſtems of Heathen Superſtition, Whereas, the men 


who carry out with them European women and their 
children, 
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children, will always have it in contemplation one day to 


return to England; they will be looking out with anxiety 
for ways and, means to accompliſh that end; and if they 
ſee no hope of effecting it, their lives and their deaths 
will be embittered by the idea of leaving the woman and 
little ones, whom they love dearer than life, deſtitute and 
friendleſs in a foreign land. To ſay, they ought to put 
their truſt in God, is nothing to the purpoſe ; for we are 
not enquiring what men ought to do, but what conſider- 
ing the weakneſs of nature they will be moſt expoſed to 
do. For my own part, I confeſs ingenuouſly, that this 
is a feature in Miſſions which I have never looked at, 
without feeling a horror which has chilled my blood; 
and if I, who am ſo ſar gone in them, do not care to make 
ſuch a ſacrifice, I fear few are to be found who will make 
it. Notwithſtanding, as there are among the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, thouſands who have more faith than I dare 
claim, as well as more apathy than I wiſh to be poſſeſſed 
of, I have no doubt that ſome fathers of families will 
give an example, which muſt excite admiration, though 
it ſhould not invite many to imitate them. 


. 


I remain, Reverend Brethren, 


Your affeRionate, humble ſervant, 
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SIXTH LETTER. 
Fathers and Brethren, 


N enquiry into what may conſtitute a call to miſſions; 


will merit ſerious diſcuſſion. Some incline to 


treat this queſtion with contempt, as one ſpecies of, 
enthuſiaſtick jargon, by which religion has been diſcre-. 
dited in the world: And, I am ſorry to ſay, it has 
been, at times, ſo managed, as to give colour to their, 


cenſures. Nevertheleſs, you will be of opinion with 
me, that much ſolid ſenſe and ſober piety are contained 


in it ; and when we conſider that every thing valuable 


to man is ſtaked on its determination, they mult be 


ſtrangers to the ſentiments of the human heart, and 
evince a want of reaſon and ingenuouſneſs, which they 


charge on others, who ſuppoſe men of ſenſe wir - 


embark on the ſea of trouble, without having firſt 
viewed the queſtion on every fide, and obtained that 
well grounded ſatisfaction in the propriety of their con- 
duct, which may hereafter ſupport and comfort them 


under all its poſſible conſequences. 


The general duty of Miniſters and their flocks with 
reſpe& to Miſſions, we ground on the command of our 
Lord, the characters of his religion, the example of his 
Apoſtles, the declarations of his Prophets, the common 


principles of humanity, and the whole aggregate of 


argument, 
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argument, which ariſes from the nature of the under. 


taking. But ughappily, as in many other caſes, ſo in 
this, what is acknowledged as of common obligation 1s 
not felt as the particular duty of individuals. In this re- 
ſpect, our Lord and his houſhold may be compared to the 
family of an opulent, indulgent Maſter of many ſervants, 
who commanding ſome unpleaſant buſineſs to be per- 
formed, but intimating his pleaſure in genera] terms, not 
addreſſed to any particular domeſtick, his ſervants inſtead 


of readily obeying his com mands, are all of them diſpu- 


ting from his Lordſhip's Chaplain to the ſkullion in 
his kitchen, which of them is obliged to perform his 
will. The Chaplain is a gentleman, and is above ſuch 
menial offices. His Lord certainly underſtands too well 
the dignity of his character to addreſs ſuch orders to him. 
The Steward declares his engagements bind him no far-- 
ther than to uſe his pen, and to overlook his Maſter's rents 
and diſburſements with fidelity. The Butler proteſts he 


was not hired to be a footman; and the underlings of the 


houſe, with many profeſſions of good will, plead they 
are not qualified for doing their Lord's will. In a word, 
the buſineſs is either left undone, or a few poor honeſt. 
fellows, who love their Maſter and are jealous for his 
honour, go forth and do their beſt ; but not receiving, 
from their fellow ſervants that aſſiſtance which each 
ought to have afforded them, the buſineſs is done in a 

bungling way at laſt; and my Lord's Chaplain, Steward, 
Butler, and other ſervants, inſtead of feeling that it has 


miſcarried principally through their fault—inſtead of being 


ſhamed into exertion, ſay fome of them, | that their Lord 


ON IMS s.. 


„ never gave ſuch a command,“ others, that the time 
for obeying it is not come,” others, that the bad ſuc- 
* cſs of their fellows diſcourages farther attempts,” and 
while ſome are provoked that the menials of the houſe 
ſhould preſume to engage in the buſineſs, others de- 


* clare it is vile dirty work and fit only tor ſkullions and 


* ſhoe-boys.” This has been preciſely our conduct in 


Miſſions. 


But how may an individual know that this general 
duty determines on him ? This enquiry will be made with 
views as different, as are the characters of the men who 
make it: ſome to find a plauſible excuſe for declining 
their duty; and others from a ſincere deſire to know and 
to do it. To the firſt ſort, it will be impoſſible to give 
ſatis faction. Their firſt principle, I iI not be a miſſion- 
ary, precludes all conviction. Their ſecond principle, 
1 will juſtify my diſobedience, determines them to demand 
ſuch reaſons for the abſolute certainty of their call, as they 

know, or ought to know, cannot be given them. They 
demand their call to be demonſtrated with intuitive evi. 


dence ; and while there remains a poſſibility of their de- 


ceiving themſelves, prudently determine to run no ha- 
zards. Be it ſo Gentlemen. We diſmiſs you from the 
ſervice until you have acquired more ingenuous minds. 


Your ſwords may remain quietly in their ſcabbards, for 
this 1s not a war in which lath will ſupply the place of 
Reel. You are your own demonſtrations that God does 
not call you to miſſions; and whatever fins you may ſtand 
accountable for in the day of Chriſt, I think you will 

| | hardly 
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hardly be ciininaod under that ſtatute of his kingdom, 
2 28 8 the goſpel to every creature, | 


Sincere Iſraelites, who; like Nacho, have ingenuous 
minds, and worſhip God in truth, may on this ſubje& be 
ſatisfied, as clearly as on any other, which is involved in 
the truth of the Goſpel. In the ſcriptures, in reaſon, 
in providence, in experience of our own hearts and cha- 
rafters; and in our relations in private and publick life, 
there are to be diſcovered data, from which we may come 
by a ſimple proceſs of reaſoning, to a very tolerable ebn- 
cluſion of what is our duty in this inſtance. 


This call is certainly not of man, no of the will of 
man. A ſenſe of the worthineſs of the undertaking, and 
a general defire to do the will of God; with the ſolicita- 
tions of friends who think highly of us, and who are of 
opinion, that there is a providential opening for us to 
go to the Heathen, do not conſtitute a ſufficient war- 
rant for engaging. Much, very much more than all 
this is required. The Moravian maxim, Never to 
* perſuade, much leſs to urge a man to engage in mil. . 
-* ſions,” has been juſtified to them by experience; and 
it will appear perfectly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the 
levers and pullies of human perſuaſion, by which a man 
indifferent to miſſions may, ſometimes, be excited to act 
in them, give no ſufficient momentum to the ſoul to ſup- 
port it againfl the immenſe counterpoile of fleſh and 
blood. He, who appears poſſeſſed of the moſt lively x 
zeal for miſſions, may deceive himſelf by falfe fire, and 


enthuſiaſtick feelings; but the man who wants fire, who 
| ; 18 
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is ey prompted by his friends, and oppoſes a miſhon 
a matter to be managed like a pariſh 1 in England, equally: 
deceives himſelf, though he declaims againſt enthuſiaſm, 


and would have us underſtand, that he is following the 


leſs fallacious light of reaſon. But I exhort every one, 
whoſe whole ſoul is not in the buſineſs, to ſtand firm 
againſt the perſuaſion of all men. He may be aſſured 
that miſſionary work 1s too rough for his ductile nature. 
If he cannot ſay no to his friends, how ſhall he ſay no to 
thoſe - manifold _ temptations which will ſolicit him to 
return? And I beſeech all who have claims to reaſon, 
to religion, or to humanity, never to attempt to perſuade 


any one, directly or indirectly, to do any thing more in 


miſſions than he can do with pleaſure and unfeigned good 
will. It is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that our perſuaſives 
can operate to change the character, and in a moment to 
give a man ſentiments and feelings he never had before. 
It is not agreeable to the economy of religion, for God 
to leave the inſtruments. of his will, without. inclination, 
as well as ability for doing it, Laſt of all, it is a moſt 


inhuman perſecution to inſiſt on its being the will of God 


that any individual ſhould engage in Miſſions, or in any 
degree to aſſume the province of heaven in pretending 
to ſearch the heart, and dire& the conſcience. This 


conduct is the more odious, as it is an inſtrument of tor- 


ture, applied to none but worthy and pious minds, where 
we have moſt reaſon to DEREVE it unneceſſary. 


3 will providences which appear ſuddenly, and a Pre- 
ent ent to engage, * our call. Providence is 
a myſterious 


\ 
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a myſterious book, not eaſily legible, and beſt underſtood 
when read backward; and I ſhall much ſuſpect that man's 
call is ſhewn him by ſudden and unexpecteꝗ openings of 
Providence, who has never before made a diſcovery of 
it in his Bible, or in his own heart. From a general ana- 
logy of grace as well as nature, we are led to expeRt, that 
_ what is born and attains maturity in a day, will fade and 
die in as ſhort a term. In a miſſionary we look for ſtrong, 
permanent, habits, ſuch as are formed by reiterated acts. 
We do not mean to limit the Holy One of Iſrael; but 
to reſpe& Him as the God of order, means, and ordinan- 
ces. He has eſtabliſhed the connection of effects with 
their cauſes; and though He may and will, when He ſees 
| | 15 good, invert the eſtabliſhed order of things, we mult not 
3 affett more than what becomes the fragility of our nature. 
Wo | We muſt require the horſe to be broken in for the battle. 
. . We muſt expect that the man called to Miſſions will ex- 
| perience, ſucceſſively, all the viciſſitudes of hope, fear, 
| 425 | deſire, averſion, confidence-and deſpondency, before he 
1 | dips his foot in the water, or will be able to contemplate 
b with ſteady courage the dangers of theſe depths. If there 
| de a man, who claims exemption from common rules, 
and can in a moment engage in a miſſion, without a diſ- 


1 poſition previouſly formed, and, having fo engaged, can 

of condudt the matter aright, he is no precedent for our 
[| _ imitation, | C0 925 

1 Theſe obſervations. premiſed, the firſt thing towards 

1 conſtituting a call to Miſſions is ability to comply with 

| it, Let the candidate, therefore, examine himſelf, whe. 

. 5 | ther 
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ther he be poſſeſſed. in a reaſonable degree, ol che qua- 
-Jifications neceſſary for that ſtation. From what he has 
done in the miniſtry in England, he may form ſome gueſs 
of what he i is likely to do abroad. It may alſo be proper 
to take the candid opinion of his miniſterial friends, 
whoſe favourable ſentiments will ſupport his diffidence, 
or whoſe honeſt cenſure may check his temerity. On 
this ſubjeR, if on any, we ſhall be fafe to under rate our 
5 qualifications ; and, if we are bumble; we ſhall naturally 
be led to do ſo. This, if it one way operates as a diſeou- 
ragement, will-in another produce different effects. God 
.giveth grace to the humble, and men will give them 

| honour. An humble opinion of ourſelves will neither 
damp our zeal for God, nor our benevolence to men. It 
will not pervert our underſtandings, nor make us diſhonour 


. 


God by diſclaiming whatever degree of humble fitneſs | 


He may give'us for the work. The greater the natural 
and acquired talents of any man be the better; but all 
this is not the great thing, the one thing, the living ſpi- 
rit, the eye, the ear, the ſtrength and arms of the miſſion- 


gary. CHRISTIAN GOoDLIN ESS, ThE MinD or 


CurisT, THE IMACE of Gop,—this is the qualifica- 
tion which a miſſionary cannot do without; which he 
Cannot have in too great a degree; and which if he poſ- 
ſeſs in ſtrength and vigour, his other qualifications, how- 
ever ſmall, cannot be deemed defective. Upon this ſub- 
ject, then, he cannot put to himſelf too many, or tov cloſe 
queſtions. His ſelf denial, activity, fortitude, perſeve- 
ance, habitual diligence, and conſcientious adherence 0 
order and regularity, throughout his whole conduct, will 


each 
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each of them merit nib inveſtigation; If the reſult of 
this enquiry be ſatisfaftory to himſelf, he mav be aſſured ' 


that he ** at leaſt, a ſolid foundation to build . £ 


The ſecond head of enquiry is $ his willingnef to engage 
in miſſions. Here ſomething more is required than cold 
approbation, or that general diſpoſition to do the will of 


God, which influences every pious man. We look for 


a ſtrong, decided prediliftion—a paſſion for miſſions, if 


I may be allowed the term ; that ſpecies of commenda- 


ble enthuſiaſm, which enables profeſſional men to mag- 


nify the dignity and importance of their reſpective arts, 
and to purſue their object, under every diſcouragement, 


until they have carried their art to a perfection, which 


men of colder minds could never have ſuppoſed it capa- 


ble of receiving. I would have him poſſeſſed of that 
ſtrong paſhon for miſſions which Columbus had for diſco- 


very, and which ſupported him fox a long courſe of 
years againſt the ridicule of the whole world, againſt 


the diſcouragement of having his ſervices rejected by 
different princes, againſt the ingratitude of Ferdinand 
and Iſabella, and againſt the repeated mutiny, treachery, 
and baſeneſs of his companions. I would have him ſo 
enamoured of his object, as to conſider the hardſhip 
and danger of the purſuit a pleaſure rather than a pain ; 
and to find in himſelf a diſpoſition to ſucceed, or to 
periſh in the attempt. If he cannot engage without a 


wiſh to return to Europe, and with a full determination, 
God being his helper, to die in the harneſs, that man 


has not the ſoul of a genuine miſſionar r. 


Some 
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Some of my readers will think I draw a glowing pie- 
ture, and that my colourings betray the glare of enthu- 
ſiaſm. They would have their miſſionary, what they 
call, a prudent man, a maa of reaſon, and coolneſs, 
They will ſay that he who engages with fo much warmth 
will ſoon have his fire damped, and betray as much cow- 


ardice in the conflict, as he ſhewed courage before the f 
battle. I will entreat ſuch Gentlemen to give a candid | 6 
interpretation to my terms, and to enter into the ſpirit 1 


of the writer, as well as into the force of his exprel- 
ſions. Human language is defective. They who uſe it 
are ſtill more imperfect. I may not have the telicity of 
expreſſing the idea I would convey, exactly ſuch as it is 
in my own mind; and though I could ſtamp my ideas 
on language as clearly and forcibly, as new coin diſplays | 
the impreſſion of the die, yet except my thoughts had | ( 
the ſame currency as the Kings coin, my reader may | \ 
eaſily miſtake my meaning, where I have made none in 
expreſſing it; and in this manner every man who writes 
ſuſtains ſome cenſures which are due to the precipitancy 
and diſingenuouſneſs of his reader. In the light of this 
„ obſervation, I beg leave to remark, that Columbus, , 
Cortez, Cæſar, St. Paul, and all one who have dns Wo. 
great things in the world, have poſſeſſed a fire, and 1 ö | l 
energy very uncommon ; and that this fire, this energy, ' 
was abſolutely eſſential to what they undertook and What | 
they performed ; but certainly this remark does not ſup- | 48 
poſe that this fire alone effected every thing, They were MY | 1 
men of knowledge, of prudence, and of that coolneſs - 
- which tempered their fire, and gave it a proper direction. | 
2 G | Had 
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Had they not deen fupguited by theſe ſolid 3 
Cæſar might have periſhed like Cataline, and St. Paul 

would never have been God's inſtrument for building 
the Church. If my miſſionary therefore, has more zeal 
than good ſenſe, more fire than wiſdom to command it, 
he will ſoon find that inſtead of walking in the footſteps 
of an Apoſtle, he is flying on the waxen wings of Icarus, 
or driving the deſtructive car of the juvenile and pre- 
ſumptuous Phaeton. Falſe fire will not diſſolve real cold, 


nor falſe courage ſupport the burſt of cannon. 

But this conceſſion made, I inſiſt upon it, the miſſion- 
ary muſt not only have true fire, but a large proportion 
of it; and J inſiſt upon it ſo much the more, as 1 ſee 
very little attention paid to it; as I cannot but think, 
that too many good men are forcing Zeno's coat upon 
the affectionate Jeſus; and appear more afraid of offend- 
ing men by being too hot, than of diſpleaſing God by 
being too cold. Inſtead of bringing the world over to 
Chriſt by the godlike irreſiſtible charms of truth propo- 
ſed without falſe ornaments, we endeavour to accommo-. 
date it to corrupt minds, by propoſing it under the garb. 
of reaſon, and with the affected ſickly air and feeble tot- 
tering ſteps of morality. In this manner we betray our 


Maſter; and loſe our own labour. And, however de- 
greſſive this obſervation may appear, 
much to do with my ſubje& ; for until we learn to diſ- 
miſs our moral diale&, and high ſounding talk of reaſon, 
there will be little right reaſon or good morals in the 


Church; until we boldly take up the | Croſs of the 
- bleſſed 


I afirm it has 
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bleſſed Jeſus, and tell mankind that, in religion, there 


is no other reaſon, no other morals, than that godlike 
1eaſon, thoſe divine morals which He brought down to 


us from his Father's boſom and treaſured up for us in 
his holy goſpel, we ſhall never be able to carry on A 
war of miſſions, nor have apoſtlick men to act in its 
A miſſion, contemplated in its true ſpitit, and in all its 


compaſs of facrifice and fuffering, is not a common 


thing, and men whoſe minds are of a common caſt are 
unfit for it. If, therefore, their engagement is ſo remote 


from the common courſe of things, why ſhould miſſiona- 
ries be expected to feel and think in the beaten track 5 
If they are to live in fire, where is the abſurdity of _ 
wiſhing them to be endowed with the properties of the _ 
Salamander? If their work is apoſtolick, how is reaſon _ | 
violated by expecting they ſhould claim alliance with. 
the blood of St. Paul? — Thanks be to God, his bleſſed 
Son does not treat the ſoldiers of the croſs with that con- 


tempt they ſuffer from their fellow Chriſtians! No; the 


choiceſt conſolations and the molt j joyous hopes are their 
portion ; and if, the afflictions of Jeſus abound in them, - 


they will be comforted with the moſt glorious anticipa- 
tions of his Kingdom and of his | joy. 8 | 


Nor if a young man, in the early prime of lite, 


ſhould mingle with the lambent flame he has kindled: 


from God's altar, ſome ſparks of wild erratick fire, are 


we entitled to treat him with contempt and rejection. 


If his character be ſupported by ſolid qualities, thoſe 
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ſparks will, with a little time and experience, be abſor- 
bed in the purer flame. Nay, ſhould he at firſt betray 
ſome tokens of fear and ſoftneſs, we ſhould rather ſym- 
pathize with his weakneſs than deſpair of his courage. 
It we find in him that tried courage and unrelenting 
hardihood which charactrize the Veteran, Who has 
waded through many a well fought field, and endured 
the various climes of the North and South, we find 
much more than we are entitled to hope. St. Paul in- 
deed was at once made a Chriſtian and the chief of the 
. Apoſtles. Such power belongeth unto God, and ſuch 
honour to the man whom He will exalt. But, in ſpite 
of the example and exhortations of the great St, Paul, 
Mark fled from the work of the apoſtolick miſhon ; 
nevertheleſs, between the wholeſome cenſures of Paul, 
and the conſolatory affection of Barnabas, his ſpirit was, 


through divine grace, again excited to the fight of faith, 
and he redeemed his character, and obtained a good report 
among the Apoſtles. Let the candidate for miſſions be 
poſſeſſed of what degree of zeal and courage he may, 
no doubt the day will come, when with fears from 
within and fightings from without, he will be preſſed 
beyond meaſure, and feel that nothing but abounding 
grace and almighty power can conſole and ſupport him. 
But, if we muſt make ſome abatement for his courage 
when engaged in actual ſervice, and jeopardying his life 
on the high places of the field, ſurely we ſhould require 
ſome tolerable degree of ardour before the fword is 
drawn and blood is ſpilt. For if the man, who volun- 
teers, and is borne on the ſtrong wing of hope, muſt 
| expect 
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expect ſuch rude ſhocks in the evil day, what are we to 
expect from him who enters into Miſſions without zeal 


or energy, and who 1 is, in fact, little better than = VR 
man Fer | 


The third conſideration which I ſhallnotice as eſſential 
to a call to Miſſions is a freedom from ſuch ties as ex- 
clude the engagement; and they will be either of a do- 
meſtick or a miniſteria} nature. I have more than once 
expreſſed my ſentiments with reſpect to the propriety of 
married men and fathers of families engaging in Miſſions. 
Generally ſpeaking 1 do not think it adviſeable ; but I 
dare not ſay it is improper. I will not diſapprove the 
man fo ſituated, who ſhall engage; and, if he and his 
family conduct themſelves in a miſſion as the Reverend 
Mr. Egede and his houſhold did in Greenland, they ſhall 
have my warmeſt commendation. Nay, ſhould they 
through human weakneſs fail in fortitude and perſeve- 
rance, the piety of the attempt will, with me, cover the 
weakneſs of the execution. But the propriety of ſuch 
an attempt will in my idea depend on circumſtances, 
The health, ſtrength, and habits of a mother, and her 
children are to be conſidered, as well as the degree of 
accommodation which can be afforded them in a Miſſion. 
Much will depend on the willingneſs of a miniſter's wife 


to ſhare his toils and perils, and very much will depend 


on his own ſtrength of ſoul to ſee his wife and family, 
languiſhing and dying, if God ſhould appoint it ſo, in 
conſequence of his engaging them in difficulties which 
they cannot ſupport, If a miniſter be poſſeſſed of this 
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fortitude, if his wiſe breathes the ſame ſpirit with himſelf; 
and it they both think the venture juſtifiable, let them go, 
and give an example to Chriſtendom which we ſo greatly 
want. But if he cannot inſpire his wife with his own 
ſentiments, I am clearly of opinion he has no call to 
Miſſions. I reafon thus. If it be ſaid, that the wife of 
that miniſter has not piety to engage of her own free 
will, I anſwer Chriſtianity will not - juſtify a divorce by 
leaving her behind him, and good ſenſe will not juſtify 
him to take her abroad into circumſtances of diſtreſs and 
danger, where all her paſſions will be armed to war 
againft his peace and to diſcredit himſelf and his miniſ- 
try. If it be ſaid, that his wite is a woman of piety, the 
caſe ſtands ſtill more ſtrongly againſt him, and a dreadful 
ſuſpicion will lie againſt bis piety. For if a woman of pie. 
ty, his wife, the mother of his children cannot be made to 
enter into his call, 1 muſt ſuſpect that he carries with him 
abroad more religion than he exerciſes at home; and 
can entertain very little opinion of his converting Hea- 
thens, who cannot converta godly woman who loves him 
to follow him to the world's end.—Nor would I recom- 
mend the force of ſtrong perſuaſion, much leſs any thing 
like conjugal authority, with any woman, The man 
who does this will find, at laſt, that he rolls the ſtone of 
Syſiphus, and when he thinks he has got it to the top of 
the hill, it will return with a double force, acquired by 
the velocity of its deſcent, and-cruſh him to pieces. If 
a married man wiſhes to engage in miſſions, his firſt care is 
to inſpire his wife with a portion of his own zeal ; if he 
can ao fo, well; if not I adviſe him to ſtay at home, 
; N It 
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It is a baſe unmanly thing to complain of our wives; and 
women were never generally vicious, baſe and cow- 
ardly, when men did not make them ſo. Godlineſs is 
the moſt commanding thing on earth, and women who 


have the beſt opportunities of knowing their huſbands  - 
piety, and are perſonally attached to them, will not be 


the laſt to revere it. The man who charges his wife, in 
nine caſes out of ten, will reproach himſelf; and I affirm 
when we dare imitate the Apoſtles, there is little fear of 
our wives lagging in the race of virtue, | 

A miniſter's flock ſhould be as dear to him, and, in 
ſome ſenſe, dearer than his wife and children; and if we 
are in poſts of uncommon honour and uſetulneſs, it may 
well admit an enquiry, How far we are juſtifiable in re - 


linquiſhing them? We are giving up a certainty for an 


uncertainty, The good we ſhall do abroad may bear 
ſmall proportion with that we leave at home. We may 
miſtake our call, or we may be called to die, while the 
honour of conqueſt is reſerved for others. We may, for 
ought we know, groan for years under the conſequences 
of a precipitate condutt, and reproach ourſelves for not 
having better underſtood our Shepherd's voice. What 
the charity of others may, and ſhould, lead them to excuſe 
as the error of an honeſt zeal, we ſhall probably charge 


on ourſelves as the proud volatile miſtake of an unſancti- 


fied heart. We may expoſe ourſelves to be the butt, of 
thoſe cold ſpirits who never had religion enough to aſpire 
to excellence; to be admoniſhed with ignorant. but 
wounding good nature, Ialways told you you miſtook, 
“% your 


„ your call, and would ſoon be glad to come home; “ 
and to be held up as a diſcouragement to thoſe who would 
do well Look on that man; he began to build, and 
« was not able to finiſh,” We may actually grieve God's 
ſpirit; and never recover a poſt as uſeful in the mi- 
niſtry as that we relinquiſhed. And all this may be a very 
righteous and neceſſary diſcipline to humble the man, 
who having only the qualification of a ſerjeant in militia, 
ſhall aſpire to theank of colonel in a regiment for foreign 
ſervice. 


Far be it from me to diſcourage any man ; but I muſt 
hold out no falſe colours. To have a real call to miſſions 
is a great honour and a great felicity ; but to miſtake our 
cell is a ſad thing both to ourſelves and to others. Nor 
is there any great danger of my diſcouraging the man 
whom God prompts by his ſpirit to embrace this calling, 
But ſome who are really called may be too haſty ; they 
may miſtake their line of march, or engage before the 
ſignal for engaging be given. I know of no ſpecifick 
rules, for men whoſe circumſtances may be infinitely va- 
rious. Here every one will reaſon and judge for himſelf; 


here he muſt diveſt himſelf of all prepoſſeſſions on either 


ſide, and make diligent enquiry of that God, who has pro- 
miled to give wiſdom to all who ſeek it. | 


Suppoſing the miſſionary candidate has gone over all 
this ground to his ſatisfaction, the only thing remaining 
to compleat his call will be a reaſonable proſpett of ſuc- 
ceſs. To have this reaſonable proſpe& of ſucceſs his 
| 5 meaſures 


% 


1 ON MISSIONS. 99 


meaſures muſt be well conſulted, and he muſt be provided 


with every help, which the nature of the undertaking can 


require. Let him then aſk himſelf, Have I funds equal 


15 my undertaking, and are the patrons and conductors of 
ſhe miſſion in England men of zeal and ſpirit, ſuch as I 
can make perfectly free with, who enter into all my views, 
and in whom I can perfectly confide, for every encou- 


ragement and ſupport? Do they leave me perfectly at 


liberty to act abroad as I ſee occaſion, not fettering me 


with cold theoretical councils, and preſcribing with de- 


ciſion a line of conduct to me, which amuſes them by 
their fire ſide to chat over with a friend? Unleſs he can 
anſwer theſe queſtions in a ſatisfactory manner, his mea- 
ſures are not well taken; and if he is zealous in his pur- 
ſuit he may leave every thing and ſuffer every thing, to 
go to India or Japan to find his hands tied behind his 
back when he gets there, and to pine away 1n vexation 
and Ces e 


Let him aſk farther, Have I fellow ſoldiers like minded 
with myſelf, and is my miſſion fo connetted and conduc- 
ted, that I can have a ſupply of as many of them as my 
work ſhall require? Have I ſuch an acquaintance with 
the country where I am going, of its climate, geography, 
police, and manners, as I can reaſonably expect to an- 
{wer upon a trial with thoſe views which have engaged me 
to go there? If he goes alone, he ſhould be a man of 
no little ſtature. Though he ſhould live and die like 
David Brainerd, he will in that caſe only relinquiſh a 
greater good in England to do a ſmaller one abroad. 
Where 


\ 
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Where a tolerable r of miſſionaries are wanting A 


few individuals may be converted ; but the goſpel will 
not be ſpread—nothing will be done anſwerable to the 
idea of a miſſion. And J confeſs I can ſee no reaſon for 
marching through fire and water to convert a Bramin in 
India, when with halt the labour ten of our own country- 
men might be converted at home; except it be to keep 

up the dying flame of miſſionary zeal, until Chriſtendom 
be ſhamed out of the folly of conducting Miſſions in this 
lazy, abſurd way. On the other hand, ſhould our 
information of the place we are going to be defective, we 
Hall proceed on falſe principles, and when practice is 
diſcovered to be ſo oppoſite to our theory, we ſhall be 

liable to turn on the heel, and ſay, this is not the place to | 


which I am called, 


When a miniſter has patiently examined theſe four to- 
pics, his ability, his willingneſs, his freedom from thoſe 


ties which prohibit the engagement, and the reaſonable 


proſpect of ſucceeding, and finds them all concurring to 
countenance the purſuit, he will I think be in poſſeſſion 
of every thing which ought to be deſired, or can be ob- 
tained to make his call clear, He has nothing then to do, 
but to obey the dictates of his conſcience, and, caſting 
his care upon the Lord, to make trial of his apoſtleſhip. 
If he is bleſſed in his deed, he ſhall ſee of the travail of 
his Redeemer's ſoul, and of his own, and be ſatisfied. 

His example will provoke his brethren to jealouſy, and 
his ſucceſs encourage our exertions. If he fails, he will 
diſcourage no man who does not wiſh to be diſcouraged. 


„„ 
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He may come nome, and tell his Brethren ingenuouſly, 


I have made the attempt and find myſelf inadequite to 


it. Nevertheleſs, the foundation abideth firm, the ob- 


ligation of the duty is the ſame, and do you who have 
more wiſdom and piety ſtand forward as the Champi- 


ons of Chriſt and his religion. Let no man's heart 


fail on my account; nor ſuppoſe becauſe I have done 


nothing, that nothing is to be done by the many vete 
rans who fight under the croſs. You cenſure my raſh | 
neſs, you chide my puſillanimity, and it is of little 
matter that my character fink under a weight of reproach 


which in many reſpects I have deſerved : but do you 
ariſe and be jealous for yFar God. Conqueſt hovers 


over our banners, if we dare engage with ſpirit. Iam 


indeed defeated, but not difcouraged ; I deſpair of my- 


| ſelf, but not of the cauſe of Chriſt. Go, and redeem 


the honour I have loſt. Wipe away this vile diſgrace, 
this unutterable ſhame, which reſts upon, the Chriſtian 


name. Let it not be ſaid that in the eighteenth century, 


in Britain, among the thouſands of miniſters of various 


| denominations who are the glory of the Churches, that 


men are not to be found who feel for man, Chriſtians 
who are not jealous for Chriſts glory, miniſters who 
cheriſh the noble emulation of following the apoſtles 


If you will not act, God will raiſe up ſtones to reprove 


and ſhame you. If you will not act, you almoſt juſtify 
that temerity and cowardice which you cenſure, I have 


66 been defeated, but it was in the field, and after receiving 


TH 


many wounds ; but you, by more ſhameful cowardice, 


fe give up the pies for loſt without making one generous | 


effort, 
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© effort, I have been raſh in thinking of myſelf more 
highly than I ought to think; but you almoſt provoke 
« the repetition of my raſhneſs by undervalving Chriſt 
and his religion; for when you are cold where you ought 
++ to be animated by the moſt lively zeal, it is enough to 
_ «© provoke babes and ſucklings to take up arms, and if 
* they cannot conquer, at leaſt, teach us to die for the 
* Captain of our ſalvation.” In this ſtrain may he ad- 


dreſs his Brethren; for whatever cenſure may reſt upon 


his miſtake, whatever want of ſanctification of heart it 
may infer, if this be the grand fault which lies againſt his 
character, it is of a kind, eſpecially when he comes to 
ſee and confeſſes it ingenuouſly, as infers alſo ſomething - 
which will ſupport him under its conſequences ;—as will, 
with God's grace, lead him to real improvement, and 
render him more the object of eſteem, than of reproach 


with all who- love God. 


Next to the ineſtimable and irreparable loſs of his own 
ſoul in attempting to ſave the ſouls of others, perhaps the 
moſt inſupportable ſhock a miſhonary can have to ſupport, 
far worſe than death, is that of total difappointment, toge- 
ther with a diſcovery of having miſtaken his object. Yet 
to this total diſappointment, to this dreadful diſcovery, 
is every man liable who engages in Miſſions, | This re. 
flection ſhould guard us againſt precipitate determination; 
and teach us to meet diſappointments half way. When 
we are ſoaring in the clouds, we ſhould often bring our- 
ſelves to the ground, by ſaying to ourſelves, © Perhaps I 


% may be miſtaken in my call perhaps the moſt crue! 
| . * diſappointments 
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a diſappointments await me.“ Such thoughts are the 
more needful as men of fire, and ſuch miſhioniries will 
be, particularly need them. Too often we deceive our- 
ſelves by ſuppoſing conſtitutional vivacity is Chriſtian zeal; 
and, though we es theſe humbling conſiderations 
to conſolidate  ourApirits, as much as poſſible, if diſap- 
pointment be at laſt our portion, we ſhall find it hard 
enough to ſupport the dreadtul concuſſion when it comes. 
Few men of candid minds are wholly blind to conſtitu- 
tional failings; and if the miſhonary be ſenſible that his 
defect leans to the ſide of falſe fire, it will be doubly ne- 
ceſſary for him to labour after the ſtronger qualities of 
gravity, firmnels, and ſelf poſſeſſion; and to go forth in 
atrumque paratus, to win trophies, or to ſupport the dif. 
grace inevitably conſequent on an unſucceſsful attempt. 
Should a miſfionary ſpirit be generally excited, many, 
who mean well, will be induced to venture, who, upon 
the trial, will find their ſtrength inſufficient for an apoſ- 
tolick warfare. They muſt, then, either relinquiſh the 
war, or perſifl in it to their own ruin. In this dilemma, 
the man of feeling, honour, ſpirit, may find ſuch a quan- 
tum of pride, ſelf confidence, and impatience, in his 
compoſition, as he never before ſuſpected. His feeling, 
his ſenſe of honour, his ſpirit, which, with a ſhare of 
godlineſs, were perhaps the ſecret ſprings of his engage- 
ment, will now turn their ſtrength upon himſelf, excru- 
ciate him beyond imagination, and, if God's infinite com- 
paſſions do not prevent him, and enable him to ſink 
quietly into his own nothingneſs at the feet of Jeſus, he 
will become the prey of that proud ſorrow, which, in 

ſcripture 
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ſcripture language, is ſaid to work death; or, in the phraſe- 
ology of this world, he will break las heart. The man who 
is perſuaded to engage in miſſions is free from this danger; 
but he who, with the ſemblance of apoftolick zeal, with- 
out deep humility, meeknefs, and patience, falls into this 
circumſtance, will experience a hurricane of paſſions, 
which beggars all deſcription. Much of this I have 
known too well; and I make this confeſſion, that my 
readers may learn, that I make a real and important diſ- 
tinction, between a well tempered zeal, and that ſpecies 
of fire which betrays levity and inconſtancy of mind. 


One more obſervation I ſhall make on this ſubject. If 
we would not diſcourage Miſſions, we muſt beware how 
we indulge the aſperity of cenſure againſt thoſe Who fail 
in their attempts, They have paid the penalty of their 
raſhneſs, as fully as any man of humanity could wiſh, 
We ſhould remember, it is eaſier to attempt great things 
than to accompliſh them; and if to the proud humilia- 
tions of a man's own mind, and thoſe kindlier one's of 
God's good ſpirit, this poor dejetted mortal is to be re- 
prehended, ridiculed, or, under the pretence of pity, 
to be the object of the vile contempt of baſe minds, who 
will engage in great and perilous undertakings? Let 
Chriſtians, then, imitate the dignity of a Roman Senate, 
and, inſtead of cenſuring what thouſands can cenſure, 

and few dare imitate, treat ſuch a one with a gene- 
Tous condeſcenſion which may ſuſtain his mind under 
affliction, and encourage others to bold attempts to 
ſerve a grateful people. 


After 


rr 
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Alter all, as real Chriſtians are tew and falſe ones many, 
he who becomes a miſſionary muſt expect what he will 
certainly find—contempt and oppoſition -all the way 
through; and though it be our duty to treat him in the 
way I recommed, it is evidently his duty to ſtrive after 
that lowlineſs of ſoul, which ſetting itſelf under the eye 
of God, is neither elated with the praiſe, nor dejected 
by the cenſure of men. In learning of Jeſus to be meek 
and lowly in heart, we ſhall find ſolid and permanent 


reſt. 


I remain, Reverend Brethren, 


Your affectionate Brother, 


A 
K 
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SEVENTH LETTER. 
Fathers and Brethren, 


F we would ſee a general ſpread of the goſpel and mul- 

'titudes of ignorant Heathen gathered into the fold of 
Chriſt, we ſhould endeavour to mend the miſſionary road 
and toremovefrom it all unneceſſary turnpikes: we ſhould 
conſider the objections, which are made to Miſhons, and, 
by giving them ſatisfactory anſwers, ſhake off thoſe fatal 
diſcouragements, which counteract our exertions. I beg 
leave to lay before you ſuch of them as have fallen under 
my notice, together with ſuch anſwers as I have made to 
my ſeveral objectors. 


The firſt trite objection thrown in the teeth of the man, 
who ſpeaks in favour of Miſhons, is, We have Heathens 
enough in England, without croſſing the ſea to find them. 
Convert thoſe we have at home firſt, and then look to thoſe 


abroad. This objection reminds me of the language 


of our Lord, when aſſuming the cold, ſevere air of the 


Phariſee, he made a trial of the faith of the Syro-phœni— 
cean woman, who requeſted a cure for her daughter. I? 
2s not meet to take the children's bread, and give it to dogs. 
And 1 think it may be well anſwered by the words of the 
afflicted mother, Truth, Lord; yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from the children's table, If our Lord 


may 
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may decide the point, there was reaſon, . as wet! as 
faith, in herplea. That there are Heathens in England 
is a melancholy truth ; and it will be equally true, when 
_ Chriſt ſhall come to judge the world, as it is at this day. 
80 that, it we wait their converſion, the Heathens abroad 


will never be the better for our love. But, it ſnould be 


remembered, that our European Heathens periſh by the 
_ abuſe of that knowledge, for the lack of which other 


Heathens are undone. - I add, that the Miniſters who go 


abroad, ſo far from being felt as a loſs at home, will be 
the meens of doing more good among us, than if they 


had continued in England. For foreign Miſſions will 


have the ſame influence on religion, as foreign commerce 
has upon agriculture and manufactures. As Chriſtianity 
prevails abroad, ſo it will flouriſh at home. Thus, what 
1s alledged againſt Miſſions is a ſubſtantial W N for 
engaging in them. | | 


Others object, I know not that God's time for the con- 
verſion of the Heathen be yet come. Men St. Paul would 
have gone into Aſia, he was inhubited by the ſpirit ; and if 


St. Paul was miſtaken in ſuch a point, well may we be ſo 


alſo. I anſwer if my objeQtor means to prove any thing, 
he ſhould advance a ſtep farther, and ſay I know that God's 


time is not come; and becauſe St. Paul was forbidden in 


the courſe of his journey to preach the goſpel in Aſia before 


fe had viſited Macedonia and Greece, (which were riper 


for receiving the goſpel,) therefore, Chriſtian Miniſters © 


muſt not follow the Apoſile's example, left, peraduenture, 


they Jhould act under the inhubitions of the Spirit — But is 


H | Ta. 
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I don't know, in the lips of any man, to be oppoſed to 
the authoritative command of Chriſt, Go, preach the goſ- 
bel to every creature? And is it come to this, that eigh- 
teen hundred years after the death of Chriſt, and notwith- 
ſtanding the general opinion of the Church evinced, by 
her engaging, more or leſs, in Miſſions, from that time 
to this, that we are in doubt about our Maſter's will on 
a ſubject, which involves the ſalvation of ſo large a part 
of mankind? If this be the caſe, how are we to know 
God's will? What muſt the Majeſty of Heaven do to 
ſatisfy our unreaſonable ſpirits? An evil and adulterous 
generation ſeek for ſigns. Our ſeruples ſtamp cur 
charater—St. Paul's inhibition proves the very point 
I contend for—that we ſhould a& under the warrant 
of a general commiſſion. St. Paul did ſo. As a 
man of ſenſe he made uſe of his reaſon. He had un- 


doubtedly ſpecious reaſons for thinking of going firſt into 
Aſia; but God, who ſaw farther than he did, ordered 


him to take another rout, and after he had fulfiled that 


miniſtry, he reſumed his deſign to go into Aſia, and 
ſpent a conſiderable time there, his labours being accom. 
panied with the ſame ſuccceſs which attended him in 
other parts. We read of none of the Apoſtles looking 
for particular intimations of the divine will to direct 
their labours. Sometimes they had extraordinary inti- 
mations, and they obeyed them; but, in their general 
courſe, after prayer and ſerious deliberation, they did 


what appeared to them the moſt adviſeable. Laſtly, I 


aſk why are we, in religion, to contravene every prin- 


ciple of common ſenſe, upon which we act in all other 
| | e things 
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things? Let us do our duty, and ceaſe to move the 
councils of Heaven for the knowledge of what the Al- 


mighty is determined to conceal. Were St. Paul on 


earth, and an angel from heaven were to preach the doc- 
trine contained in the objection, I am confident, the 
Apoſtle would ſtrip him of his luminous apparel, and lay 
his doctrine under an anathema, in all the Churches. 


An objection, ſimilar to the one I have juſt anſwered, 
is urged in the following form — It appears that the order 
of events we are taught to expect from the Prophecies, is 

firſe the deſtruction of the Roman Antichriſt, then the 
converſion of the Fews, and, laſt of all, the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles ; in which work, the converted eus, it is 
thought, will be the principal inſtruments. The concluſion 
2s, that the time is not yet come for the converſion of the 
Heathens, and that all our labour to effect it will be loſt. 
To this reaſoning, I anſwer firſt, that prophecies com- 
paratively obſcure ſhould not be put in competition with 
the obligation of clear and explicit precepts. Secondly, 
if all be granted which this objection aſſumes, it will 
not follow that we ſhould: look for the grand events 
we hope to ſee accompliſhed, in indolence and careleſs. 


neſs. If none but Jewiſh Chriſtians dare ſignalize their I 


zeal for truth in the apoſtolick way, nor are to be 


honoured with apoſtolick ſucceſs, much, very much 


may yet be done by us, long before we ſhall ſee righ- 
teouſneſs coyering the earth, as the waters do the face 


of the deep. How does my objeQor know, Whether 


the Lord may not make uſe of the zeal of ſincere 
| He 
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Chriſtians in ſpreading: his Goſpel, as one principal 5 

means of converting the Jews? And how many Mil- 
lions may there not be brought to God, before the ful- 
neſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in? We are told that 
our religion ſhall have a general ſpread, an univerſal | 
prevalence in the world, and we are commanded to 
preach the Goſpel to every creature : but inſtead of 
occupying our talent with faithfulneſs, we fairly bury it 
becauſe it is not ten. Becauſe the time may not yet be 
come for the grand converſion of mankind, we take it 

for granted, that the day is not come for the converſion 
of any of them; and becauſe we do not hope for apoſto- 
lick ſucceſs, we determine abſolutely to do nothing at 
all. But ſhall thoſe ſervants be pronounced bleſſed, 
whom the Lord fhall find ſo doing PE 


A third objetiiom OY from the e of the un- 
deriaking. Miſionaries at this day, it is ſaid, have 
difficulties to ſtruggle with, which are altogether inſupera- 
ble; nor can men and money be raiſed equal to fuch exten- 
foe undertakings. 1 grant, if we put Omnipotence out 
of the queſtion, we have little encouragement to engage 
in this war. But, I alſo inſiſt, that the inſuperable 
difficulties ſpoken of exiſt only in our own cowardice. 
The Jeſuits ſurmounted them all. The Moravians have 
done the ſame. And other men, who will imitate their 
intrepedity, will be equally ſucceſsful. Nor are the 
ſums of money neceſſary for theſe undertakings ſo great 
as may be imagined. | 


* 


When 


— 
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When we have proper miſſionaries and have learned 


to conduct our Miſſions aright, the expence attending 


them will be greatly diminiſhed. Were as large a ſum 
as fifty thouſand pounds per annum expended in Miſ- 
| ſions, what a trifle would a ſingle million of money be in 

the courſe of twenty years, to be raiſed among the 
_ Chriſtians of England ? And while we pay fourteen or 
fifteen millions annually for the advantage of civil go- 
vernment, what a ſmall offering 1 is fifty 3 pounds 


to our Immortal Sovereign for all the bleſſings of his di- 
vine religion ? Say that the ſum of thirty five thouſand 


pounds bounded our benevolence to our Heathen bre- 
thren, this would be one million in thirty years. Cer- 
tainly this money would be incomparably better ſpent 
than the millions conſumed in one year's war! In the 
laſt year a ſubſcription of more than twenty thouſand 
pounds was giver” to the emigrant miniſters of the Galli. 
can Church ; and immenſe ſums are laid out on the ſup- 


port of our poor, every year. I heartily approve of this 


way of ſpending our money; but may I not aſk, Is the 
ſpread of Chriſt's religion a matter of common charity, 


that we ſhould part with money for Miſſions with as much 


reluctance as we would part with our blood; and think 
forty or fifty thouſand pounds, which a few Gentlemen 
of fortune can afford to throw away on their. pleaſures 
every year, too large a ſum to be applied to the firſt, the 
greateſt, and moſt obligatory charity under heaven? 
And yet by the expenditure of the ſum I have mentioned 
might thouſands' of Heathen, every year, be brought 
; | H 3 | from 
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from Harkaefs f into light, and turned from the power of 
| Satan to the ſervice of God. | 


1 want of men is the laſt thing to be feared. There 
exiſts, at this day, in England, a greater number of men 
who wiſh for this employment, than can well be imagined. 
They are to be found among all Denominations. Let us 
but enquire after them and they will appear. But ſo long 
as Miſſions are diſcouraged and vilified, few of them will 

brand themſelves for enthuſiaſts, by expreſſing great for- 
wardneſs, and becoming candidates for them. 

1 will ſtill be objected that, Facts do not juſtify theſe 
_ Jamguine hopes ; 5 for no fruit has yet been derived from 
Miſionq worth the money, and toil, and valuable lives, 
which have been expended on them ; and which might have 
been applied to better purpoſe in Europe, I anſwer, the 
facts alluded to, prove nothing but that Miſſions have 
been very improperly conducted; and, that if they are 
not taken up with more ſpirit, they are by no means likely 
to anſwer their end. But, I inſiſt, thatthe fruit with which 
they have been attended, proves undeniably what may be 
done, when we exert ourſelves as we ought to do. I in- 
fiſt, farther, that thoſe Miſſions though unproduttive, are 
very juſtifiable, and have anſwered valuable purpoſes. 
They are juſtifiable ; for the men who have atted in them 
have done their duty, reſpected their conſciences, felt 
for humanity, proved their faith, aſſerted the honour of 
their religion, and glorified the veracity, faithfulneſs and 


power of God. It ſhall not avail that the world brands 
their 
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their lives with madneſs, and eſteems their deaths without 


honour, Wiſdom will juſtify her children. They have 
been wzse, inaſmuch as they have been faithful ; for there 
is no man, who hath left father or mother, or houſe or 


lands, or friends or country, for the ſake of Chriſt, who 


ſhall not receive an hundred fold in the kingdom of God, 
They have alſo anſwered valuable ends. They will juſ- 
tify the ways of God to men, in the day of final account, 
and ſerve to illuſtrate his myſterious providence, They 
will condemn the Chriſtian world of unbelief. They 
will have given a great example to us, as having choſen 
affliction, not with the people of God, but with poor 


Heathens, in preference to all the riches and honours of 


Egypt. When Chriſtendom lay aſleep, they alone heard 


the ſound of arms, and joined the bleſſed Captain of their 
Salvation on the plains of Indoſtan, and in the froſts 


and ſnows of Greenland and Labrador. Like Abraham 
they went forth to a far country ; and though the accom- 
pliſhment of the promiſe has not been unto them, yet, 
like that venerable: Patriarch, they have ſeen Chriſt's day 


and rejoiced. In the veracity of the promiles, they have 


ſeen his ſeed, numerous as the ſands on the ſea ſhore, and 
reſplendent as the ſtars of heaven. They have obtained 
a good report through faith, and their bones, like thoſe 
of Jacob and Joſeph, have taken poſſeſſion of the land 
of our inheritance, They reſt in glorious hope ; and 
though no proud Mauſoleum of theirs attracts the eye of 
man, prone to gaze with falſe wonder on earthly pageants, 
yet Angels in amicable converſe will point out each hal- 


lowed ſpot, and read the general epitaph—The/e were men 


of 


8 


wren 


, whom tie world was not worthy! They plead the 


cauſe of Chriſt with us, nor ſhall they always plead in 
vain. Their voices ſhall be heard, and all Europe ſhall 
obey their call. They are the forerunners of the armics 
of Emanuel, and their labours the welcome drops which 
promiſe plenteous rain. Until this is brought to paſs, 
they have the honour to keep alive the ſpirit of Miſſions ; ' 
and will claim a large ſhare in the victories of thoſe, who 
ſhall come after them. W 


Some pious men can indulge no hope of ſucceſs in 
Miſſions, whale the wickedneſs of Europeans operates to 
prejudice the Heathen againſt the goſpel. We lament the 
fatal operation of prejudices which ariſe from that quar- 
ter, but think they are preſſed beyond all bounds of 
truth. No people were more prejudiced againſt Chriſ- 
tianity, nor had more dreadful cauſe to be fo, than 


the poor Indians of California and Paraguay; but their 


prejudices yielded to the force of reaſon, and the perſe- 
vering benevolence of the Jeſuits. Truth is great and 

will prevail. No men are ſo brutiſh as not to be able to 
diſtinguiſh between a friend and an enemy; and fierce 
lions have been ſubdued by the blandiſhments of gentle, 
human kindneſs. Beyond all this, we muſt look to the 
bleſſing of the God we ſerve, and the almighty grace of 
our Lord R Chriſt. To hope the beſt is pious and | 


- wiſe. 


Many Moralifts, who, thongh bred up in the common 
forms and principles of Chriſtianity, know not how to 
value 
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vided their. religion, a The death of Chriſt was A 


common sacrifice ; his good Spirit is given to all men g. and 
/ the Heathens obey the admonitions of the Spirit, they 
well be accepted through the merits of the Redeemer's death. 
Why not, then, leave them to their equitable Fudge, who 
having given them but one talent, will not require from 
them the improvement of ten. God will certainly 
Judge them equitably, and will not expect to reap what 
he has not ſown, We grant alſo, that a Heathen may 
be ſaved without an explicit revelation of the goſpel, 
though not without ſanRification of the ſpirit and the 
ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus. But this does not 
prove, that the goſpel is not an ineſtimable gift; or that 
it is not our duty to carry it to them. _ Farther, I anſwer 
queſtion with queſtion ; and aſk, It a man in England 
may be ſaved, though he cannot read his bible, what 
need is there of his being able to read it? If ſimple 
reading be ſufficient, what need is there of liberal edu- 
cation? If man may live on bread and water, what need 
of a profuſion of meats and drinks? If the blind may 
travel from one part of the kingdom to another, by 
the humble helps of his dog and ſtaff, what can there be 
_ deſirable in viſion, and all the accommodations of inns, 
carriages, and good roads? Not to preſs my objector 
with a hundred more ſuch queſtions, I affirm, that Chriſ- 
tianity gives a perfection to man which ſets him almoſt 
on a level with angels; and, that, the ſpiritual knowledge 
and piety of a Confucius or a Socrates, is no more to be 
compared with che attainments of the meaneſt child of God 
under the diſpenſation of Chriſt, than the knowledge of 
n | 2 Hottentot 
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2 Hottentot is to be weighed _ the cultivated rea- 
ſon of a anereb*H | 


The laſt objeftion, I ſhall notice, is of a more unequt- 
vocal nature than all the reſt. ' Miſſionaries are a diſgrace 
to any nation. Their attempts are highly. dangerous ; for 

ſhould they ſucceed in introducing Chriſtianity into the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies, it would produce revolt in our Colonies, 
and subvert the Britiſh empire in Indoſtan. This objec- 
tion has in ſubſtance been urged in a Britiſh Parliament, 
in the Weſt India Iſlands, and in the debates of the India 
Directors. I confefs, I know not how to meet it in the 
way of argument. The men who make it are as unfit 
zudges of Chriſtianity, as the blind are of colours ; and 
are as much diſpoſed to receive conviction from reaſon- 
ing, as rocks are diſpoſed to weep over human mi- 
ſeries. As the ſervant of the Lord however I ſhall be. 
told I muſt be meek. Be it ſo. The objettion is either 
true or falſe, If it be true, —if the Doctrine of Chriſt 
does really tend to produce revolt, and to ſubvert empires, 
Jet us open our arms to French Atheiſm. Let us renounce 
| this religion of blood, which curſes the world with ever- 
laſting diſorders and contentions; and rejoice that we have 
lived to a day, when the endleſs whirl of elements and 
atoms has produced ſuch noble diſcoveries. Let us deify 
the fiend Marat ; and let us tellall our worthy countrymen, 
who pick pockets, cut throats, and delight in ſuch inge- 
nuous arts, that they may diſmifs all fears of vengeance 


from the crucified man of Nazareth. But Chriſtianity 
| 5 never 
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never did produce revolt ain fabverſion of empires. It 
has 70 tendency to produce theſe dreadful conſequences. If 
indeed it were propoſed to ſend forth booted Apoſtles, to 
convert the nations by fire and {word, the objection 
would aſſume the colour of truth, and only the colour of 
| truth ; for no unprejudiced man, who ever read the goſ- 
pel would dignify ſuch miſſionaries with the epithet of 
Chriſtian, If on the other hand the objection be falſe, 
it can merit no anſwer but that of indignant ſilence, 


Should it be ſaid theſe apprehenſions do not originate 
in any tendency which the religion of Chriſt 1s ſuppoſed 
to have to operate theſe effetts, but in the accidental abufe 
to which it is liable from the ingnorant zeal of miſſion- 
aries, the implacable reſentments of Slaves, and the bigot. 
ted ſuperſtition of the inhabitants of India, which would 
render them jealous of innovations in their religion, a 
ſatisfactory anſwer may be given on all theſe heads. 
Miſſionaries can promiſe themſelves no advantage from 
exciting revolt from the Government which protects 
them. None but good men will engage in Miſſions, and 
they muſt abhor every doctrine which diſturbs the peace 
of Society. But a {mall ſhare of common ſenſe, and of 
- acquaintance with their bibles, will teach them the neceſ- 
ſity of enforcing on their converts, that ſalutary doctrine, 


which St. Paul taught to the numerous ſlaves of the Ro- 
man empire—Let as many Servants, as are under the yoke, 
count their own maſters worthy of all honour, that the 
name of God and has doctrine be not blaſplemed. Had the 
Apoſtle preached other doctrine, he would have armed 

| | one 
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one half of the world againft the other, and excited in- 


ſurrections and maſſacres throughout the empire, in 


which the ſlaves were nearly as numerous as the freemen. 
But, if any miſſionary be blind to this wholeſome doctrine 
of the Scripture, and if he be deaf to the conſequences of 
preaching otherwiſe, which he will not fail to hear from 


_every quarter, let the laws claim the penalty of his raſh- 


neſs. We will not exclaim that religion is violated by 
his puniſhment ; and, we expect in return, that the doc- 


trine of God be not blaſphemed, and ſober minded miſ- 


fionaries vilified, for the dangerous folly of a few hot 
headed men. | 3 


I have not heard that any bad conſequences have ariſen 
in our Colonies from the labours of the Moravian and 
Methodiſt miſſionaries; and I am in hopes that the fears 
of my Weſt Indian countrymen are now pretty well 
calmed on that head. They now begin to fee] the ad- 
vantage of their miniſtry, and invite them to labour 
among their {laves. When once thole poor creatures are 
made real Chriſtians, they almoſt forget that they are 
flaves. They bleſs God for that afflictive providence, 
which tore them from their native land, and all the cha- 


rities of life, ſince it has placed them in circumſtances 


favourable to the knowledge of Chriſt, and the ſalvation 
of their immortal ſouls. The awful prohibitions of 
Chriflianity not only wreſt the dagger from their hands, 
but deprive them of the inclination to uſe it, Inſtead of 
execrating their enemies, the love of Chriſt compels them 
to bleſs and pray for them. Such are the effects, with 

1 many 
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| many others highly beneficial, which flow, naturally 
and neceſſarily, from the introduction of genuine ee 


tianity into our Colonies. | 


W hat has deed ſaid of the influence of religion in the 


Weſt Indies, will equally apply to the Britiſh Empire in 


India, We grant jealouſies may poſſibly be excited 
among the Natives by the introduction of Chriſtianity, 
eſpecially among the Mahomedans, whoſe religion con- 
ſiders it as meritorious to make war on all miſbelievers. 
But, when I refle& on the general character of the na- 
tives of Indoſtan, I cannot believe any inſurrections on 
that account very propable. If the Britiſh power there 
ſhould ſuffer ſomething in the attempt, the ſucceſs of the 
attempt muſt give it a ſtability which it has not yet felt. 
And if the ambition and avarice of the India Company do 
not one day ruin their affairs, there is no reaſon to fear 
that the God, at whoſe command empires riſe and fall, 
will overturn their empire for the damnable crimes of. 
countenancing truth, piety, and benevolence. If India 
Directors are too far gone in earthly policy to attend to 
theſe reaſonings, we need not their ſervices. In Cal- 


cutta we dare aſſert the liberties of Engliſhmen, and the 
right of - Chriſt's ſervants to preach the goſpel to every 
creature, If thoſe liberties are refuſed, and that right 


is laughed at, I hope the Eaſt will ſoon be filled with 
miſſionaries, who dare ſuffer any thing which the Go- 


vernors of India dare inflift, and who, under the fierceſt 


fire of perſecution, ſhall ſpread, on every fide, the light 
of the Glory of God, in the face of Chrift Jeſus, 
H aving 


tendom is now weary of the Papal yoke. It has been too 
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Having run over this ſtring of objections, and, as T 
hope, given them a ſatistactory anſwer, I beg leave for 
a moment to call your attention to a conſideration not 
irrelevant to the ſubject of Miſhons. — Is nothing to be 
done for the millions who groan under the iron rod of 
Antichriſt ? Will it be a ſufficient reaſon for Proteſtant 
Miniſters to give to Jeſus Chriſt, for not declaring the 
truth of the goſpel in Italy, Spain, and Portugal, that 
there are inquiſitions in thoſe countries, and that our lives 
muſt be the forfeiture of doing our duty? Would not 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in- the early ages, have 
bluſhed at ſuch a plea? What is become of the zeal 
which actuated our forefathers at the Reformation? 
Italy abounds with Materialiſts and Atheiſts. Even in 
Spain and Portugal, the gloomieſt regions of hateful ſu- 
perſtition, there is reaſon to believe that many thouſands 
would give a hearty reception to the Proteſtant doctrine. 
Rome is now defended by Britiſh valour. Her Miniſ- 


ters, who, in their turn, fall under the edge of that ſword, 


which they once wielded until it was drunk with Proteſ- 
tant blood, may have learned moderation from their ſuf. 
ferings. Foſtered in the benevolent boſoms of Engliſh 
Proteſtants, witneſſing a ſerious regard to religion in this 
country, which they could hardly believe exiſted among 
us, and obſerving the fraternal love which unites us, and 
1s the happy conſequence of mutual toleration, may we 
not hope that this is a favourable time for diſcuſſing, with 
candour and benevolence, the grand truths in diſpute 
between the Roman and Proteſtant Communions? Chrif- 


long 
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long miſtaken by many for the ealy yoke of Jeſus ; and 


while ey revolt from Rome, ey at the lame time re- 


means, then, to Ss aſed to 5 theſe dreadful evils, 

but that of the extirminating ſword ? Surely much may 
be expected from rational controverſy. Our books may 
be circulated through Europe, and they will convey the 
beſt antidote to thoſe poiſonous publications, whereby 
French Atheiſts are overturning religion, morals, and 
government in the world. The reaſons, which vindi- 
cate the propriety of exhorting you to undertake Miſſions 
among Heathens, will evince the neceſſity of doing the 
ſame among the Catholicks and the followers of Maho- 
met. And may we not believe, that God will take it 
well at our hands,. before his judgements wholly over- 
whelm Babylon, if we give a loud and affectionate call 
to all who fear God, in any degree, among her ſons, to | 
flee from the evil to come, and to relinquiſh her Com- 
munion, before ſhe ſinks in avenging fire ? 


Earneſtly beſeeching the God of all mercy, to give us 
in all theſe reſpects, and in every thing elſe which in- 
volves our duty and faithfulneſs, as Stewards of the 
myſteries of Chriſt, an honeſt and enlightened Judge- 


ment, 
I remain, Reverend Brethren, 


Your affectionate, humble ſervant, 


+ 1 PIGHTH LEER? h 
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1 e and ern, | 


N. a former letter, I endeavoured to excite your zeal by 
ſetting before you the example of the Apoſtles. In 
che preſent letter, I ſhall attempt to call forth the ſenti- 
= ments of ſhame, indignation, and ſelf contempt, by RE 6 
[/ | minding you of the condutt of the children of this world, | 
4 whom our Lord pronounces wiſer in their generation 


7 than the children of light, 1 5 


"Their or en is COD in the agreement ol 
8 - 13 their principles and practices; in the fitneſs of the means 
they employ to the ends they would accompliſh ; in the 
boldneſs and comprehenſion of their plans; and in the 
policy, energy, and perſeverance, with which they effect 
their purpoſes. Nor is this to be wondered at. They are 
children of the world. They live in their own ele- 
ment; and breathe a congenial air. Familiarly conver- 
ſant with the objects? around them, they tread a beaten 


path, and animate each other by their numbers and their 
mouts. Their principles originate in their nature, are 
ſtrengthened by early habits, ſharpened by education, 
bY and receive their perfection from that grand ſcience, the 


{1 / knowledge of life, in which they find the major part of 
| "= all ranks approving, avowing, vindicating, applauding, 
| / | and - 


* 
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and aſting upon principles ſimilar to their own. They 
diſcover their leading intereſt with inſtinctive ſagacity, = 
and hunt down their prey with the fierceneſs of the lion, 


or the crafty doublings of the fox. 


With the children of light, who dwell in the midſt of 
darkneſs, it is far otherwiſe. Their principles, ſpirit, 
and manners, have little affinity with thoſe of the world; 
and they are naturally deſpiſed, hated, and ridiculed by 
her children. As ſtrangers, they traverſe an unknown 
country; as pilgrims, they enjoy few accommodations; 
and as ſoldiers, they tread on. hoſtile ground, and fight 
their way with difficulty. Too often, diſcouraged by the 
ſeverity of their warfare, and the tediouſneſs of their 
exile, they wiſn for the wings of the dove, that they 
might flee away, and be at reſt. With implacable re- 
ſentments the God of this world and his armies purſue 
them, as the fugitives of his kingdom; and, what is worft of 
all, they carry in their own breaſts traitors, who would 
perſuade them to return from the fatigues of the wilder- 
neſs to the fleſh. pots of Egypt. Their old man ſtruggles 
againſt the new one, inveterate habits recur, and the 
ſtubborn principles of earthly policy, at one time, reſiſt 
the wiſdom which cometh from above, and, at another, 
modify and accomodate it to the intereſts of the fleſh. 
Hence religion ſits aukwardly upon us. Hence our pur- 
| poſes are broken off, poſtponed, or executed with a 
timidity and ſupineneſs, which, deprive them of half 
their effect, and indicate that Toy . but half our 


hearts. 


1 Yet, 
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But, if the children of this world often ſeduce us to 
evil, they alſo afford us many admirable leſſons how 
to do well. In the preſent caſe, we may learn much 
from them; and from the monarch to the peaſant their 
conduct in their reſpe ive ſtations, will ſhame the cow- 


ardice and inactivity of the miniſters of Chriſt. 

C Let us firſt caſt our eyes on the maſs of men, ſoldiers, 
ſailors, labourers, and low mechanicks, who are called 
plebeians, the vulgar, the rabble, the herd. Theſe poor 
men toil to extreme laſſitude, allay the cravings ot hun- 


ger with coarſe and ſcanty diet, ſhun neither hardſhip 


nor danger in their occupations, accelerate the approach of 
age and decrepitude, and have their teelings tortured with 
the inſolence of command, and the varied ſcenes of do- 
meſtick diſtreſs attendant on poverty. | Thouſands of 


them are continually cruſhed in mines, burnt in furnaces, . 


immerged in waters, poiſoned; ſlaughtered, wracked to 
death with rheumatiſm, or pine away in conſumption. 
Ten thouſand fatal cafualties are daily hurrying them into 
eternity. Yet they do not complain, but are content and 
cheerful, With manly firmnels, they ſupport the load of 
life, and calmly tread the path which conducts them to 


their end. For fix pence a day, the ſoldier expoſes his life, 


and when the ball penetrates his cheſt, or his vitals palpi- 


tate on the bayonet, beguiles his anguiſh with the thought 


that he falls on the bed of honour, and dies in the defence 
of his country. For a trifling ſtipend, the mariner en- 
counters all the dangers of the deep, and braves a war of 
elements. Amid thick darknefs, loud thunder, livid light- 


ening, 
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ening, and deluging rains, he mans the rocking yards, 
climbs the reeling maſt, or toils at the labourious pump. 
Faithful to his ſhipmates, and obedient to the maſter, he 
| declines no ſervice, but courageouſly keeps death at bay 
until he ſinks beneath a mountain of waters. All this do 
| theſe poor men riſk and fuffer, ſtrange to tell, without one 
Chriſtian principle to ſupport the ſoul: While we, under 
all the ſanctions of religion, boaſting patrician minds, 
enlarged with feience, and ſuperior to vulgar flights, dare 


not imitate their hardihood. A morſel of bread, which 
is alt they feek, and all they gain, weighs heavier on the 


balance than the love of Chriſt, the glory of God, che 
falvation of men, the authority of ſeripture, the fenſe of 


right, the principle of honour, and all the praife and glory 
of an immortal crown!!! Well might our Lord exhort 


us to Labour for the bread that perifheth not, n to ago- 
"_ ang enter in at the Rraigh(PRE# 85 


'- Conffider next the officers of the army and navy. 
They are born as well, educated as delicately, and have 
as large ſhare of the good things of this world, as the mi- 
niſters of the goſpel. They are refined in their ideas, 
often effeminate in their manners, and in their perſons, 
not more robuſt than ourſelves. But when their country 
calls' for their ſwords, they come forth with a comment% 


ble gallantry; and, without the hardy habits of the private, 


go through the fame fatigues, and confront the ſame 
perils, Not content with' meeting dangers they cannot 
ſhun, the principle of Honour, and the hope of preſer- 
ment, puſh' them on to ſeek occaſions of diſlinction 
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by atchivements of heroiſm, Nevertheleſs, they have 
parents, wives, and children, as we have, who depend 
for a maintenance on the lives of which they are dons pro- 

e | 


20 But how do the officers of the armies. of Chriſt con- 
duct themſelves? Little better, I am forry to ſay, than 
an undiſciplined militia, who have covenanted to fight 
only pro aris et focis; and who are encouraged to put on 
a red coat and parade in military pomp, becauſe they flat- 
ter themſelves they ſhall never be brought to puſh a bayo- 
net. To ſee us exerciſe at home might give a high idea 
of our courage and proweſs, if it were not too well un- 
derſtood that we had an invincible diſlike to hard blows 
and long marches. Good God! what flowing eloquence, 
what ſtrength of reaſoning, what animated declamation, 

do we hear from our pulpits! What potent demonſtra- 
tions of the truths of Chriſtianity, what confutations of in- 
fidelity, what accurate inveſtigation of moral duties, what 
vehement recommendation of Chriſtian graces, employ. 
the preſs! And who would not think, that among the 
many who write and ſpeak ſuch things, a tolerable num- 
ber might be found to propagate in foreign parts a reli- 
gion of which we are ſo proud at home? Alas! while 


8 we have ſoft pulpits and well dreſſed congregations, ſnug 
livings and quiet cures, good food and decent clothes, and 


may relieve the dry ſtudy of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
by wantoning in the circle of antient and modern ſcience, 
we-manceuvre to admiration. But to abjure all ſcience 
except that of the goſpel, to compaſs ſea and land for the 
| love 


1 
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love of Chi iſt, to proſtitute our eloquence by ſtammer- 
üng in a barbarous tongue, to exchange our poliſhed 
friends for ſavage aſſociates, to break our conſtitution 
with hardſhip in a ſickly clime, and to put off the fine 
Gentleman, that we may put on the rough garb of 
Chriſt's ſoldiers, are things hardly mention ed, and never 
taught in our colleges and univerſities. | 


What a pity it is, Reverend Brethren, that men like 
us ſo gentle and pacifick, ſo averſe to the alarms of war, 
ſo unambitious of martyrdom, and ſo enamoured of the 
ſciences, ſhould have enliſted under the banners of a 
Prince who affected to be neither philoſopher, gramma- 
rian, nor rhetorician : who ſuffered ſo much in his own 
perſon as to be willing to allow ſmall intervals of repole 
to his followers ; who, inſtead of putting pens in our 
hands, lays croſſes on our backs; and who inſtead of de- 
ceiving us with fair ſpeeches, and alluring hopes of ſecu- 
lar emoluments, declares unceremoniouſly, that if any 
man will not deny himſelf and follow him, although it be 
to certain death, he is unworthy of him Would to God g 
this were a ſubject in which there was no place for theſe 
biting ironies. But I am fick at heart. I bluſh for my- 
ſelf and the honour of my corps, and muſt write what I 
fee]. Shall the principle of honour, and the hope of flow, 
petty, precarious preferment, advance the children of 
this world to the rank oft heroes, while the certain, glo- 
rious preferments held out to us by the Son of God have 
no power to move us, bat are trodden under foot, as 


though they were huſks, or we were ſwine ? 
| | | 13 Advance 
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Advance next, ye ſons of learning, arts, experiments, 
and try upon us lagging racers, the powers of your 
manly eloquence,” and the evidence of your demon- 
ſtrations. In the | preſent century, Geography and- 
Aſtronomy have received great improvements, at con- 
fiderable expence, by long, hazardous voyages, travels 
full of fatigue and peril, and painful obſervations ta- 
taken in the Arctic Circle, on the ſummits of the 
Andes, and in the Iflands of the South Seas. By theſe 
undertakings the names of Cooke, Wallis, Banks, Le- 
dyard, Haughton, Maupertius, and others, have been 
reſcued from oblivion, and will be handed down to poſ- 
terity, together with the names of the great Kings, whoſe - 
commands they executed, as long as the records of ſci- 
ence ſhall ſubſiſt. But are obſervations of the tranſit of 
Venus, the menſuration of a degree of longitude, the 
ſolving the problem of a Southern Continent, objects of 

? ſuch magnitude ? Will they exonerate the Princes who 
commanded, or the men who performed their commands, 
from the imputation of idle curioſity, unjuſtifiable teme- 
rity, and a waſte of treaſure and of blood? If they do, 
and if He who made man in his own image, and re- 
deemed him by the death of his own Son, be able to ap- 
preciate the value of an immortal ſoul, are there not 
inducements to draw the Miniſters of Chriſt to Africa, 
Aſia, and the South Seas, infinitely more worthy of a 
noble mind, than the acquiſition of wealth or the im- 
proyement of ſcience? Shall religion refuſe to fol- 
low, where the love of ſcience leads ? Or, have the 

ambaſſadors of God leſs afhance on his protection, than 
| 7 the 
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the naturaliſt who explores the dangerous chaſms and 
tremendous crater of a volcano? O God of the Chriſ- 
tians, ſuffer it no longer! If the great and ſtrong decline 
the conflict, let the baſe and weak again ſhew the world; F 


that thy Majeſty condeſcends to employ the meaneſt in- 


ſtruments, and that thy religion prevails not by the wiſe 


dom of man, but by the powers of thy ſpirit, O Lord! 


The mighty acts of Commerce ſhould not be forgot- 
ten. What has ſhe not effected? She navigates every 


ſea, levels mountains, traverſes the deſert, and through- 
out the world changes the whole face of Nature. She 


rules the ſenate, controuls the field, and diſpenſes peace 


or war as ſhe pleaſes. She aſſerts univerſal empire, and 


calling the nations, peoples, and languages to the plains 


of Dura, commands them to fall down and worſhip the 


golden image ſhe has ſet up. 


From the time that Columbus led the way to a new 


world, and De Gama, ſkirting the coaſt of Africa, pene- 


trated to the Indian Ocean, and the treaſures of the Eaſt, 
how amiable, how uncorrupt, how ſweetened with hu- 


man kindneſs, how marked with every character of our 


religion, how beneath all praiſe and recompence, except 
ſuch as God can give, has been the conduct of the n.ex- _ 


chants of Portugal, Spain, Holland, France, and Eng. 


land! From that bleſſed æra, with what a mighty tide: 


has their benevolence rolled to the American, the Afri 
can, and the Aſian ſhores ! What -iſlands has it not 
peopled? What barbarous country has it not civilized ! 

| What 
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| | What arts and laws acknowledge not its creating power 


and foſtering care! What emancipated ſlave does not 


extend to heaven his unfettered arm, and bear teſtimony 
| to ut!!! | , 


— 


a All hail, Chriſtian Europe ! All hail, ye her ſceptered 


j Rulers, Defenders of the Faith, Moſt Faithful, Moſt 


Catholick, Moſt Chriſtian Kings! Ye Nobles, and ye 
mitred Biſhops of her realms! Ye princely Traders, 
and ye legal Seers! Ye Leaders of her hoſts by land 
and fea, who rule the ſtorm of war, and bid her battles 
bleed! Others have done well; but Thou, Cur1s- 
TLIAN EUROPE, excelleſt them all! The Greek, Ro- 
man, Saracen, Turkman, Tartar ſword, has thinned the 
nations; but Thou, great in arts and arms, Queen of 
the Earth, and ſacred Mother of Chriſtians, baſt every. 
where planted the olive, and embraced thy ſpecies with 
maternal arms! The ſpirits of the Incas, Montezuma, 
Aſian Rajahs, Indian Chiefs, African Princes, Kings of 
Achin and of Crmus, and the myriads of their murdzred 
ſubjects, watch over thy peace, and make interceſſion 
for thy proſperity before God | Thy laurelled ſoldiery. 
thy triumphant fleets, and the numerous carriers of thy 
trade, return to thy bleſſed kingdoms leſs richly fraught 
with gold and coſtly merchandize, than laden deep with 
benediction, and the grateful acclamations of the tribes 
of man! Exult, ye Mariyrs, in ſons who thus perpetu- 
ate your fame! Rejoice, Apoſtles, in theſe peaceful, 
righteous trophies of the croſs! And Thou, Father of 
all, contemplate theſe fair ——— Forgive, God of all 

mercy, 
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mercy, forgive the preſumption of this addreſs! For 
ever, if it be poſſible, for ever, let theſe abhorred acts 


be blotted from the memorial of thy holineſs. But if the 
earth, bathed with gore, and fattened with human car- 
caſſes, cries loudly for vengeance, and if the ſacrifice of 


thine immaculate Son may not be proſtituted to varniſh 


crimes, and to ſhield the murderer and ſpoiler from thy 
thunder, grant, that in that day, when thou makeſt inqui- 


ſition for blood, I may not be found guilty of ſilence 
where I ought to have ſpoken, or be criminated for bu- 


Tying the talent which ought to have been employed in 


conſoling the mourner, wiping away the tear from his 
eye, and alleviating the galling weight of his chain, by 
declaring to the captive the glorious liberty of the chil. 
dren of God, and opening to his raviſhed ſoul, ſome 


proſpedcts of a better country, where no Chriſtians thirſt 


for gold, where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the 
Wweny are at reſt! | | 


Do you alfo, Reverend Brethren, forgive the tranſ. 
ports of my teeble mind, But the tranſactions I allude 
to, exceed ſo far any exertions I have been able to dif. 
cover in the frozen regions of the Church, that I was 


ſeized with the madneſs of the multitude, and could not 


reſiſt the temptation of bowing my knee, and worſhiping 
at the united altars of Commerce and of Rapine. Your 
ſober minds will reaſon where I have only felt; but per- 
mit me to hope, that to your reaſonings you will aſſoci- 
ate a portion of my ſeelings, and you will then have ſuch 
| an application of the ſubject as I could wiſh. 
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A few otter ſkins at Nootka Sound, ſoon. excited the 
ſpirit of adventure in Europe, and: not long after the 


- Engliſh and Spaniards were going to cut each other's 


throats about them. This, it ſeems, was perfectly con- 
ſonant to right reaſon. Nobody ſuſpected the nations 
were mad. And 1 is there a man among all the Miniſters 
of Chrift who will treat me as mad for exherting my 
Brethren in the Goſpel Miniftry, to propagate religion 
with as much zcal as the men of the world trade and fight 
for otter ſkins ? God forbid! 


Thus reviewing all ranks and orders of men, we ſee 
that the children of this world are wiſer, bolder, and 
more ſucceſsful in their generation than the children of 


light. Earneſtly beſeeching the Lord to give you all to 
lee] how Nun they reproach us, 


1 remain, Reverend Brethren, 


Your affectionate Brother, 


HED 
D 


* * 
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NIN TH LETTER, 


Fathers and Brethren, 


AVING traced the general outline of what I have to 
offer on Miſſions, I leave it to be filled up by your 
private meditations, or by ſome abler artiſt, who may be 
excited to preſent you with a finiſhed piece on this inte- 
reſting ſubject. But I cannot perſuade myſelf to lay 
aſide my pen, without again addreſſing to you the word of 
exhortation, and when fo many are forward in calling 
you into the field of political, or polemick, diſcuſſion, 
certainly I may be bold in provoking you to love of the | 
moſt diſintereſted kind, and to thoſe good works which 
are the moſt acceptable to God, as ny originate in the 


pureſt e 


In the l Mr. Carey's Publication on this ſub- 
jeR, I was ſtruck with the following paſſage, which 1 
ſhall requeſt permiſſion to lay before you. A Chriſtian 
* miniſter is a perſon who in a peculiar ſenſe is not his 
„ own; he is the ſervant of God, and therefore ought 
to be wholly devoted to him. By entering on that 
« ſacred office, he ſolemnly undertakes to be always en- 
„ gaged, as much as poſſible, in the Lord's work, and 
not to chuſe his own pleaſure or employment, or pur- 

"Pm ſue 
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* ſue the miniſtry as a thing which is to ſerve his own 
* ends, or intereſts, or as a kind of bye work, He en- 
** gages to go where God pleaſes, and to do, or endure 
what He ſees fit to command, in the exerciſe of his 
function. He virtually bids farewell to friends, plea- 
* ſures, and comforts, and ſtands in readineſs to endure 
**-thegreateſt ſufferings in the work of his Lord and Maſ- 
ter. — It is inconſiſtent with miniſters to pleaſe them 
** ſelves with the thoughts of a numerous auditory, cor- 
dial friends, a civilized country, legal protection, afflu- 
*+ence, ſplendour, or even a competency. The flights ; 
and hatred pf men, falſe friends, gloomy priſons and 
tortures, the ſociety of barbarians of uncouth ſpeeeh, 
* miſerable accomodations in wretched wilderneſſes, 
hunger and thirſt, nakedneſs, wearineſs, and painſul- 
* Rneſs, hard work, and little worldly encouragement, 
4. ſhould rather be the objects of their expectation. Thus 
* the Apoſtles acted in the primitive times, and endured 
„ hardineſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt ; and though 
e, who live in a civilized country, where Chriſtianity 
is protected by law, are not called to ſuffer theſe things 
«+, while we continue here, yet, Iqueſtion, whether all are 
« jnſtified' in ſtaying here, while ſo many are periſhing 
«. without the means of grace in other lands. Sure I am 
*-that it is entirely contrary to the ſpirit of the goſpel, 
. for its miniſters to be actuated by intereſted motives. | 
* On the contrary their commiſſion is a ſufficient call for 
++. them to venture all, and, like the, firſt Chriſtians, go 


86 every where preaching the goſpel. i 


Theſe. 
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Theſe, Reverend Brethren, are ſentiments worthy of our 
character as the Servants of Cod. Rejeted by mercenary 
eſſayiſts and faſhionable declaimers they find acceptance. 
with you, and are cheriſhed i in your breaſts : but, alas 
how negligent are we in giving theſe principles their pro- 
per culture Principles did I call them ?—To what a di- 
| lemma am 1 reduced ? Shall I wound you, or wrong | the 
truth ? . Better far, if it be ſo, to offend men than God. 
No, Brethren, I dare not call them principles, otherwiſe 
than as they are principles of a ſpeculative ſublime theory, 
which tew of us care to praftiſe. In the cloſet we fome- 


times meditate upon them with delight ; in the pulpit 


we enforce them with energy; ; but how ſoon, how very 
ſoon, do we go away, and forget what manner of men we 


are. oy 1 ES Nr 
- * * * * * \ * 
wv 


WT Who is he,” 2 ſaid the von — 5 pro oper; 
« cometh che world, but he that believeth that Jeſus is 


the Son of God?” Alas! of the thouſands of our 


Iſrael, whether miniſters or their flocks, how ſew are they 
whoſe religion will bear this teſt? Where are the holy, 
happy ſpirits who have overcome the world, and by a truly 
glorious victory caſt contempt on Macedon and Rome? 
Where are the men whoſe converſation is ſo in heaven, 
who ſo behold the glory of God, as to be raiſed above 


the intereſts, the hopes, the fears, the pomps and vanities 


of our petty ſyſtem? O how very few thereare to whom 
we can point with our finger and ſay, that man is truly 
| apoſtolick ! The great majority of ſuch as, in the judg- 
ment 5 charity, may be devined fencere Chriftians, are, 
e | . nevertheleſs, 
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nevertheleſs, in a feeble, infantile, unfettled fate, halt- 
ing often, ſometimes ſtumbling, grieving their friends 
and affording triumph to their enemies. Notwithſtand- 

ing the revival of religion which has taken place in 
England, in the laſt fifty years, what littleneſs of faith, 
what coldneſs of love is there among us? While we 

| compare ourſelves among ourſelves we are all diſpoſed 
to aſſume praiſe ; but when we place ourfelves in the 
Tight of God's countenance, with what difficulty do we 
endure the divine ſplendour ? What doabts, what fears, 
too often, repel our confidence, confound our ſpirits, 

ſtop our mouths and prevent the delightful accents of 
Abba F ather, which can alone 3 our wn * 


When 1 conſider the ſtate of things awaits us, I w6n- 
der that infidels have not thought it worth their while 
to follow, more generally, in the track of Mandeville, 
and relinquiſhing the attacks upon the doctrine and evi- 
dences of Chriſtianity, directed their malice to a more 
vulnerable part, and ſtabbed our Saviour through the 
perſons of his followers. Where truth: and brotherly 
kindneſs find ſo much to cenſure and lament; what ha- 
vock might we not expect from ignorance, falſhood, and 
malignty ? This indeed appears to have been the mode 

of attack adopted by Voltaire and other peſtiferous ſpi- * 

rits on the Continent. They have. prevailed. The re. 
| ligion, of Jeſus is proſcribed, his ſabbaths are changed, 
his croſs. trampled upon, and his mediation. deſpiſed, 

But could Voltaire and his nefarious colleagues work 

ſuch wonders? God forbid! The Prieſts, the Prieſts 
| | betrayed 
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betrayed their God and their religion!” Their bigotry, 
fuperſtition, ſecular and ſpiritual wickedneſſes, have 
made their flocks infidels and atheiſts; and a holy, righ- 
teous God has delivered them over to be deſtroyed and 
plundered, by the miſerable men whom they have pro- 
voked to madneſs, and cauſed to blaſpheme that venera- 
ble name by which they were called. May we ſee the 
rod, and learn inſtruction from their fall! May we be 
Jealous of our miniſtry, and compel men to reſpett it, by 
ſo making the light of our holy converſation to ſhine 
before them, that they may ſee our good works and 
glorify our Father wlio is in heaven. The miniſtry has 
long fallen under great contempt among us, and the 
laity too generally conſider us as mere ſecular men, who 
declaim for pay, and, with vile grimace, one day out of 
| ſeven; hold forth a language, which if true, condemns 
ourſelves as much as thoſe” who hear us. In ſtead of 
blaming them, let us reform ourſelves. Inſtead of talk. 
ing ol the dignity of our charafter,” let us learn to feel 
and to fupport it. Let us ſhew them that we deſpiſe 
money, are ſuperior to popularity, and have renounced 
all meddling with what is foreign to our calling. Let 


us mark the example of St. Paul, Giving,“ as he 
ſays, no offence in any thing that the miniſtry be not 
« blamed ; but in all things approving ourſelves as the 
„ miniſters of God, in much patience, in afflictions, 
in neceſſities, in diſtreſſeſs, in ſtripes, in imprifon- 
ments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſtings, 
4 by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long ſuffering, by 
ps, ANN by the Holy Ghoſt, by love er by 
the 
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the word of truth, by the power of God, 1 the armour 
* of righteouſneſs on the right hand and on the left, by 
e honour and diſhonour, by evil report and good report: 
as deceivers and yet true; as unknown, and yet well 
„ known; as dying and behold we live; as chaſtened, 


* and not killed; as ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing ; 


as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, 
and yet poſſeſſing all things.” 


Let us do this, and the miniſtry will hold up its head. 
And ſhould it be thought, that the circumſtances of our 
living in a Chriſtian country and enjoying the protection 
of equal laws, diſpenſe with our exhibiting ſome of thoſe 
atteſtations of our miniſtry which the Apoſtle enumerates, 
I beg leave to obſerve that as a mere nominal Chriſtianity 
in our countrymen will never ſhield us from contempt, 
hatred, reproach, and perſecution, as far as the laws of 
the land will permit, in the faithful diſcharge of our mi- 
niſtry, ſo the poſſeſſion and exerciſe of fervent and expan- 
ſive charity, both to the evil and the good, would neceſ- 
farily make us ſymbolize with the Apoſtle in labours, 
watchings, faſtings, affliction, neceſſities, and diſtreſſes 
of various kinds. An attempt to do much good is the 
ſure way to ſuffer much evil. Provided we will let the 
world go on as it pleaſes, and ſee our fellow creatures 
poſting to perdition without any, or with only feeble 
attempts to ſave them, they will leave us alone, and per- 
haps ſpeak well of us; but let us throw ourſelves in their 
way, let us attempt to ſtem the torrent, and we ſhall find 


religion will receive little better treatment at this day 
| | than 
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than it did 8 hundred years . Our meeting with 
ſo little perſecution for righteouſneſs ſake, i is one demon- 


ſtration, that our religion does not over much gall the 


Devil and his children. For he and they will certainly 
fight for their kingdom. But it is worſe ſtill, that we 
ſeem ftudiouſly.to ſhun the croſs of Chriſt, How many 
of us are quitting ſome ſituations, and rejecting others, 


which promiſe much uſefulneſs, merely becauſe we think 
our learning and talents thrown away on the poor, or 
our ſtipends ſo ſmall that we cannot live upon them like 


Gentlemen, or becauſe our ſpirits are too high to ſtoop. 
to owe our maintenance to pious friends; or becauſe we. 
cannot live by faith on the liberality and faithfulneſs of 
Chriſt, and endure: the proſpe& of leaving our widows' 
and orphans to his ſupport} How few of us prefer a 
poor place to a rich one, and think it a ſufficient reaſon 
for doing ſo, that we can be more uſeful, and more * 
in an humble ſtation. 8 © 


R. 1 Hind myſelf none of you, Brethren; will aſk, What 
has all this to do with Miſſions ? But if you do, I an- 


ſwer, Evidently very much. While we betray this 


ſecular ſpirit, are ſo very polite, and ſo much like 


fine Gentlemen, what have we, or what ought we to 


have, to do with Miſſions ? To what can it be aſcribed, 
but to the prevalence of this ſpirit, and of theſe manners, 
that we hardly ever think of them? Are not Heathens 
men ? Have they not ſouls to be ſaved ? Dare we avo w 
other end in our miniſtry than the ſalvation of men's ſouls? 
Are we not commanded to go and preach the goſpel to 
K | them? 


R 
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them? Are there any diſcouragements which ſtop the chil- 
dren of the world in the purſuit of money; and if we loved 
ſouls as well as they love money would diſcouragements 
ſtop us? Are the miniſters of the goſpel the only men 
born with the ſouls of women? Have we a right to 
talk of dangers and ſufferings, who believe the Son of 
God was incarnate for our ſake, born in a ſtable, cradled 
in a manger, lived on alms, had no place where to lay 
his head, and expired like a malefactor on a croſs? Let 
moraliſts decline danger and ſhrink at death; but let 
not us, who call ourſelves emphatically goſpel miniſters, 
who rejoice in Chriſt crucified, who'preach remiſſion of 
ſin in his name, and ſpeak. of a life hidden with him in 
God, let us not follow their example; or, if we do, let 
us candidly confeſs, that our wavering faith has no 
firm hold of Him, who is the reſurrection and the life. 
And if Heathens àre men, have ſouls, and the only end 
of our miniſtry is the ſalvation of men's ſouls; if we 
are commanded to preach the goſpel to them, if we love 
ſouls as well as the children of this world love money, 
if we are not women in the form ot men, and if the 
ſufferings of Jeſus prohibit all puſillanimous clamours 
about ſufferings and danger, is not our God jealous, does 
he not require cheerful, uniform obedience, and will 
He hold us guiltleſs, if we refuſe to obey his pleaſure ? 
Say we ſhall not forfeit Heaven, though we all lurk at 
home like fluggards, yet is there nothing in our ſouls, 
which aſpires to heavenly praiſe and glory? With this 
littleneſs of ſoul ſhall, we not bluſh to meet the Apoſtles 
in their Maſter's joy ? Shall we be content to be ſaved 
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as by fire, when we are called each of us to enter into 
glory like Elijah in ſolemn triumph ? O where is the 
Lord God of Elijah! Or where the ſpirit of Him, 


« who ſaid it becometh me to fulfill al! righteouſneſs—it._ 


js my meat and drink to do the will Him who ſent me, 


„ and to finiſh the work which He has given me to do?” i 


_ 


How long, Brethren, ſhall we rebel againſt our Lord? 
How long, like Jonah, ſhall we attempt to flee from his 
ſpirit, and refuſe to carry glad tidings of great joy unto 
all people? Should ſome ſneering infidel take up this 
publication. What would he ſay on reading it? What 
can we expect him to ſay? I fancy I hear him expreſſing 
himſelf in the following language, What does this mad 
** fellow mean ? Why does he not go to the Heathens 
66 himſelf? Or if he did, can he i imagine his enthuſiaſti- 
cal publications will make others as mad as himſelf ? 
Let him write for ever, ourBiſhops, Archdeacons, and 
« other church dignitaries, will not budge an inch Rec- 
tors, Vicars, and Curates, are well diſpoſed to follow 
their good example, and will never be prevailed on to 


turn ſpiritual knight-errants, The Diſſenters whocharge 


the Eſtabliſhment as the elder daughter of Rome, and 
© ſay her miniſters preach only for fat livings, have no 
* more zeal than the men they reprove to encounter their 
* miſfonary windmills. _ Even the Methodiſts, who con- 
* * ſider themſelves as the grand Reformers of the day, 


«6c 


and vapour about the hardſhips of their itinerancy, love 
© to keep in ſnug quarters in Old England, or have no 
ſtomach to venture farther than our Weſt India Iſlands, 
<p EY 17 . * where 


66 
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«© where they live in comfort, and can aſſume the impor: 
© tant name of miſſionaries, without experiencing the 
„ hardſhips of the undertaking. The modeſt, quiet Mo- 
„ ravians, are the only people, who ſeem to believe the 
* Apoſtles and Prophets, and who, whether they do much 
« or little, look the hardſhips of a miſſion in the face 
“like men. This fellow had better think of his own 
ce * preferment, and dream of miſſions on a ſoft bed, than 
* thus proclaim himſelf a fool by ſuppoſing his letters 
can do good in the world. 1 
3 Diſſenters, Methodifts, what will you 
reply to this reproach ? Shall we make a book to con- 
fute him? It will be found, I fear on the trial, that it is 
eaſier to make a hundred books, than to engage one man 
to prove the ſincerity of his love to periſhing ſinners, by 
ſacrificing himſelf and his family to their welfare. Here 
we are differing from each other in various points, and con- 
tending hard to ſhew that our own Sect, whatever it is, is 
lodged in the penetralia of the temple of Truth, and is the 
foremoſt in the race for heaven; but when the queſtion is 
put, Which of you will forſake all, deny himſelf, take 
up his croſs, and, if God pleaſes, die, for his religion ? 
It preſently appears that Churchmen, Diſſenters, and 
Methodiſts, are more cloſely united in principle and prac- 
tice than they are aware of, We all ſtraightway, with 
one conſent, begin to make apologies and to ſay, I pray 
have me excuſed, while ſome openly caſt contempt on 
the undertaking, and throw out evangelical jokes upon 
the few who conſider miſſions i in a ſerious light. Shall 
Churchmen, 
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Churchmen, Diſſenters, Methodiſts, deny theſe fafts, 


| becauſe there are among each of them a few men whole 
conduct may be urged as an exception 9 them ? 
Surely this 1 is diſingenuous. 


Many of us complain of an antichriſtian union between 
Church and State, and that religion is fettered, and 
made, like a child, to walk in leading ſtrings. We ſay that 
religion flouriſhed moſt when ſhe had to contend with the 
State, and had no other ſupport than what ſhe derived 
from her own native ſtrength. Let this be granted. It 
was ſo once, but it is a little problematical, whether it 
would be ſo now. Tempora mutantur et nos mutamur 
* in illis.” Are we apoſtolic Chriſtians? Can we con- 
tend with hunger, thirſt, cold, nakedneſs, perils, and 
the ſword ? Can we walk without thoſe leading ſtrings? 
If we can, and if we feel them ſo galling, ſo degrading, 
why do we not do ſo? Are there not two thirds of the 
| world, where we ſhall not be inſulted by legal protection, 
or be paid, like ſecular men, for our labour? Have we 


not full opportunity of ſhewing the politicians and great 


men of Europe, that Chriſt, his miniſters, and people, 
are able to uphold their religion in the world, without 
their ſupport, and that we can multiply now, as in the 
primitive times, like the polypus, when he is cut in pie- 
ces? And yet the preciſe reaſon why we do not engage 
in Miſhons is becauſe we cannot enjoy that ſecular pro- 
tection, and thoſe jecular comforts, which we have in 
England. To follow the Son of God where he has no 
place to lay his head, and no other recompence to offer 

K 3 | us, 


us, than the cup he drank of al the baptiſm with which 
he was baptized, is more I fear than we are able to do: 
and until we can do fo, it will remain very queſtionable, 

whether we can walk without our leadings ftrings. 


This appears to be the caſe ſo evidently, that thoſe 
who patronize Miſſions feel it neceſſary to ſecularize 
them, and to put them, as much as poſſible, on the ſame 
footing as a parochial Cure in Europe. They are afraid 
of alarming us by ſhewing the dark fide of things, and 
hardly conceive that there exiſts among us men, whoſe 
ſpirits dare aſpire to an apofolick warfare, * Hence it is, 
that neither they nor we have faith to think of ſubduing 
kingdoms ; nor are they to be ſubdued by a few 
fair weather ſoldiers, accompanied by delicate women 
and children, educated in faſhionable accompliſhments, 
and accuſtomed to all the delicacies of lite; who 
are abſolutely incapable of expoſing themſelves to 
ſun, or wind, or rain, or of exerciſing thoſe charities 
which were once the ornament and praiſe of Chriſtian 
matrons. I fear, I fear greatly, that I write to the 
winds, and that neither Chriſtian Miniſters, nor their 
wives, have piety enough for this engagement ; and that 
the Miffionaries we are able to ſend out with the equi- 
page they require for their camp, will do no more to- 
wards ſubduing India to the faith of Chriſt, than a few 
effeminate Aſiatic ks, with their Harams and dancing 
girls, would do in an attempt to bring Great Britain un- 


der the yoke of the Mogul. 


If 


ON MISSIONS. 135 


If there were abſolutely none to encourage the attempt, 
and nothing exiſting at this day in the form of a miſſion, 
the conduct of the miniſters of Chriſt would be more 
excuſable; but it ſeems, as if the Providence of God had 
kept alive ſome ſenſe of duty, and ſome examples of zeal, 
both among laity and clergy, to be a teſtimony againſt us, 
and to hold us up to infamy to future generations. 
What is done, indicates, that we know our duty; and 
what is left undone evinces, that we have no inclination 
to do it. We miniſters have no reaſon to complain of 
the laity. They are willing to give us all encourage- 
ment; nay, they invite and ſolicit us to engage; and 
freely offer to do all in their power to make us comforta- 
ble; and yet we refuſe to ſtir. I am ſorry to ſay, that 
this reproach falls more immediately on myſelf and other 
goſpel miniſters, in the eſtabliſhment. The Sierra Leone 
Chaplainſbip went a begging pretty far before it fell into 
the hands of my Colleague and myſelf; and now chat 
we have declined it, it lies neglected, as no man thinks 
it worth his while to pick it up. For ſome years great 
enquiries were made to procure an Aſſiſtant miniſter for 
the Reverend Mr. Johnſon, at Port Jackſon, and with 
infinite difficulty, that poſt is. at laſt, filled: But all the 
enquiries made among goſpel miniſters, for three years 
paſt, and, which are ſtill making, after an aſſiſtant for the 
Reverend Mr. Brown, at Calcutta, have hitherto been 
without effect. Whether this does us honour, I leave the 
world to judge. I ſhall however contraſt theſe facts with 
one from Mr. Spangenberg, a Moravian Biſhop, Who 


| informs us, that when, at Bethlehem 1 in North America, 
letters 
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letters were read in the Brethren's congregation, ſtating, 
that ſeveral of their miſſionaries had been carried off by 
ſtekneſs in the Iſland of St. Thomas, in che Weſt Indies, 
that very day ſeven Brethren offered to- go and replace | 
them. This is juſt what things ought to be, and any 
Church which can produce ſuch men, . may engage in 
Miſſions. 

| That our Brethren of the various denominations of 
Engliſh Diſſenters have any cauſe to rejoice over us in 
this reſpett is more than I know. Except the Reverend 
Mr. Carey and a friend who accompanies him, Iam not 
informed of. any of their miniſters who are engaged in 
Miſſions. Would to God they would undertake fome- 
thing in this way for Chriſt, which mrght provoke us to 
jealouſly ! — The Reverend Dr. Coke has of late years 
done ſomething in this way in our Weſt India Iſlands; 
and might have done much more, had the Methodiſt 
Preachers, as a body, given him that unequivocal ſupport, 
to which his zeal in ſuch' a cauſe ſhould entitle him, — 
Hitherto thoſe Miſſions may be conſidered as s miſſions, 
rather than thoſe of the Methodiſts, I am, however, 
happy to be informed that his Brethren, begin to enter 
more heartily into the ſpirit of Miſſions, and J flatter 
myſelf they will now embark in them, with all their foul, 
and all their ſtrength. But, whether they do it or not, 
it is infinitely to be deſired that it ſhould be done by ſome 
of us; tor however we may ſuppoſe ourſelves entitled to- 
reprove each other about modes of faith and forms of 


worſhip, upon this buſineſ:, I know not who may throw 
the 
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the firſt ſtone. And if 1 take the liberty of ſpeaking ſo 
freely, I appeal to God, it 1s not becauſe I ſuppoſe my. 
ſelf entitled to reprove others from any merit of my 


own; but becauſe I ingenuoufly confeſs my ſin, and am 
willing to come in for a full ſhare of our common ſhame. 


Our conduct in reſpe& of Miſſions, evinces bey x 


every thing the low degraded ſtate of the Chriſtian mi- ; 


niſtry, and the ideas which too generally prevail about 
it threaten to degrade it ſtill lower. An improper attach. 
ment to. fecular intereſts and honours, exerts too much 
of its baleful influence over thoſe whoſe principles teach 
them better things; but what conſequences may not be 
expected to flow from the love of money, and the love 
of praiſe, when men of the firſt character and influence 


in the church avow them, as allowable motives of minifles - 


rial conduct. Nevertheleſs, we have lived to hear them 


fo avowed, and, to the ſhame of human nature, but to 


the exemplification of the ſcripture declaration, that by 
wiſdom man knew not God, to hear them avowed from 
the admirable pen of ARCHDEACON PALEY, After 
adducing other reaſons to ſhew that a diſtinction of or- 
ders in the miniſtry, is moſt conducive to the general 
ends of its inſtitution, he concludes as follows - And 
* laftly, that the ſame fund produces more effect, both as 
an allurement to men of talents to enter into the 
Church, and as a ſtimulus to the induſtry of thoſe who 
are already in it, when diſtributed into prizes of dif- 
_ * ferent value, than when divided into equal ſhares. 

Paley's Moral Philoſophy, vol. 2, p. 323. 
"6 | | Sx. | God 
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God of heaven and earth, what a ſtab is this to the vi- 
tals of thy religion! I appeal to every godly man in 


England, Whether all the talents, all the learning, and 


all the virtues of a Paley, can ſhield the man who avows. 
theſe ſentiments from his contempt ? And yet this is the 


man who teaches us morals— who inſtructs our young mi- 


niſters—whoſe book is honoured and applauded in our 


_ Univerſities! But who that adopts theſe ſentiments will 


engage in miſſions? Alas, the allurement, the ſtimulus, 

ine prizes, Mr. Paley talks of, may induce men to, culti- 
vate their talents with as much care as he has done, and 
to write as well as he has written ; and they may, perhaps, 
draw from our eccleſiaſtical lottery, as rich a prize as he 
has drawn; but as ſoon may the carrion crow beget a 
dove, as they will induce him to conduct himſelf in a 


miniſtry as becometh the 7 ns of Chriſt, 


Thus it is that we are not aſhamed to drive inſolent 


| bargains with the Son of God, and tell him we will ſtoop 


to aſſume the contemptible character of his ambaſſadors, 
iF he will hold out to us rich end honourable prizes to 
allure men of our talents into the Church, and to ſlimu- 
Jate our induſtry when we are in it. Truth, virtue, re- 
ligion, God and heavenly glory, are no allurements, no 
ſtimulus, to our aſpiring minds, until they receive the- 
currency of this world, by being attached to the fools cap 
of human honour, or to that pernicious metal, which can 
transform the Apoſtles of Satan into the miniflers of. 
Chriſt. Others of us appear aſhamed of cheſe ſimonical 
prattices, and ſay, * Lord. will follow thee witherſo- 


ever thou goeſt; only ſhew me a little more indulgence 
"66 than 
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thou haſt ſhewed to thyſelf, \ Excuſe me from watching 


and agonizing with thee in Gethſemane. I will take 


5 my croſs; I only deprecate the being crucified upon 

I am willing to forſake much; but compaſſionate” 
a weakneſs, and do not command me to ſell all. I 
will follow thee any where on land; but O ſpare me 
the horrors of a voyage by ſea, I will preach for thee 


among the pooreſt of my own nation; but do not ſend 


me to a ſtrange country. 1 acknowledge I am a miſe- 


rable ſinner, unworthy to be a door keeper in thy 


houſe, nevertheleſs, my elocution is popular, I am 
much followed and applauded ; Will it not be more 


for thy glory for me to ſtay at home, while any man 


of inferior talents may go and preach to the Heathens ? 


I have heard that they offer human ſacrifices in Ota. 


heite, eat men in New Zealand, are abſolutely brutiſh 


at Port Jackſon, and that the ſcorching fun and heavy 
rains in Africa are inevitably fatal. O let the life of 


thy ſervant be precious in thy ſight! Send me not to 
untameable barbarians, or to a chme where I cannot 
be certain of my life for a day. Beſides the difficul- 


ties of theſe undertakings are inſuperable. It is pro- 
bable I muſt cultivate the ground for my maintenance, 


and I have been brought up delicately from a child, 


Thy Apoſtles who were poor fiſhermen, and never 


poſſeſſed my extenſive learning, elegant manners, and 
genteel notions, were well ſuited to this rough work ; 
yet even they preached to a ciyilized peaple, and being 
furniſhed with miraculous powers, their labours were 


the more ee ; but what * 1 do who have 
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not their advantages, and "Ii my mind ſo vitiated "a 
falſe learning, that I cannot ſtoop to the ſimplicity of 
the goſpe]? Certainly to engage in miſſions is to 


| plough on a rock, or to build on the wave. O let me 
be any thing but a miſſionary, for my ſoul finks with- 
| in me at the mention of it, nor can I derive any con- 


ſiderations from earth, heaven, or hell, to make me 
willing to die for thy ſake, I am not ſingular in my 


opinion of miſſions, for we are all agreed, clergy and 


laity, churchmen and diſſenters, Indian directors and 
parliament men, with few exceptions, that they are 
impracticable; and that if they were not, yet“ mil. 
fionaries would be a diſgrace to any nation; that 
we have no right to e in the changing the reli- 
gion of a foreign country.” They -would certainly 
deftroy the Slave Trade in Africa; and ſome well in- 
formed, reſpeRable Directors of the India Company, 
are of opinion that they would * ſubvert the Britiſh 
Empire in Indoſtan,” which, they think, of far greater 


conſequence than the eſtabliſhment of thy deſpiſed 


kingdom. A few wretched Pariars might 1ndeed be 
converted, or rather made hypocrites by Chriſtian cha- 
rity ; but there is nothing in Thee, or thy goſpel, to 
influence Chiefs of the noble Caſts (whoſe ſouls are 
certainly more valuable than thoſe of the vile Pariars 
as is a thouſand to one) to forfake the religion of their 
anceſtors. Good Lotd,. what is to be done where 
every thing thus makes againſt us? O deſiſt from thy 
purpoſe! Thou art the Saviour of all men and God 
is a merciful Father to — all; ; if it pleaſe thee, thou 

* can'ſt 
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can'ſt ſave the Heathens without the goſpel ; and, if 


not, thy will be done. Nevertheleſs Lord, if thou wilt 
force us to cultivate this unpromiſing field, do not 


think of ſending miſſionaries out immediately, but let 
lay ſchoolmaſters go to receive the firſt fire, and teach 


the little children reading and writing; and then will 


we go, and enter into their labours: for the experience | 
of ages has taught us, that where the preaching of 


the goſpel makes one Chriſtian, education makes ten. 
Hence inſtead of preaching firſt to the parents, and 


then eſtabliſhing ſchools, for the education of the chil- 
dren, as the Apoſtles did (who knew that the ſword of 


the ſpirit was of heavenly temper—an inſtrument into 
which the God of Glory had wrought all his attributes, 


we, having loſt the art of uſing it, and that vigorous 


arm which gives it the demonſtration of the ſpirit and 


of power) we go to work another way, by educating 


children firſt ; and many are of gpinion, that the beſt 
way of enlightening the Heathens 1s by, putting the 
moon in the ſun's ſphere, and having children to in- 
ſtruct their parents, rather than parents to teach their 
children. If Lord thou wilt ſeriouſly weigh all theſe 


things, we flatter ourſelves thou wilt be of our way | 


of e 


| Wal, 3 and ieee as 1 ſoli- 
loa may be, I am. perſuaded, it does not contain a 


ſentiment, which is not the genuine effuſion ol the hu- 
man heart. I have traced ſome of them in my own heart, 
and I have detected ach in the language which has 


been 
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been frequently held to me on miſſions. I have only 
thrown them together, given them a tongue and utter- 
ance, and expoſed them without diſguiſe as they walk 
before God, who ſearcheth the heart. If miniſters and 
Chriſtians will not recognize what exiſts in their hearts, 
and lives in their hves, I have at leaſt done my duty in 
ſetting it before them. If they ſee themſelves in the glaſs 
I hold up, I truſt, with God's bleſſing, it may produce 
ſalutary effects, call them into action, and enable them 
to ſtop the mouth of malevolent reproach; that it may 
no longer be ſaid the miniſters of Chriſt are, as they have 
been, for centuries, with comparatively few exceptions, 
the moſt degenerate, the moſt inconſiſtent, and moſtedaſt- 


ardly race of men who ever exiſted on the earth. 


+ Ought we not to have compaſſion on our Brethren, 
even as God hath compaſſion on us? Have we looke 

into the heart of Jeſus Chriſt, and is it thus we read it? 
Do we dwell in God, and God in us, and can we conti- 
nue thus cold and obdurate, amidft the everlaſting burn- 
ings of his love? O let us prove our faith by our works, 
and ſhew men who miſtake our doctrine, that in preach- 
ing juſlification by faith, we do not ſet aſide, but eſtebliſh 
the moral law! By the ſongs of angels, who proclaimed 
peace and love at our Redeemer's birth ; by that goſpel 
which is glad tidings to all people; by the ſolemn in- 
junction of Him who ſaid, Ye are my friends, if ye 
keep my commandments ; x” DP ThE glorious Pentecoſt, 

. when every language praiſed God; by the multitudes 
who have waſhed their robes in the blood of- the Lamb ; 


by 
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br Ane abs of the Apoſtles: andthe ( af of, the mar- 
ters; by the expiring pangs of Feſus, and by thote fins. of 


8 gurs which bruiſed him, and put him to grief; by their 


Temiflion, if we have indeed taſted that the Lord 1s gra- | 
cious by the fearful end of that ſcrvant who buried his 


Lord's talent; by the curſes and execrations which reſt 2915 


upon the Chriſtian name; by the rivers of Heathen 

blood which Chriſtians have ſhed, and which call for ex- 

i piatton at our hands; © if there be any conſolation in 

e Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the 

* fpirit, if any bowels and mercies, I beſeech you, 

honoured and beloved Brethren, have merey on the 
Heathens, and fo fulfil the 1 Joy your Lord, 


| And now, ec I throw myſelf at your feet; and 
alk pardon for every raſh and wounding expreſſion which 
may have fallen from my pen. Conſcious inferiority 
bows me down, and nothing but a ſenſe of duty and the 


love of truth could have eretied my mind to write with 
the freedom I have done, and to admoniſh thus loudly 


the miniſters of Chriſt, the leaſt of whom 1 conſider as 


my ſuperiour. If I have offended, I beſeech you to 
fargive me, even as God tor Chriſt's ſake forgiveth you. 
If I have, in any reſpect, overſteped the loberneſs of 
truth, or violated the meekneſs of wiſdom, I truſt I fþ1} 
find mercy of the Lord, as having done it ignorantly, 
from a ſincere deſire to promote his glory, the intereits 
of his religion, the happineſs of his people, the ſalvation 
of the Heathens, and the honour and dignity of his mi- 
niſtring ſervants, I once more fubmit to your candid 
| attention, 
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attention. 28 well. A to your judicious corre ion, I 
<outetts. of, theſe pages. 7 prowaſe- lericully 10 revies 
in on obligations to abt in the: w ay 1 recommend u 
you 3 and 4 flatier myſellt that Tome one will take up the © 
ſubject where i have ad it down, and do it that Juſtice, 
which it cannot receive from m "ER - E | 
1 have the honou to fublcribe raglett, with cordial 
hours, | 
5 ; 
Fathers and Brethren, „„ 
"Your teftow lervam in the patience and tfib:laton - 
| of Jelns, 
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